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for you in the Democratic Party anymore.
[Laughter]

Finally, I have decided to support the most
controversial Republican idea in the legal reform
area, ‘‘loser pays,’’ but only if we tie it to cam-
paign finance reform and make it retroactive
to 1992. [Laughter]

Now, that was what Al Gore and I did on
just another Saturday afternoon at the White
House. So even though all the action’s with the
Republicans on the Hill, I just wanted you to
know you’re still getting your money’s worth
out of us. [Laughter] It shows you the kind
of great thinking you get out of a bunch of
highly motivated people who don’t get enough
sleep at night. [Laughter]

Well, I could go on like this forever, but
you know that, don’t you? [Laughter] Let me
say, for 51 years, all of you have gotten together
and invited others to join you in celebrating
the best of the electronic media. And while the
times change and the rules change and the prac-
tices change, I really believe that most of us
in this room, like the people who came here
51 years ago, want what’s best for our country
and do what we do in the hope that we’re
doing it well enough to advance the interests

of the United States and to keep the American
dream alive.

This is an unusual and difficult time for all
of us because of all the challenges out there
in the country today, but it’s a very, very exciting
time, not only to be covering events in Wash-
ington but to be a part of it. I thank you for
the work you do, and I thank you for having
us here tonight.

I do want to say that I’m a little apprehensive;
the next speaker, Bill Maher, has a TV show
named ‘‘Politically Incorrect.’’ Out of respect for
him, I’ve tried not to be politically incorrect
tonight. Out of respect for me, I hope he won’t
try to be presidential tonight. [Laughter]

Thank you all, and good night.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:42 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton. In his remarks he referred to
Bill Headline, chair, Radio and Television Cor-
respondents Association; CNN News reporter
Wolf Blitzer; Representative Richard K. Armey;
Robert MacNeil and James Lehrer, co-anchors of
the MacNeil/Lehrer Newshour; economic com-
mentator Louis Rukeyser; and television host Ed
McMahon.

Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony for King Hassan II of Morocco
March 15, 1995

Your Majesty, Your Royal Highnesses, mem-
bers of the Moroccan delegation, distinguished
guests: On behalf of the United States, it is
my honor to welcome back to Washington a
good friend of America and one of the Islamic
world’s most respected leaders, King Hassan II.

Your Majesty, the ties that link our two na-
tions go back to the dawn of our independence.
Before the cornerstone of this White House was
laid, President George Washington and your an-
cestor, Sultan Mohammad III, signed a treaty
of peace and friendship.

In the decades since, our two nations have
sought to live up to that treaty’s ideals by build-
ing on our friendship and working for peace
and prosperity in your region and throughout
the world. Now, much of what we have labored
for and dreamed of is closer than ever to be-

coming reality, thanks in good measure to your
wisdom and to your vision.

Your Majesty, you have worked tirelessly to
secure a lasting and comprehensive peace in
the Middle East, from helping to arrange Presi-
dent Sadat’s historic journey to Jerusalem to
building trust through quiet diplomacy, from es-
tablishing ties with Israel to hosting the Casa-
blanca economic summit. Now we must accel-
erate the momentum for peace in the Middle
East, the momentum which you have done so
much to nurture and sustain.

As Morocco and the United States work for
peace, we are also forging stronger bonds of
commerce between our peoples. Morocco has
embraced free markets, and today your economy
stands poised to reap the benefits of this wise
decision. Your Majesty, I look forward to dis-
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cussing new opportunities for trade and invest-
ment which will support good jobs and create
wealth in both our nations.

Your Majesty, under your leadership, Morocco
has served as a force for tolerance and progress
rooted in Islamic values. At a time when co-
operation and moderation are taking hold in
more countries than ever before but when vio-
lence and extremism still threaten all that we
are working for, your example and your commit-

ment to peace are more important than ever
before.

Your Majesty, the United States is glad to
have you as a friend, honored to have you as
a partner as we work to shape the world for
the better. Welcome to the White House. Wel-
come to America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:46 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

The President’s News Conference With King Hassan II of Morocco
March 15, 1995

The President. Good afternoon. His Majesty
King Hassan and I have just concluded a very
productive and wide-ranging meeting. We apolo-
gize for talking a little longer than the scheduled
time, but we had much to discuss. Let me begin
by thanking him for his visit, and continuing
the tradition that he first began with President
Kennedy of providing wise counsel to American
Presidents.

Of course, we talked about how we can best
support and accelerate the momentum for peace
in the Middle East. His Majesty’s visit comes
at a time of renewed hope. As a result of Sec-
retary Christopher’s intensive discussions in the
region, we now have an agreement to resume
direct talks between Israel and Syria. This is
a very encouraging development. Combined
with the new energy we see in the Israel-Pales-
tinian discussions and continued progress in im-
plementing the Jordan-Israel peace treaty, I be-
lieve there is now a real opportunity to secure
a durable resolution to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The promise of peace owes much to King
Hassan’s vision and courage. He helped to ar-
range President Sadat’s historic trip to Jeru-
salem. He undertook a direct dialog with Israel
at a time when doing so was difficult. His quiet
diplomacy facilitated talks between other Arab
leaders and Israel. And Morocco continues to
lead the effort to build a new Middle East.

His Majesty and I agreed that one key to
peace is bringing tangible economic benefits to
the people of the Middle East, a change in
the quality of their daily lives so that they can
develop a real stake in peaceful cooperation.
That’s why the process begun under King Has-

san’s leadership at the Casablanca summit last
October is so important in order to expand eco-
nomic integration and encourage private sector
growth and investment.

His Majesty and I reviewed the next step
in this process, including the Amman business
summit this fall. We also discussed taking down
barriers to trade and investment, such as the
Arab League boycott of Israel that had denied
the Middle East its full place as a dynamic par-
ticipant in the global economy.

We discussed our shared interest in fighting
the spread of weapons of mass destruction,
which pose a threat to the entire Middle East
and, indeed, to the world. I emphasized the
importance the United States attaches to secur-
ing the indefinite extension of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty as a vital part of this effort.

We are also working to build closer economic
ties. Today we will sign a trade and investment
framework agreement to expand bilateral com-
merce and investment and to provide a frame-
work for further trade liberalization. And Mo-
rocco announced plans to establish a counterpart
in the United States to the U.S.-Morocco Joint
Committee on Trade and Investment.

Later this afternoon, His Majesty will preside
over a protocol signing with the Overseas Private
Investment Corporation. OPIC will guarantee
$200 million in U.S. Government support for
a $1.5 billion powerplant being built by an
American company near Casablanca. Morocco’s
decision to welcome foreign participation in
privatizing its state-owned power sector made
this project possible. Together with similar ven-
tures in the future, it promises to generate jobs
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