
2172

Dec. 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

Remarks on Signing the CONCAUSA Agreement in Miami
December 10, 1994

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President.
To my colleagues, the leaders of the Central
American nations, I am very pleased to join
you today in signing the Conjunto
Centroamericano-USA or, in shorthand,
CONCAUSA. The United States is proud to be-
come a partner in your alliance to promote sus-
tainable economic growth. This declaration is
the product of farsighted leadership by the na-
tions of Central America.

A little over a year ago, when I hosted many
of you at the White House, you proposed to
establish an alliance for sustainable develop-
ment. Just 9 months later you made good on
your pledge. This alliance is a remarkable sign
of the powerful transformation you have
achieved in Central America. You have dem-
onstrated strength and energy in bringing your
people together to resolve conflicts peacefully
and turning your attention to creating new eco-
nomic opportunity in your nations.

As the Vice President said, this alliance is
already demonstrating that democracy, economic
growth, and concern for the environment are
complementary goals. Now, through

CONCAUSA, all our nations will cooperate on
a wide range of concrete programs. These in-
clude supporting protected areas from northern
Guatemala to eastern Panama, phasing out the
use of lead in gasoline, and strengthening envi-
ronmental laws and enforcement.

We will also work to harmonize environmental
rules to facilitate trade and investment. And I
am committed to seeking prompt congressional
passage of the interim trade program.

Your Excellencies, the United States is proud
to join your partnership to promote sustainable
development. This is a new day of cooperation
between the United States and Central America,
and we urge other nations to follow our lead.
So many of the challenges we face know no
borders, and we must unite to meet them.

Now I’d like to invite to the microphone the
Secretary of the Central American nations,
President Figueres.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 5
p.m. on the East Terrace at Vizcaya. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Jose Maria
Figueres of Costa Rica.

Remarks at the Concert of the Americas in Miami
December 10, 1994

Thank you. Thank you, Michael, my fellow
leaders of the Americas and their families, and
to all of our distinguished guests tonight. I know
you all join me in a heartfelt thanks to David
Salzman and to our friend Quincy Jones and
all the wonderful entertainers from all over our
hemisphere who made us so wonderfully happy
tonight.

We are gathered tonight as a family of na-
tions, each with cultures that are unique and
yet familiar to all of us. The arts help us to
appreciate and to gain a deeper understanding
of our hemispheric heritages, as well as the
ideas, the voices, the images that we share as
members of the larger American family.

We all know that art strengthens the bonds
among us. Our nations grow ever closer as we

delve into the souls of our culture through our
artists: the soaring voice of a Placido Domingo,
the rich performances of the wonderful, late
Raul Julia, the magical words of Nobel Prize
winner Derrick Wolcott, and the many artists
who are performing for us tonight.

The poet Pablo Neruda, on receiving the
Nobel Prize for literature, spoke of moving to-
ward the splendid city. He reminded us that
as we build a better world, the two guiding
stars of our journey are struggle and hope. ‘‘Do
not forget,’’ he said, ‘‘on the way to the splendid
city, there should be no such thing as a lone
struggle and no such thing as a solitary hope.’’

Neighbor with neighbor, we have gathered
here tonight in that spirit, to share our gifts,
to contemplate our common destiny, to cele-
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brate not only who we are but the joyous possi-
bilities of what this splendid community of de-
mocracies can yet become.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:43 p.m. at the
James L. Knight Center. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to actor Michael Douglas, television pro-
ducer David Salzman, and musician Quincy Jones,
who served as master of ceremonies.

Remarks at the Final Session of the Summit of the Americas in Miami
December 11, 1994

The President. Your Excellencies, distin-
guished guests, ladies and gentlemen, let me
begin by thanking the members of the host com-
mittee and the people of the city of Miami
and the State of Florida.

I am very, very pleased that we made the
decision to come to Miami. I thank Governor
Chiles and Lieutenant Governor MacKay and
all those who made the case that we should
be here. Our hosts have done a tremendous
job of hosting this historic event. At this extraor-
dinary moment of opportunity and responsibility,
they have made our work easier and, especially
last evening, much more enjoyable.

The Summit of the Americas has more than
fulfilled our expectations. Future generations
will look back on the Miami summit as a mo-
ment when the course of history in the Americas
changed for the better. We worked hard to ar-
rive at this point. Yesterday, we achieved agree-
ment on the many issues before us. Our talks
were lively, open, and wide-ranging. They were
filled with the spirit of democracy and mutual
respect and a deep determination to increase
the jobs and incomes of our people, improve
the quality of their lives, and protect their free-
doms.

Meanwhile, the First Lady’s summit on chil-
dren, all of our spouses working together, look-
ing toward the future of our children in this
hemisphere, in many ways captured what the
spirit of this meeting is all about, for all of
our efforts will fall more to the benefit of our
children than to our generation.

Now I would like to ask the representatives
of each of the major geographical regions of
the Americas, the Caribbean, North America,
Central America, and South America, to report
on the agreements we have forged. In addition,
we will hear from the leaders of two dynamic
and vital institutions that are serving our hemi-

sphere and that will loom large in our plans
for the future, the Inter-American Development
Bank and the Organization of American States.
Then President Aristide of Haiti, who embodies
our hemisphere’s determination to uphold the
sovereign rule of the people, will speak.

Let us begin the plenary.

[At this point, the final plenary session of the
summit proceeded.]

The President. First let me thank all those
who have spoken before. I thank the Prime
Minister and the Presidents, distinguished Presi-
dent of the Inter-American Development Bank,
Secretary General of the Organization of Amer-
ican States. I thank especially President Aristide
for his moving remarks. And I thank all of you
here present who have supported the multi-
national effort to restore democracy to Haiti.

We come here to begin a new era, an era
of real promise. When Vice President Gore and
I asked the American people to give us a chance
to serve, we relied upon two phrases that we
said over and over again. One was ‘‘Put people
first.’’ The other was ‘‘Don’t stop thinking about
tomorrow.’’ In this meeting, for these days, we
have put our people first, and we have thought
about tomorrow.

We are bound together by geography, by his-
tory, by culture, but most important, now by
shared values: a ferocious devotion to freedom,
democracy, social justice; a determination to im-
prove the lives of all our people; and a deter-
mination to preserve the natural world we have
inherited and that we must pass on.

We have tried to give life to these values
at this summit by agreeing to create a free trade
area throughout our hemisphere, to bring to-
gether our nations to improve the quality of
life for our people, and to strengthen and make
permanent the march of democracy. These
achievements have been given concrete expres-
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