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free flow of ideas, all these things encourage
economic development and political maturity
and freedom.

The advance of human rights and democratic
values also requires strong government-to-gov-
ernment contacts. So I’ll continue to promote
without apology those rights and values in Asia
and around the world. We have a long history
of friendly relations with Indonesia, with other
countries, but we are engaged in a range of
bilateral and global issues with the Indonesians,
with the Chinese, and with others. We recognize
and we respect the differences among cultures.
Like all Americans, I struggle with our own
society’s ongoing tensions and inequities and
very difficult social problems. But I don’t believe
the search for human dignity is peculiar to the
American culture. Everywhere people aspire to
be treated with dignity, to give voice to their
opinions, to have a say in choosing their leaders.
At a time when we are strong enough to inspire
people around the world, we have to keep press-
ing on for freedom.

In Asia and elsewhere, we have good reason
for hope, we have good reason for progress be-
cause free markets and democracy are on the
move. The new global community is taking place
all around the world, enshrouding the values
of tolerance and liberty and civil society. I guess
I really do believe that history is on our side
and we have to keep trying to push it along.

If we’re looking for further confirmation of
these trends, of course, we can find them in
abundance in our own hemisphere. One month
from now, leaders from South and Central
America, the Caribbean, and North America will
be in Miami at our invitation to discuss the
future of our hemisphere and to celebrate the
spread of freedom and democracy. Think of it:
33 leaders, including President Aristide of Haiti,
will attend the Summit of the Americas, the
first such hemispheric gathering in almost three
decades; all democratically elected leaders.

There, we’ll be able to work to strengthen
the roots of those democracies through sustain-
able development; we’ll be able to take crucial
steps to increase trade, to maintain growth in
the region, to lay concrete plans to open mar-
kets, to expand trade. We’ll have a partnership
for prosperity that stretches from Canada to the
tip of South America. It means more jobs and
higher income. It also means more peace, more
freedom, and more security.

As with GATT and APEC, the Summit of
the Americas will move us toward a future of
greater prosperity. It will tie us to new partners.
And if we follow through, historians will look
back at these events and see that our generation
reached across the oceans and the borders to
cement relationships with nations that will rank
among the economic and political powers of the
21st century. We will have demonstrated that
the American people have learned the lessons
of the past, have learned the lessons of the
present, and are ready for all the challenges
that lie ahead.

Thirty years ago in this hall, Carroll Quigley
told the class of freshmen that I was a part
of that our greatness rested on the extraor-
dinarily American belief that we could make
the future better than the past. Many Americans
today don’t believe it, but the evidence is there;
the future is there. We have to have the courage
to act on that belief, to seize that future, and
to keep our people optimistic, outward-looking,
and strong. If we are strong in our convictions,
the reality is that our future will be strong as
well.

Thank you all, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. in Gas-
ton Hall at Georgetown University. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rev. Leo J. O’Donovan,
S.P.J., president, Georgetown University; Peter F.
Krogh, dean, School of Foreign Service; and alum-
nus Robert Wagner.

Remarks on the Appointment of Patsy Fleming as National AIDS Policy
Director and an Exchange With Reporters
November 10, 1994

The President. Thank you very much, Sec-
retary Shalala, ladies and gentlemen. In the last

13 years, AIDS has claimed the lives of more
than a quarter million of our fellow citizens.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 14:15 Nov 07, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00658 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\94PAP2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



2061

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Nov. 10

Today, it is the leading cause of death among
all Americans between the ages of 25 and 44.

For nearly every American now, the face of
AIDS is no longer the face of a stranger but
the face of a friend. Now more than ever, we
must redouble our efforts for effective treat-
ments, for a vaccine, for a cure.

I have committed this administration to work-
ing hard to stop the spread of HIV and to
finding a cure for AIDS. In the last 2 years,
as Secretary Shalala said, we’ve increased the
Federal resources directed at AIDS by 30 per-
cent. We’ve increased funding for AIDS-related
research by 25 percent, funding for the Ryan
White Care Act by 82 percent, bringing services
to thousands of Americans who are in desperate
need of medical and social services. We’ve reor-
ganized the Office of AIDS Research at NIH.
And we’ve done this at a time when, this year,
for the first time in 25 years, there was an
actual reduction in Federal domestic, as well
as, defense spending. We’ve stepped up our ef-
forts to develop and improve new AIDS drugs.
We’re working hard to find an effective vaccine.
We’ve put forth a very frank HIV prevention
campaign aimed at young adults.

And soon we’ll announce the creation of a
new advisory council made up of experts from
the community to advise our administration on
the important steps that must still be taken in
this fight. We’re making progress, but we have
to keep pressing forward. Defeating this epi-
demic demands a disciplined and passionate ap-
proach.

That’s why I’m so pleased to announce the
appointment of Patsy Fleming to serve as the
AIDS Policy Director here at the White House.
For more than a decade, she has been an impor-
tant voice in our national response to HIV and
AIDS. She helped to shape our new AIDS edu-
cation message and push for aggressive AIDS
drug development. She put together an imme-
diate response to research results that could
help to stem the rate of infection from infants
born to HIV positive women.

