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we relied on these men and women to fight
for our country, they must now be able to rely
on us to try to determine what happened to
them in the Gulf and to help restore them to
full health. We will leave not a stone unturned.
And we will not stop until we have done every-
thing we possibly can for the men and women
who, like so many veterans throughout our his-
tory, have sacrificed so much for the United
States and our freedom.

Last month at the Iwo Jima commemoration,
we heard two Latin words repeated again and
again: semper fidelis, always faithful. The Ma-
rines’ noble motto is one which serves well for
a great branch of our military service but also
for our whole Nation. Being faithful to one an-
other and faithful to our traditions, these are
tied together. Being true to our tradition of
leadership in the world means reaching out
across the oceans to support democracy and
freedom and all the benefits they bring back
home to us. Being faithful to one another re-
quires us to keep faith with our veterans as
we keep faith with our future.

You know better than anyone what these
bonds of reliance are. As Dan Pollock, an Iwo

Jima veteran and a member of the VFW, re-
called just last month, and I quote his words,
‘‘You never had to watch your back,’’ he said,
‘‘because in the midst of terrible battle, you
belong to,’’ what he called, ‘‘a band of brothers.’’
Whether it’s five decades later for the World
War II veterans or just 4 years later for the
Gulf war veterans, you should know that your
Nation will never forget your service and will
always, always, need your support for America’s
strength and leadership.

As long as I am President, the sacred tradition
of protecting our veterans will continue and a
strong America will march forward. You put
your faith in America. America will continue
to keep faith with you.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the Sher-
aton Washington Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Allen F. (Gunner) Kent, commander in
chief, VFW; Gen. Gordon R. Sullivan, Chief of
Staff, U.S. Army; and actor Charles Durning,
Chair, Department of Veterans Affairs 1995 Sa-
lute to Hospitalized Veterans.

Statement on the 25th Anniversary of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
March 6, 1995

March 5 marked the 25th anniversary of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). This
historic arms control agreement—to which 172
nations have now adhered—is the foundation
of international efforts to stem the spread of
nuclear weapons.

Last week, in a speech at the Nixon Center,
I reaffirmed this Nation’s commitment to the
goals and obligations of the NPT. This treaty
strengthens our security and that of all nations.
It creates a dependable security environment
that makes other arms control and disarmament
measures possible. For these reasons, the United
States strongly supports universal NPT member-
ship.

Six weeks from now, an international con-
ference in New York will consider extension of
the NPT. The United States is firmly committed
to the indefinite extension of the NPT without

conditions. We will work closely with other par-
ties to the treaty to achieve this objective.

The indefinite and unconditional extension of
the NPT tops an ambitious global arms control
agenda. Implementation of the START I treaty
is already yielding dramatic reductions in nu-
clear forces. We seek early ratification of START
II and the Chemical Weapons Convention. We
have taken steps to accelerate the conclusion
of a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and are
pushing for a global ban on the production of
fissile material for weapons. We seek to
strengthen the Biological and Toxin Weapons
Convention. These and other steps will signifi-
cantly reduce the nuclear threat to America’s
cities and citizens.
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Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report on Floodplain
Management
March 6, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
It is with great pleasure that I transmit A

Unified National Program for Floodplain Man-
agement to the Congress. The Unified National
Program responds to section 1302(c) of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Act of 1968 (Public Law
90–448), which calls upon the President to re-
port to the Congress on a Unified National Pro-
gram. The report sets forth a conceptual frame-
work for managing the Nation’s floodplains to
achieve the dual goals of reducing the loss of
life and property caused by floods and pro-
tecting and restoring the natural resources of
floodplains. This document was prepared by the
Federal Interagency Floodplain Management
Task Force, which is chaired by FEMA.

This report differs from the 1986 and 1979
versions in that it recommends four national
goals with supporting objectives for improving
the implementation of floodplain management
at all levels of government. It also urges the
formulation of a more comprehensive, coordi-
nated approach to protecting and managing
human and natural systems to ensure sustainable
development relative to long-term economic and
ecological health. This report was prepared inde-
pendent of Sharing the Challenge: Floodplain
Management Into the 21st Century developed
by the Floodplain Management Review Com-
mittee, which was established following the

Great Midwest Flood of 1993. However, these
two reports complement and reinforce each
other by the commonality of their findings and
recommendations. For example, both reports
recognize the importance of continuing to im-
prove our efforts to reduce the loss of life and
property caused by floods and to preserve and
restore the natural resources and functions of
floodplains in an economically and environ-
mentally sound manner. This is significant in
that the natural resources and functions of our
riverine and coastal floodplains help to maintain
the viability of natural systems and provide mul-
tiple benefits for people.

Effective implementation of the Unified Na-
tional Program for Floodplain Management will
mitigate the tragic loss of life and property, and
disruption of families and communities, that are
caused by floods every year in the United States.
It will also mitigate the unacceptable losses of
natural resources and result in a reduction in
the financial burdens placed upon governments
to compensate for flood damages caused by un-
wise land use decisions made by individuals, as
well as governments.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 6, 1995.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
March 6, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report on
progress toward a negotiated settlement of the
Cyprus question. The previous report covered
progress through November 30, 1994. The cur-
rent report covers December 1, 1994, through
January 31, 1995.

On January 5, I appointed Mr. Richard I.
Beattie as my U.S. Special Presidential Emissary
for Cyprus. Emissary Beattie will work closely

with all parties to promote an overall solution
that will be fair, just, and permanent. He and
Special Cyprus Coordinator James Williams trav-
eled to Cyprus on January 23 for extensive
meetings with the leaders of both communities.
The two leaders expressed their desire to reach
a settlement. In addition, Mr. Denktash reiter-
ated his commitment to a bizonal, bicommunal
federation with a single sovereignty and single
citizenship. Emissary Beattie and Special Cyprus
Coordinator Williams will consult in Ankara dur-
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