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nities. The welfare system shouldn’t be central-
ized in Washington, dispensing services through
large bureaucracies. We’ve got to shift more re-
sponsibilities back to the citizens of this country.

We’ve made a good start on this over the
last 2 years. We’ve already given 23 States the
right to slash through Federal rules and regula-
tions to reform their own welfare systems. Last
year, we introduced the most sweeping welfare
reform plan ever presented by an administration.
Today at the White House, I’m hosting an all-
day working session on welfare reform including
Governors, Members of Congress, Democrats
and Republicans, people on welfare, and people
who have worked their way off. I’m determined
to work with all of them to pass welfare reform,
and I hope we can make some progress today.

This is a complex and sometimes divisive
issue. But if we put partisanship aside, we can
come together and solve it around some simple
and important values: moving from dependence
to independence, from welfare to work, from
childbearing to responsible parenting. Let this
be the year we end welfare as we know it.
And let it also be the year we are all able
to stop using this issue to divide America. That
should be our commitment. The American peo-
ple deserve nothing less.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:08 p.m. on
January 27 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 28.

Statement on the Death of Jim Grant
January 28, 1995

It was with deep sadness and regret that Hil-
lary and I learned today of the death of Jim
Grant, executive director of UNICEF. Through-
out his long career, Jim Grant was a visionary
leader, one of the most distinguished inter-
national public servants of our time. It was in
recognition of Jim Grant’s lifelong contributions
that I was honored to present him with the
Presidential Medal of Freedom last August.

Under Jim Grant’s 15 years of leadership,
UNICEF has earned a reputation as one of
the most effective and esteemed U.N. agencies.
UNICEF retains its special place in the hearts
of all Americans.

We will remember Jim Grant most for his
tireless advocacy on behalf of the world’s chil-
dren and for pioneering low-cost, simple tech-
niques for alleviating disease, poverty, and suf-
fering among the neediest of children. One
measure of his legacy lies in the fact that today
80 percent of children in the developing world
receive immunizations, compared with 20 per-
cent in 1980 when Jim Grant assumed leader-
ship of UNICEF.

Today we have lost a personal friend, an
American hero and champion of children
throughout the world. We will all miss him.

Remarks at the National Governors’ Association Dinner
January 29, 1995

Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, and wel-
come to the White House, again for many of
you and for the first time for some. This is
always one of my favorite evenings of the year,
one of Hillary’s favorite evenings, a chance to
see old friends and think about old times and
look to the future.

Two years ago, when I had the opportunity
for the first time to host this dinner, after having
been on the other end of it for 12 years, I
pledged to you that I would take the experiences
that we had shared together and strive to form
a new partnership with the Governors and with
the States. After 2 years, I think it’s fair to
say that we have made good on that pledge.
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