In her short tenure as the interim AIDS Pol-
icy Coordinator, her tremendous performance
convinced me that she is the best person for
the job. And I’m glad she decided to accept
my request that she stay on. She’ll head a newly
structured AIDS Policy Office. She’ll have direct
access to me, to members of the Cabinet. She’ll
play an important role in developing our budget
and our policy proposals.

I ask her to provide me with a detailed report
on the rapid increase of AIDS among adoles-
cents and to examine the efforts we are now
making to reverse these terribly troubling trends.
As we continue our struggle against this disease,
I’m pleased to have her at my side.

And as I ask her to come up and make re-
marks, I’d just like to remind all of you that—
and all the people who are watching this day—
that this is a disease with a human face. And
my human face today is—I would like to dedi-
cate this announcement to my dear friend
Elizabeth Glaser.

Thank you.
Do you want the box back? Where’s the box?
Ms. Fleming. I’m a little shorter than you

are.
Secretary Shalala. It’s my box. [Laughter]
The President. This is a step up. [Laughter]

[At this point, Ms. Fleming thanked the Presi-
dent and outlined her agenda as Director of
the Office of National AIDS Policy.]

Representative Newt Gingrich
Q. Mr. President, can you respond to Newt

Gingrich calling you a ‘‘countercultural McGov-
ern-nik’’? [Laughter]

The President. I’m a middle-age man who’s
worked very hard in his life—[laughter]—to be
a mainstream American. And I think I’ve done
a reasonable job of it.

Q. Do you think this will make it harder
to work with him if he keeps coming out with
statements like that, sir?

The President. Oh, the American people can
draw their own conclusions. I can only control
my own words and my own deeds. My hand
is open to them—[inaudible].

Office of National AIDS Policy
Q. Sir, a question on AIDS. AIDS activists

and gay groups have demanded you pick a
prominent, high-profile czar and also asked for
a seat at the Cabinet table. Why did you choose
this route and what about the seat at the Cabi-
net table?

The President. Because I think that—I made
a decision that—the most important thing we
could have is a good advocate, is a person I
knew, had great confidence in, and had real
access to the White House and a real chance
to influence me and my decisions.

I think it was the right decision. And a very
large number of people who are interested in

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 14:15 Nov 07, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00659 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\94PAP2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



2062

Nov. 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

AIDS recommended it to me even before I
told them I was thinking about it. So I think
that the people who are here can answer the
question better than me.

Thank you.

NOTE. The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Remarks on the Asian-Pacific Trip
November 11, 1994

The President. Good morning. I want to speak
with you for just a few moments before I leave
on this trip to the Philippines and Indonesia.
From the beginning of our administration, we
have worked to build greater security for Amer-
ica, to spread prosperity and democracy around
the globe, and to usher in a new age of open
markets. We are tearing down the old walls
which have existed for so long between domestic
and foreign policy in our country, forging a
strong recovery here at home by expanding op-
portunities for Americans around the world.

We are pursuing this strategy because it is
clearly in the best interest of our people, and
it offers the best opportunity for them to acquire
the kind of security for their families that so
many millions of Americans are still struggling
to achieve. The ultimate goal is to produce a
strong America, a strong America in terms of
national security and national defense but also
in terms of stronger families, better education,
more high-wage jobs, and safer streets. Strong
at home and strong abroad: two sides of the
same coin.

The United States is in a better economic
position than any other nation in the world
today to compete and win in the global econ-
omy. Our work force is the most productive
in the world. Our economy has produced 5 mil-
lion jobs and more in the last 22 months. And
finally, this year, high-wage jobs are coming
back into this economy, more new high-wage
jobs this year than in the previous 5 years com-
bined.

But it is not enough. Too many Americans,
millions and millions of them, still find the
present and the future uncertain and unsettling:
stagnant wages, benefits at risk, an uncertainty
in the future about their jobs. We simply must
turn insecurity about our future into confidence.
The American people do best when they are

confident, outward looking, and working to-
gether.

This strategy must include breaking down
trade barriers, opening markets, and increasing
our exports because export-related jobs pay sig-
nificantly more on the average than those which
are not related to exports.

In the coming weeks, we will have the oppor-
tunity to put into place three crucial building
blocks of this strategy by working with Congress
to pass the GATT agreement, by strengthening
our ties to the dynamic economies of the Asian-
Pacific region, and by continuing to forge a part-
nership for peace and prosperity here in our
own hemisphere. For decades, we have con-
centrated our international economic efforts on
the mature and strong economies of Europe
and Japan. They will remain our close allies,
our key competitors, our critical markets.

But the new century demands a new strategy,
and that is where this trip fits into the picture.
Last year in Seattle, I brought together 14 lead-
ers of the economies of the Asian-Pacific co-
operation council. They met for the first time,
and there we arrived at a common vision of
a new and more open Asian-Pacific community.
Next week in Jakarta, I hope the leaders will
embrace a common direction toward that vision,
setting a goal for free and open trade among
all our countries and agreeing on a process to
get there.

In my visit to the Philippines and my meet-
ings in Jakarta, I will also stress our continuing
commitment to promote security and democracy
throughout Asia and the Pacific region. We’ll
discuss how to strengthen important bilateral re-
lationships, create stronger regional security
structures, how to rapidly and effectively imple-
ment the agreement for a nonnuclear Korean
Peninsula. No problem is more important to
the United States and its allies than stopping
the proliferation of nuclear materials and weap-
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