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Now, I believe we must keep cutting spend-
ing, and we should give middle class Americans
tax relief to help pay for their education, their
childrearing, their health care costs. But this
proposal goes too far. The path to the future
is through opportunity and responsibility.

Before I close, I want to emphasize that in
spite of these differences, I think we can make
real progress now. We don’t have to give in
to gridlock. I’ve already signed a bill to apply
to Congress the laws it applies to private busi-
ness, and we’re about to complete a bill to limit
the ability of Congress to pass mandates on the
State and local government without paying for
them.

There’s more we can do to cut pork, not
people, in the Federal budget. We’re about to
begin debate in the Senate on the line-item

veto, an issue on which the Republican leaders
and I strongly agree. We need to pass it and
keep cutting unnecessary spending.

This can be a very good time for our country
if we all remember our mission: to make life
easier, not harder for middle income families;
to grow the middle class and shrink the under
class; to make the future brighter, not darker,
for our young people; to promote opportunity
and responsibility.

We must keep faith with the American dream.
The Jamie Kendricks of our country will do
right by all of us if we will do right by them.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the Withdrawal of Michael Carns and the Nomination of
John Deutch To Be Director of Central Intelligence
March 11, 1995

It is with profound regret that I accept Gen-
eral Michael Carns’ decision to withdraw his
name from consideration for the position of Di-
rector of Central Intelligence.

I understand General Carns’ concern that al-
legations made against him in the course of his
background investigation could be misconstrued
and complicate his confirmation. The sad truth
is that we live in a time when even the most
exemplary individuals, like General Carns, who
already has given so much to his country, are
deterred from serving by the fear that their
records will be distorted, their achievements ig-
nored, and their families maligned during the
confirmation process.

General Carns’ decision to withdraw is our
country’s loss. This man, who flew more than
200 combat missions over Southeast Asia and
distinguished himself as a military commander
and an innovative manager, was prepared to
come out of retirement to serve America one
more time in a vital mission. I deeply regret
that he will not have that opportunity and that
our intelligence community and the American
people will not have the benefit of his broad
experience, his intelligence, and his dedication.

Finding another individual with the excep-
tional skills and qualities needed to lead the
intelligence community was no easy task. But
in Deputy Secretary of Defense John Deutch,
who I am pleased to announce my intent to
nominate as the next Director of Central Intel-
ligence, we have found such a man.

Deputy Secretary Deutch has served at the
highest levels of academia and Government in
a wide variety of positions, from assistant pro-
fessor of chemistry at Princeton to provost at
MIT, from Under Secretary of Energy under
President Carter to member of the President’s
Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board under
President Bush, from Under Secretary of De-
fense to Deputy Secretary of Defense in my
administration.

Over the past 2 years, I’ve enjoyed an increas-
ingly close personal and professional relationship
with Deputy Secretary Deutch. Together with
former Defense Secretary Aspin and Secretary
Perry, I have asked Deputy Secretary Deutch
to take on some of the toughest, most important
assignments at the Pentagon.

Deputy Secretary Deutch has played a lead
role in reviewing our nuclear force posture. He’s
overseen the modernizing of our weapons sys-
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tems. And he has become intimately familiar
with the workings of the intelligence community,
especially its support for the military. The blue-
print Deputy Secretary Deutch worked out to
eliminate redundancies and duplication between
our civilian and military intelligence dem-
onstrates the kind of innovative thinking we
need to meet the new challenges of the post-
cold-war world.

Strengthening U.S. intelligence is an effort to
which I attach the highest personal priority. To
make that commitment absolutely clear and to
underscore that he will be a full member of
my national security team, I have decided to
appoint Deputy Secretary Deutch to my Cabinet

if he is confirmed as Director of Central Intel-
ligence.

In John Deutch, we have a dynamic, brilliant
leader with all the necessary skills for this crit-
ical assignment and my highest trust and con-
fidence. I look forward to working with him,
the Aspin commission, and Congress in building
an intelligence community that will meet our
national security challenges well into the next
century.

NOTE: A statement by Michael Carns was also
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary.

Statement on Disaster Assistance for California
March 12, 1995

Today I am declaring that a major disaster
exists in California. Federal funds will begin to
flow to the individuals and communities affected
by this latest terrible act of nature. California
has been badly hit by Mother Nature during
the last 2 years, wildfires, the Northridge earth-
quake, January’s flood, and now this flooding.
But California has not been beaten. That is be-
cause of the great fortitude, spirit, and can-do
attitude of its people. I saw this spirit when
I visited the town of Roseville in January, as
neighbor helped neighbor cope with the tragedy
of destroyed homes, possessions, and livelihoods.

I know these are difficult times for many Cali-
fornians. My administration will do all that we
can to help permit life to return to normalcy
as soon as possible. James Lee Witt, our Federal
Emergency Management Agency Director, has
gotten all too familiar with California during the

last 2 years. I am directing Director Witt and
his staff to begin the flow of programs and to
continue to perform its tele-registration and
other outreach functions with the same enthu-
siasm and customer service orientation that we
are now used to. I met some of those outreach
people in January. They make us all proud.

State and local officials are working around
the clock to rescue victims and fight the floods.
And the American Red Cross is providing food,
comfort, and shelter to those in need. Most im-
portantly, the thousands of volunteers in com-
munities throughout California are all working
together in this difficult time. This community
spirit is truly the best America has to offer.

Hillary and I send our thoughts and prayers
to the families of those who have lost their
lives. The thoughts and prayers of the American
people are with them as well.

Remarks to the NCAA Football Champion University of Nebraska
Cornhuskers
March 13, 1995

Please be seated. Welcome to the White
House on this beautiful morning. I am delighted
to welcome all of the members of the national
championship Nebraska Cornhuskers here, along

with Chancellor Spanier, your athletic director
Bill Byrne, and of course, Coach Osborne and
all the players. I welcome the Nebraska congres-
sional delegation: Senator Exon, Senator Kerrey,
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