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Statement on the Death of Naomi Nover
April 25, 1995

Hillary and I were so saddened to learn of
the death of Naomi Nover. Naomi’s years of
dedication to her craft and her efforts to cover
events here at the White House up until just
a few months before her death were a lesson

to us all in hard work and the persistence of
the human spirit. She will be missed greatly,
and our thoughts are with her sisters and the
rest of her family at this difficult time.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
April 25, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report on
progress toward a negotiated settlement of the
Cyprus question. The previous report covered
progress through January 31, 1995. The current
report covers the period from February 1, 1995,
through March 31, 1995.

During this period my Special Emissary for
Cyprus, Richard I. Beattie, and the State De-
partment’s Special Cyprus Coordinator, James
A. Williams, visited Turkey and met with Turk-
ish leaders. Constructive discussions were held
on how best to move the process forward after
the elections in northern Cyprus in April. Prime
Minister Ciller expressed her willingness to as-
sist in finding a solution during her recent visit
and restated Ankara’s commitment to work with

the United Nations in producing an overall solu-
tion to the Cyprus problem.

On March 6, the European Union agreed to
begin accession negotiations with Cyprus after
the conclusion of the 1996 Intergovernmental
Conference. On the same date, the European
Union concluded a customs union agreement
with Turkey. I believe talks on membership in
the EU for the entire island of Cyprus, together
with Turkey’s integration into Europe, will serve
as a catalyst to the search for an overall solution
on Cyprus.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Remarks on Counterterrorism Initiatives and an Exchange With Reporters
April 26, 1995

The President. I asked the leaders of Congress
from both parties to come to the White House
today because I know that we have a shared
commitment to do everything we possibly can
to stamp out the kind of vicious behavior we
saw in Oklahoma City. Everyone here is deter-
mined to do that, and I want us to work to-
gether to get the job done.

On Sunday, I announced the first series of
steps we must take to combat terrorism in
America. Today I’m announcing further meas-

ures, grounded in common sense and steeled
with force. These measures will strengthen law
enforcement and sharpen their ability to crack
down on terrorists wherever they’re from, be
it at home or abroad. This will arm them with
investigative tools, increased enforcement, and
tougher penalties.

I say, again: Justice in this case must be swift,
certain, and severe. And for anyone who dares
to sow terror on American land, justice must
be swift, certain, and severe. We must move
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on with law enforcement measures quickly. We
must move so that we can prevent this kind
of thing from happening again. We cannot allow
our entire country to be subjected to the horror
that the people of Oklahoma City endured. We
can prevent it and must do everything we can
to prevent it. I know that we would do this
together without regard to party, and I’m look-
ing forward to this discussion of it.

Q. Civil libertarians are worried there may
be some ability by law enforcement agencies
to abuse the power that you may be given.

The President. I think we can strike the right
balance. We’ve got to do more to protect the
American people.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:09 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House, prior to a
meeting with congressional leaders. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks on Presenting the President’s Service Awards
April 27, 1995

Thank you very much, Eli Segal, for your
words of introduction and for your outstanding
leadership of our national service efforts. And
thank you, Marlee Matlin, for your leadership
in a volunteer capacity of the most important
volunteer efforts in our country.

Just over a week ago we were reminded that
there are those who want to see our Nation
torn apart. But amid the grief and the destruc-
tion we have also seen how quickly the over-
whelming majority of Americans come together
to help each other to rebuild and to make this
country stronger.

When Hillary and I were in Oklahoma City
last Sunday, we saw a community working
around the clock to rebuild itself. Compassion
and assistance flowed in from all over the
United States. Americans were united in a spirit
of service. It is that spirit which we honor today.

It gives me tremendous pleasure to be here
with all of you to celebrate National Volunteer
Week and to honor the recipients of the Presi-
dent’s Service Awards for 1995. Today we’ll hear
stories of ordinary Americans doing extraor-
dinary things, teachers and homemakers, car-
penters and business leaders, people from small
neighborhood organizations and large corpora-
tions. Our honorees comfort the sick and fight
illiteracy. They repair our parks and keep our
young people out of gangs. They come from
all corners of the Nation. They are diverse in
age and background. Yet they are united by
something larger than all of us, the simple desire
to fulfill the promise of American life.

A couple of days ago I was in Iowa for our
rural conference. Those of us who come from
small towns know that we don’t have a person
to waste in our communities or in our country.
Large or small, our communities have never
been built with bricks and mortar alone. They
are sustained by the faith that there will always
be people there to lend a hand.

That’s why more than 90 million Americans
lend a hand every year, 90 million. At a time
when the American people are working harder
and longer than they have been in the last 10
years at their own jobs, they still find time to
volunteer to help others. Americans know we
can never be fulfilled as a country unless we
are prepared to take responsibility for each
other.

I’m proud that we’re joined to honor this
year’s award recipients by two young members
of AmeriCorps, Brent Bloom and Izabel De
Araugo. They and their fellow corps members
are showing that we gain when we give. In
return for help with college, they’re helping oth-
ers. AmeriCorps efforts go hand in hand with
the voluntarism we celebrate today. It is a great
partnership.

I want to say a special word of appreciation
for Brent Bloom. He lives in Oklahoma City,
where he works in a homeless shelter while
studying for a pre-med degree at Oklahoma
University. A little more than a week ago, Brent
heard the explosion that was felt all around
America. He went straight to the Federal build-
ing, told the first police officer he saw that he
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