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Friday say that he really wanted to get welfare
reform out.

But let us recognize what real welfare reform
would be. It would be turning people who are
permanently dependent into permanently suc-
cessful workers who also are successful parents.
That should be the goal of welfare reform. We
should not punish people for the sins they com-
mitted in the past. Instead, we should say, we
will help you if you will behave responsibly in
the future as parents, as students, and as work-
ers. If that is the focus of this welfare reform,
believe me, there’s a lot of reform that needs
to be done.

Everybody in this society, we ought to have
the same goal for. And someday we ought to
be able to have a meeting like this where men
and women all have exactly the same problems
and exactly the same opportunities, because
what our goal should be is that all of us should
be able to live up to our God-given capacities,
to follow our dreams, and to succeed as citizens,
as parents, and as workers. And unless we can

do that, the American dream will not mean the
same thing in the 21st century as it does today.

For all the wonderful things that are going
on, all the millions of jobs we have created,
the fact that now we have more new businesses
created every year than before, we’ve got more
new millionaires every year than before, that’s
a good thing. But the world is changing so fast,
there are a lot of people that are getting caught
at the breaking points, and we’ve got to have
an institutional response to give people the
sense that they can preserve their families and
preserve some order and stability in their lives,
even as they are changing.

Every one of you is entitled to that. That’s
what you are entitled to. And if you really count,
that’s what your country will give you.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:14 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to working mother Marina
Foley and Karen Nussbaum, Director of the
Women’s Bureau at the Department of Labor.

Message on the Observance of Passover, 1995
April 10, 1995

Warm greetings to all who are observing Pass-
over.

A celebration of both liberation and spring,
Passover is a special opportunity to give thanks
for the blessings of freedom and to remember
the faith that sustains us in our bleakest hours.
During this holiday, millions of Jews around the
world draw inspiration from the example of the
Israelites, who preserved their beliefs, their cul-
ture, and their dignity throughout the brutal

winter of slavery. When the warm spring of free-
dom finally came, the Jewish people rebuilt their
community and thrived, ultimately infusing every
corner of the earth with a powerful commitment
to faith and family.

This year, let the Passover holiday remind
us of the hope that can sustain us as a people.
Hillary joins me in extending best wishes to
all for a meaningful Passover.

BILL CLINTON

Message on the Observance of Easter, 1995
April 10, 1995

Warmest greetings to everyone observing
Easter Sunday.

On this day of great hope and promise, Chris-
tians the world over celebrate God’s redemptive
grace as manifested in the life and teachings

of Jesus of Nazareth. This day symbolizes the
victory of good over evil, hope over despair,
and life over death. Rejoicing in the miracle
of Easter, we pledge anew to hold in our hearts
Christ’s message of peace and joy.
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