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Statement Announcing the Award of the Presidential Medal of Freedom
to Gaylord Nelson
April 21, 1995

I am pleased to announce my intention to
award the Presidential Medal of Freedom to
former Senator Gaylord Nelson, who as State
Legislator, Governor, and Senator championed
the protection of our natural resources. As we
commemorate the 25th anniversary of Earth
Day, his creation, it is fitting that we honor
this great American’s lifetime of public service.

In establishing Earth Day, Gaylord Nelson
helped us to recognize that our fragile environ-
ment was increasingly at peril and that each
of us could make a difference. His work has

inspired all Americans to take responsibility for
the planet’s well-being and for our children’s
future.

I look forward to presenting the Medal to
Senator Nelson.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 21, 1995.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this statement.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on the Oklahoma City Bombing
April 21, 1995

The President. Good afternoon. First let me
say how very proud I am of the swift and deci-
sive and determined work of law enforcement
officials on this case throughout the country.
I know every American is proud of them, too.
Their continued vigilance makes me sure that
we will solve this crime in its entirety and that
justice will prevail.

Today I want to say a special word of thanks
to the Justice Department, under the able lead-
ership of the Attorney General, to Director
Freeh and all the hundreds of people in the
FBI who have worked on this case, to the men
and women of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms, to all the Federal authorities, and
to all the State and local enforcement officials,
especially those in Oklahoma who have been
working on this case. And of course, I’d like
to say a personal thanks, as I know all Americans
would, to the Oklahoma lawman whose vigilance
led to the initial arrest of the suspect.

As I said on Wednesday, justice for these
killers will be certain, swift, and severe. We
will find them. We will convict them. And we
will seek the death penalty for them.

Finally, I know I speak for all Americans
when once again I extend our deepest thanks
to the brave men and women who are still in-
volved in the rescue teams. Let us not forget

them. There is a lot of work for them still to
do. It is difficult, and it is often heartbreaking
now.

Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with
the people in Oklahoma City. And let me say
again: You will overcome this moment of grief
and horror. You will rebuild. And we will be
there to work with you until the work is done.

Q. Mr. President, is there a sense now, sir,
that this was not a foreign threat, that this was
something from within our own borders?

The President. Let me say that I have never
and the Justice Department has never said that
it was a foreign threat. But the most important
thing that you understand is that even though
this is a positive development, this investigation
has a lot of work still to be done in it, and
therefore it would be—it would be wrong to
draw any conclusions. There have been lots of
twists and turns in this investigation. But I
would say to the American people, we should
not assume, as I said yesterday, that we should
not assume that any people from beyond our
borders are involved in it. We should not as-
sume anything, except what we know.

Q. Any idea about motive, Mr. President?
Anything in terms of the one suspect who’s been
arrested, any feeling about what—where he was
or who he was or what he was up to?
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