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Remarks at a Reception Honoring White House Volunteers
November 8, 1994

Thank you so very much. Thank you. It is
great to be with all of you. It’s especially great
to be with you on election day. I hope all of
you have had a chance to go to the polls, and
if you haven’t, I hope you’ll go before they close
tonight. This is a fitting time for the event hon-
oring the White House volunteers because as
people all around our country go out and exer-
cise their right to vote, they’re exercising their
full right and their full responsibility as an
American, just as all of you do through your
service in the White House.

At these midterm elections, it is critical that
people understand that there are clear choices
between going forward and going back, between
a Government that works for ordinary families
and one that works for organized interests, be-
tween a Government that does something about
our great national problems like crime and one
that just tries to talk them to death.

It is very important in this election season
that the American people not vote in anger or
cynicism. You know, these last 8 days I’ve had
the opportunity to go out and make our case
to the American people have been bracketed
by two events that ought to deny that: first,
the opportunity I had to represent you in the
Middle East, seeing our young men and women
in uniform in the Gulf, going to the signing
of the peace treaty. I looked into the eyes of
millions of people. I saw how they viewed our
country. They know this is a great country. They
know we have a strong defense, a strong econ-
omy, and we are now also number one in mak-
ing peace around the world. They think this
is a good country, and so should we.

And now, at the end of this season, I look
at you and I think of the hours you have
worked, how you have made even more sac-
rifices this year than last. I do not know how
the American people could say anybody, just
because we’ve got some difficult problems and
some unresolved challenges, which we have al-
ways had and we always will have, that there
is something inherently wrong with America’s
Government. If they could see you, they would
know that we are a good people with a good
Government, working hard to help the American

people realize their dreams and to respond to
their hopes and their needs.

I just want to say, for the benefit of all of
you and, of course, our friends who are covering
this event, I wish I could thank all of you by
name, but I don’t want to keep you here all
day and into the night. [Laughter] I do want
to say that I think I should represent—name
a few representative people we are fortunate
to call White House volunteers.

Jeffery Cohelan, a former Member of the
House of Representatives, and his wife, Evelyn,
are loyal volunteers in Hillary’s correspondence
office. We thank you for continuing to serve
the United States.

Jenny Lou Dodson lives in Charlotte, North
Carolina. She works for an airline, and she flies
to Washington every Wednesday to work in the
White House Personnel Office. Let’s give her
a hand.

Al Carpenter worked at the White House
from 1947 to 1950. Now he’s volunteering his
time to take calls on the comment line. He
used to work on the Presidential yacht; for the
voters who haven’t voted, we don’t have one
anymore. [Laughter] He traveled to Key West
and the Caribbean with President Truman. Now
he travels to the White House to talk to people
over the phone all over the United States.

Eddymarie McCoy worked on Capitol Hill
and has been part of several campaigns, like
the one that’s culminating today. Now she’s
sharing her experience with the Office of Legis-
lative Affairs.

Some of you have been through several ad-
ministrations. Evelyn and Ward Russell first vol-
unteered at the White House in 1953. We also
have dedicated volunteers from many univer-
sities and local colleges like Georgetown, Amer-
ican, George Washington, Howard, and George
Mason. We thank you all. We have members
of the Shiloh Baptist Church here. We have
students from Stone Ridge School of the Sacred
Heart. And last but not least, we have the hard-
working, ever-faithful residents of the U.S. Sol-
diers and Servicemen’s Home. We thank all of
you for being here.

If it weren’t for you, we literally couldn’t do
the job we were sent here to do. But with
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your help, we can not only continue to make
progress for our country, continue to keep mov-
ing forward with confidence into the future but
we can do it in a way that responds to the
hopes and the dreams and the real problems
of the thousands and thousands and thousands
of Americans who write this White House, who
call us and ask for help, who send a gesture
of their concern, a gesture of their friendship,
a gesture of their hope to this White House.
All of them deserve to be recognized. All of
them deserve to be heard. All of them deserve

to be treated with courtesy, with respect, and
with dignity.

You have permitted the United States and
this administration to do that. We could not
do it without you. And I only hope America
knows that the White House, like so much of
America, runs not on requirements but on the
volunteer spirit that is represented in this great
audience today.

Thank you all, and God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Letter Accepting the Resignation of David R. Gergen as Special Adviser
to the President and Secretary of State
November 8, 1994

Dear David:
As you indicated, when I asked you to con-

centrate on foreign-policy last June, we agreed
on a six-month assignment. Foreknowledge,
however, does not lessen the regret with which
I accept your resignation as Special Adviser to
the President and Secretary of State, effective
December 31, 1994.

You have made a remarkable contribution to
our Administration over the last eighteen
months. Your wise counsel helped us dramati-
cally improve public understanding of our eco-
nomic plan, and its resulting passage restored
fiscal responsibility to our government while
helping to create an economic climate that has
produced millions of new jobs.

Your life’s example sent a powerful signal
about the value of bipartisanship, and commit-
ment to public service over partisan gain. That
example, and your unflagging determination to
build coalitions across the partisan divide,
helped us to achieve many non-partisan vic-
tories, including passage of NAFTA, the Brady
Bill, National Service, and Goals 2000.

And finally, your insightful analysis and
thoughtful recommendations about America’s re-
lationships with the rest of the world have
helped us to ensure that democracy flourishes
and peace extends around the globe—in the
former republics of the Soviet Union, in the
Middle East, in Haiti, and elsewhere.

When you joined our Administration last year,
you reaffirmed your allegiance to the noblest
aims of public service in America: to work long
and hard for the people that hired us, in order
to ensure that each of them has a chance to
live the American Dream, and to guarantee that
the greatest nation in history stands forever tall.

That is exactly what you have done. Thank
you for your dedication, for your counsel, and
for your friendship. I hope that I have reserved
the right to call on each in the years to come.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available Mr. Gergen’s letter of resignation.
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