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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Mar. 17

Statement on the Justice Department’s Conclusion of the Investigation of
Secretary of Transportation Federico Peña
March 16, 1995

This is good news for a Secretary of Transpor-
tation who’s doing a great job. I’m pleased for

Federico.

Remarks at a Saint Patrick’s Day Ceremony With Prime Minister
John Bruton of Ireland and an Exchange With Reporters
March 17, 1995

The President. Good morning. Please be seat-
ed. Happy St. Patrick’s Day. It’s a great pleasure
for me to welcome the Prime Minister here.
This is the Taoiseach’s first visit to the United
States since he assumed office. So on this St.
Patrick’s Day, I think we should begin with an
appropriate greeting, Ceade mile failte, a hun-
dred thousand welcomes.

Mr. Prime Minister, I think, in this symbolic
ceremony, you should go first. So I want to
turn the microphone over to you.

Prime Minister Bruton. Thank you very much.
Mr. President, Mr. Vice President, Secretary of
State, ladies and gentlemen: It’s a wonderful
honor for me to be received here as the leader
of an Irish Government of a country, Ireland,
that’s now at peace, at peace after 25 years
of violence.

I want to say that you, Mr. President, prob-
ably as much as any individual, have helped
to bring that about. When you look back on
your administration, I think the bringing of
peace to Ireland will rank as one of your major
personal achievements. The willingness that you
showed, Mr. President, to take risks, to do
things that many of us might have thought were
foolhardy at the time, like granting a visa to
Gerry Adams—it has been proven to be—you
have been proven to be right. You made the
right decision.

The results are there for all of us to see,
because you gave that organization the sense
of confidence in itself and a glimpse of the
political dividend that was there for them by
pursuing a peaceful rather than a violent path.
That vista that you opened up to them by that
decision enabled them, gave them the con-

fidence to end their campaign and take a new
road.

Others need to show similar courage and gen-
erosity. And I know that the United States will
be willing to play the same crucial role in being
a friend to all in Ireland and encouraging all
in Ireland to be generous risktakers, as you have
been, Mr. President, in your dealings with Ire-
land since the commencement of your adminis-
tration.

My purposes in coming here today, on St.
Patrick’s Day, is to thank you very, very much,
from the bottom of my heart, for what you
have done and to look forward to working with
you and your administration and, indeed, Con-
gress on a bipartisan basis on building on this,
your great achievement.

The President. Thank you.
Prime Minister Bruton. Now, Mr. President,

it is my high honor to present you with some
shamrocks to celebrate this great day.

The President. Thank you very much, Mr.
Prime Minister, for the beautiful gift, the beau-
tiful Irish crystal. I hope the shamrocks will
bring us the luck of the Irish over the next
few months. [Laughter]

Today we don’t have to look much further
than the green ties and the dresses in this room
to be reminded of the bonds between the
United States and Ireland, the common heritage
we share and have shared since the beginning
of our country’s existence. Much of America’s
love of freedom has Irish roots, whether our
ancestors were Catholics or Protestants. Four
signers of the Declaration of Independence were
born in Ireland. At least nine more were of
Irish descent. And many of our bravest soldiers
in the Revolutionary War were Irish-Americans.
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