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that are lifting the world up and bringing the
world together carry within them the seeds of
disintegration. And the great challenge for the
21st century will be how to see the opportunities
presented by technology, by free movement of
people, by the openness of society, by the
shrinking of the borders between nations with-
out being absolutely consumed by the dangers
and threats that those same forces present.

That is the challenge of the 21st century be-
cause evil has not been uprooted from human
nature, and the more open and the more flexible
we are, the more vulnerable we are to the forces
of organized evil. That is what you saw in Okla-
homa City. That is what you saw in the terrible
incident with the religious fanatic taking a little
vial of poison gas in the subway in Japan. That
is what I see when I go to Russia and what
they really want from me now is an FBI office
because organized crime is taking over their
banks. Or when I went to the Baltics, and in
Riga what they really want is some law enforce-
ment help because now that the totalitarian re-
gime has been stripped away from the Baltics,
they are worried that their port will become
a conduit for drugs and other instruments of
destruction.

And that is what you see in the Middle East.
Why do the terrorists seek to blow up innocent
people in Israel? Because the only way to make
the peace work between the Israelis and the
Palestinians is to have free movement between
the two. And if free movement between the
two means that innocent people are killed, then
the Government of Israel, because the people
demand it, must erect barriers. And then when

the barriers are erected, the income goes down
in the Palestinian area, making the peace a fail-
ure. The openness makes the peace possible
to succeed and provides the threat to its
undoing. That is a microcosm of the challenge
of the 21st century.

If you go home tonight and think about it,
nearly every modern problem can be explained
in those terms. The forces of progress and op-
portunity and integration all carry within them
the seeds of abuse by organized evil. And we
must stand up against it.

In Proverbs, the Scriptures say that there will
someday come a time when the wicked are over-
thrown and there are no more, but the house
of righteousness will stand. Now in my Baptist
upbringing, all the preachers used to tell us
that that would only happen when the end of
human time had come and we were all lifted
to the hereafter. No one knows that, but I will
say this: Edgar Bronfman has worked to hasten
the day when the house of righteousness will
stand, and so must we.

This can be a great time for human history,
and our children and grandchildren can have
a great future because of the lives of people
like Edgar Bronfman. But the challenge is clear:
Can we make the forces of terror the past?
Yes, we can, but we have to work at it.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:34 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel.
The Executive order of May 6 prohibiting certain
transactions with respect to Iran is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.
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That may be the best introduction I ever re-
ceived, and if T had really good judgment, T'd
just sit down. [Laughter]

Thank you, Ellen Malcolm, Senator Mikulski,
and Congresswoman Sheila Jackson-Lee, and to
the Members of Congress who are out in the
audience, my longtime friend Ann Richards. I
met Ann Richards over 20 years ago. And I
think she was living in a place called Lacy Lake
View. And it was easy for me to see even then,
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and even by Texas standards, she was a little
bit larger than life. [Laughter] Humor and em-
pathy, grit and grace, courage and decency, I
respect her, and I envy her. Her jokes are al-
ways better than mine. [Laughter] And you'll
all remember that she delivered one of the best
political lines ever. It perfectly captured the
mood of America. Do you remember? “Pass the
Doritos, Mario.” Didn’t you always want to do
one of those commercials? I did. [Laughter]
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I'm also indebted to Ann Richards for another
reason. She and Hillary went out to dinner last
night, and by apparent happenstance, Julia Child
was eating at the same restaurant. So the people
who were running the show decided that they
should have everything Julia was having, plus
whatever they ordered. According to my wife,
anyway, they had a 10-course, 4-hour meal, after
which they were wheeled out on gurneys.
[Laughter] The good news is, I got home from
New York last night about 1:30 a.m., and it
was perfectly easy to get Hillary up to talk with
me. [Laughter]

I want to say a special word of appreciation
to Ellen Malcolm, for her vision and her work,
her phenomenal energy have played an immeas-
urable role in electing more women to high
public office in this country than would have
been conceivable before she began her impor-
tant work.

