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Oct. 29 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

Statement on Signing Legislation To Reauthorize the Merit Systems
Protection Board and the Office of Special Counsel
October 29, 1994

Today, I am signing into law H.R. 2970, a
bill to reauthorize the Merit Systems Protection
Board and the Office of Special Counsel and
provide additional protections for Federal em-
ployee whistleblowers and other victims of pro-
hibited personnel practices.

I have been advised that one provision in
this bill (section 9), which concerns the apparent
authority of an arbitrator to discipline a Federal
employee who was not a party to the original
action, raises serious constitutional questions.

Accordingly, I am directing the agencies to fol-
low appropriate procedures to protect the con-
stitutional rights of such Federal employees and
to consider the need for remedial legislation.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 29, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 2970, approved October 29, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–424.

Remarks at the National Italian-American Foundation Dinner
October 29, 1994

Thank you very much. Can you hear me in
the back? You can’t hear, can you? Can the
people with the sound turn it up a little bit?
Now, can you hear in the back? I think some
people can hear, but not see. So if the rest
of you would accommodate them, I would ap-
preciate it, or they would anyway. I can’t see
some of you. Thank you.

I want to thank Senator Leahy for his kind
remarks. As a matter of fact, I want to thank
Senator Leahy for being able to stand up here
after the 3 days I just put him through. He
did a wonderful job for our country on this
trip to the Middle East, and I thank him for
that.

I’m delighted to be back here for the third
year in a row with Frank Guarini, Frank Stella,
Art Gajarsa, with the distinguished Ambassador
from the Vatican, and the distinguished Italian
Ambassador. I have to say, Hillary wanted me
to especially say tonight how sorry she was she
couldn’t come again. You know last year when
she was here, she met Fabio, and he picked
her up and carried her around. She wasn’t the
same for weeks afterward. [Laughter] She went
to the Middle East with me. She needed a little
energy boost tonight, so I came here thinking
somebody with muscles would pick her up. But
she’s in California on our behalf. I had a great
time here last year, too. Fabio lifted Hillary

up; Danny DeVito sat in my lap. [Laughter]
At least it wasn’t Dom DeLuise. [Laughter] We
had a great—all of us had a good time here.

You know, I’m sure everyone thinks from time
to time about what he or she might have liked
to do with their lives, and a lot of you know
I’ve been made fun of for some of my habits.
But when I saw Nicholas Cage tonight, I told
him that one of my great disappointments was
that I wasn’t hired as one of the Elvis imperson-
ators to be in ‘‘Honeymoon in Las Vegas’’ with
him. [Laughter] He promised me a role in his
next movie. [Laughter]

Senator Leahy said in jest what I would say
in jest, which is that it was nice to be home
in the safety and security of the White House
after going to the Middle East. [Laughter] I
want you to know a couple of things about that,
seriously. First of all, a gunman did open fire;
nobody was hurt. The man was captured. The
man was captured in part because of ordinary
citizens who were standing there, who did their
duty. And I hope that is an example for others
around the country. I also want you to know
the Secret Service did their usual magnificent
job. I was upstairs listening to a football game,
and the shots were sort of intermittent with
the cheers—[laughter]—and they were up there
within a minute. And I thank them for the fine
work that they do every day for our country.
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