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from so many sources. I thank all those who
have helped to establish this new system as a
model for protecting our national security within
the framework of a Government of, by, and
for the people.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

April 17, 1995.

NOTE: The Executive order is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Crash of an Air Force C–21 in Alabama
April 18, 1995

Hillary and I were very saddened to learn
of the crash of an Air Force C–21 aircraft near
Alexander City, Alabama, last night, with the
loss of eight lives. The death of these individuals
is a tragic loss for the U.S. Air Force and the

Nation. Their death reminds us all how much
we are indebted to those military and civilian
personnel who serve in the defense of our Na-
tion. Our hearts and our prayers go out to the
families and friends of those who were killed.

The President’s News Conference
April 18, 1995

The President. Good evening. Ladies and gen-
tlemen, before we begin the press conference,
I want to express on behalf of Hillary and myself
our profoundest condolences to the families and
to the loved ones of the eight Americans who
were killed in the crash of the Air Force plane
in Alabama last night.

Tonight I want to talk about welfare reform.
But before I do, I’d like to take just a minute
to put welfare reform into the context of what
is going on now in the United States Congress.
Before the Easter break, the House of Rep-
resentatives produced a flurry of ideas and pro-
posals. Some of them were good. Some need
work. Some should be rejected. My job is to
work with people of good faith in both parties,
in both Houses, to do what is best for America.

I was not elected to produce a pile of vetoes.
And the Congress was not elected to produce
a pile of political issues for the next election.
My philosophy is that we have to go beyond
this kind of politics-as-usual, the old debate
about whether there should be more Govern-
ment or less Government. I think we need a
better and different Government that helps peo-
ple who are helping themselves, one that offers
opportunity but demands responsibility.

I have some common goals with the new Re-
publican majority in the Congress. They say they
want to reduce the deficit and the size of Gov-
ernment. I support that. My administration has
reduced the deficit by $600 billion and is reduc-
ing the size of Government by over 250,000
people. In fact, if it were not for the interest
we have to pay on the debt run up between
1981 and 1992, our Government’s budget would
be in balance today. Let me say that again,
because I don’t think the American people know
that. If it were not for the interest we have
to pay this year on the debt run up between
1981 and 1992, our Government’s budget would
be in balance today.

The Republicans say that they want to be
tough on crime. Our crime bill is tough on
crime, and I want to work with them to build
on that. The Republicans are supporting the
line-item veto, and so am I. I worked hard to
get a version of the line-item veto passed
through the Senate, and I look forward to work-
ing with them, actually getting agreement in
both Houses and having a line-item veto come
into law.

As we look ahead, the issue is, what are we
going to do on the outstanding matters? I have
commented at length on them before the news-
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