I thank her for her recitation of the work
that our administration has done. We have tried
to involve women at an unprecedented level.
I noticed when I started this administration,
people were, even in some of the great estab-
lishment newspapers, they were always criti-
cizing me for trying to have a diverse adminis-
tration, as if there were something wrong with
it. Well, I never had any quotas, and evidence
of that is, we still only have only 44 percent
of my appointees are women, but that’s about
twice as good as anybody else ever did, and
I'm proud of that.

But I have always believed we could achieve
excellence with outreach and effort, without
quotas, and I always thought we had kind of
a stupid quota system before. It was just never
stated. There were just some things that weren’t
women’s work. Now, that’s a quota system, and
we paid for it. And our country’s better off
now that we’re scrapping it.

In the beginning, they used to criticize the
judicial appointments process. But after 2 years,
mercy, they looked up, and we’d named more
judges in that time period than previous admin-
istrations and more women and minorities than
the three previous Presidents, Democratic and
Republican, combined. But the thing that was
interesting and important to me is, we had the
highest percentage of people rated well-qualified
by the American Bar Association of any adminis-
tration since they’d been keeping records.

Under the leadership of Erskine Bowles, who
is now my Deputy Chief of Staff, the Small

Business Administration increased loans to
women businesses by over 80 percent in one
year. And they did it without reducing the num-
ber of loans to white males, and they did it
without making a single unqualified loan.

We can do this, folks. The old system was
the quota system. We need a system where ev-
erybody in America has a chance to serve and
live up to the fullest of their God-given abilities.

Women’s health is a terribly important issue
to me. Ellen talked about it. My grandmother
and my mother were working women and
nurses. And this morning Hillary kicked off a
new chapter in our campaign against breast can-
cer. The most important issue in women’s health
this week is the need to raise our voices in
support of Dr. Henry Foster to be our Surgeon
General.

He is a good man. He is a good doctor.
He has spent his entire life delivering babies,
bringing health care to people who wouldn’t
otherwise have it, training doctors to go out
and help give health care to people who other-
wise wouldn’t have it, and spearheading a na-
tionally televised—nationally recognized program
to reduce teenage pregnancy. It received one
of President Bush’s Point of Light awards.
Henry Foster is a pro-life, pro-choice doctor
who deserves to be confirmed as Surgeon Gen-
eral. Henry Foster’s record should be seen in
the lives of thousands of babies that he has
helped come into this world in a healthy way
and the people he has tried to educate and
the people he has tried to help. And he deserves
to be more than a political football in the
emerging politics of this season.

We are on the verge of a new century and
a difficult and different time when everything
is changing and everything, including our poli-
tics, is somewhat unpredictable. As we look into
the next century, there’s a lot to be happy about:
the end of the cold war, the receding of the
conventional nuclear threat, the emergence of
the information age, and all the exciting possi-
bilities of the global economy. But the great
challenge of this age and the great challenge
I predict to you of the next 50 is that all the
forces that are lifting us up and opening unlim-
ited possibilities to our children and our grand-
children, all the forces that are driving us toward
a more integrated and cooperative world have
a dark underside of disintegration. Because of
so many of the things that are happening, we
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are lifting people up and seeing people beat
down at the same time.

There is great economic division in all the
advanced countries. Why? Because more than
ever before, education determines income and
future prospects. So there is a great fault line
in the great American middle class today which
is responsible for a lot of the anxieties and a
lot of the political issues and a lot of the divi-
siveness in our country. Those that have a good
education are being lifted up; those that don’t
are being left behind.

More than half—more than half—of the male
workers in this country are working a longer
work week for a lower wage than they were
making 10 years ago. That is a phenomenally
important fact, not just economically but psycho-
logically. All over America, men come home
from work at night and sit down across the
table with their families and know they’re work-
ing as hard as they can, and they feel less se-
cure, and they wonder if theyve let their fami-
lies down.

We have to do things that will change that.
We have to bridge the economic divide and
unleash the potential of all of our people. And
the key issue there is education, constant, unre-
lenting dedication to excellence in education for
a lifetime. It is necessary if we’re going to bring
this country back together.

We have these profound social divisions in
our country. We have so much diversity now
it is really a—it’s a gold mine for us. Ann Rich-
ards took the lead in trying to get the Congress
to ratify the NAFTA agreement because she
knew that we had to be more closely connected
with other countries in the world and that our
ethnic and racial diversity is a gold mine. But
when people are frightened, it’s easy to focus
that fright on people who look different than
we do or who think differently than we do about
certain things. So there is this great social divi-
sion: Will our diversity become a source of unity
and strength, or will it be a source of our
undoing?

And then there are deeper moral divisions
that I want to talk about today which are most
clearly manifested in the varying attitudes in
this country toward violence. And it’s something
we're all living with in a very personal and
human way because of the way we have shared
the grief and outrage of Oklahoma City.

The condition of women in all three of these
areas is profoundly important. And the response

620

of women to all of these changes is important.
As Ellen said, we've made a good beginning
to try to help deal with these problems, to
strengthen families and support incomes with
the Family and Medical Leave Act. The earned-
income credit this year will give the average
family of four with an income of under $25,000
an average tax cut of $1,000. We have set in
motion a plan under the leadership of Secretary
Shalala to immunize all the kids in this country
under the age of 2 by 1996. Those are important
things.

This Congress of the last 2 years voted vir-
tually to fully fund the Women, Infants and
Children program to make sure that child nutri-
tion and care for pregnant women was on the
front burner. We have had dramatic expansion
in our education efforts, from Head Start to
apprenticeships for young people who don’t go
to college but want good jobs, to more afford-
able college loans for millions of people, to the
national service program which has enabled
young people to serve their communities and
earn money to go to college. All these things
are terribly important.

We have a future economic agenda and a
families agenda that involves raising the min-
imum wage, which I hope you will all support.
Two-thirds of all the beneficiaries of an increase
in the minimum wage will be working women,
working women.

There was a remarkable show on one of our
television stations up here the other night, a
news program on a little town south of here
that had a lot of minimum wage workers. And
they went and interviewed a woman working
in a factory. And the news reporter said, “Now,
you know, your employer says that if the min-
imum wage goes up, that theyll either have
to put more money in machines or they’ll lose
business. In any case, you might lose your job
if the minimum wage is raised.” And she looked
at him and said, “Honey, I'll take my chances”™—
[laughter]—which I thought was the best one-
line response I've seen on the news in a long
time. If we don’t raise the minimum wage, next
year it will be at a 40-year low. That is not
my idea of what America should look like as
we move into the global economy.

We ought to have welfare reform, but it ought
to be the right kind of welfare reform. We
shouldn’t be punishing people for mistakes in
the past. We should be giving them opportunity
and imposing responsibility as they move into
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the future so people can succeed as successful
workers and successful parents. It ought to be
a work-based, parent-based strong program that
lifts people up, not puts them down basically
just as a guise to save money. That is very
important. You should be involved in the welfare
reform effort.

And we should continue to invest more in
education, not less. I say to the Congress over
and over, we have two deficits, not one. Yeah,
we've got a budget deficit, but we've also got
an education deficit. And if we try to solve the
budget deficit at the expense of the education
deficit, we will be cutting off our nose to spite
our face, because we will lower the incomes
of America and their capacity to pay taxes. So
there are things we can do to deal with the
economic divide where the fault line is edu-
cation. And we are working to do things that
will bring us together and to lessen these social
tensions by lifting up everybody in their work
and in their family life.

But we have to say that America has special
problems which we have all begun to think more
about because of the heartbreak of Oklahoma
City, and that is violence. It has many forms.
We live with it in our streets and our schools
and our homes, where we work, where we live,
where we play. Yes, we see it visibly if there
is an action against a clinic where legal abortions
are performed. But we also see it in some of
our churches and synagogues. I never will forget
being in Brooklyn one day with Congressman
Schumer and driving by a synagogue with a
big swastika on it—in the United States in 1992.

We also see it, unfortunately, in our families.
Violence can do a lot of damage in a country
and it certainly has here. In Oklahoma City,
we suffered a terrible wound because it was
an act of terrorism. And as we mourn the dead
and heal the injured, console the grieving and
begin the rebuilding, we must also spare no
effort to bring to justice those responsible. We
must also understand that even punishing the
guilty will not be enough if we cannot protect
the innocent in the future. So I say to you
my fellow Americans: I take a back seat to no
one in my devotion to the Constitution. But
we can protect the Constitution and our free-
dom and be tougher on terrorism in America,
and we must.

I have sent to Congress a large number of
suggestions that will strengthen our hand in
dealing with this issue. And again, I urged them

to act on it and act on it without delay. The
stories you do not read in the newspaper are
those that are most important—the bombs that
don’t go off, the schemes that are thwarted be-
fore they succeed—and we must be better and
better and better at that. Whether terrorism is
hatched abroad or within our borders, we must
be better.

But we must also stand up against those who
say that somehow this is all right, this is some-
how a political act, people who say, “I love
my country, but I hate my Government.” These
people, who do they think they are, saying that
their Government has stamped out human free-
dom?

I don’t know if there’s another country in
the world that would, by law, protect the right
of a lot of these groups to say what they want
to say to each other over the shortwave radio
or however else they want to say it, to assemble
over the weekend and do whatever they want
to do, and to bear arms, which today means
more than the right to keep and bear arms,
it may mean the right to keep and bear an
arsenal of artillery. Is there a—who are they
to say they have no freedom in this country?
Other countries do not permit that.

I plead with you, do not lose your concentra-
tion on this issue. This is a big issue. Remember
what T said earlier: The forces that are lifting
up the world have a dark underside. What
makes the global society work? What makes the
information age work? Openness. Free move-
ment. Low barriers to the transfer of people,
ideas, and information. What does that mean?
You can have a terrorist network on the Internet
exchanging information about building bombs.
What does that mean? You can build the bomb
in one State and get in your truck and drive
somewhere else freely and without being inter-
rupted. What does it mean? It's easier to get
into other countries where you want to make
mischief. The open society is at more risk to
the forces of organized evil.

Don't forget about the people in Oklahoma
City. Don’t forget about their families. Don’t
forget about what they need to rebuild, and
don’t forget about what we need to try to pre-
vent future incidents of this kind. Do not lose
your interest in this issue as it fades into the
past. We have a lot of work to do.

Let me also say that I hope that this incident
will focus us a little more on the general prob-
lem of the extraordinary level of violence in
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our society, to find its common roots as well
as to understand the differences in the different
kinds of violence we have. I have to say this,
and maybe it's an old-fashioned view, but I be-
lieve that it is innate in human nature that there
is the capacity to do wrong and to harm others.
And we are all balanced in different ways, sub-
ject to different forces. There are always excuses
or reasons that can be given. I'm sorry for what-
ever terrible thing happened to the suspect in
the Oklahoma City bombing case, but we have
to stop making excuses and start thinking about
what we can do to build a responsible, non-
violent society.

There is a lot of good news out there. I was
in New York yesterday, where the crime rate
has been going down for several years and
where this year the murder rate is so far—
knock on wood—more than a third below what
it was last year. And this is happening all over
the country. But violent crime is much higher
today than it was a generation ago. There’s been
rising incidence of sexual assaults, muggings,
homicides, some of it caused by street gangs
which themselves systematically terrorize law-
abiding citizens in their area of operation, first
in our inner cities and now spreading more and
more to suburbs and to small towns.

Increasingly, the victims of crime and the cul-
prits alike are young people, even children.
Today, believe it or not, there are thousands
of children who stay home from school every
day in America because theyre afraid that vio-
lence will await them there. And even more
children go and learn about fear in their class-
rooms and hallways.

Sometimes the sole motivation for crime is
hate or racial prejudice or extreme ideology.
We've seen people killed and others wounded
only because they were working at clinics. In
the last decades weve been forced to acknowl-
edge the full extent of reality about which we
had long remained in denial which may not be
able to be explained in terms of hate, racial
prejudice, or extremist ideology, and that is the
epidemic violence visited on women and chil-
dren, often in the home.

I have known about this problem for a long
time. I understand how it rips up family. Hillary
and I were regular visitors at a shelter for bat-
tered women and their children when we lived
at home. I have talked with abused children.
I know that this problem of domestic violence
is a difficult one. We have begun to be aggres-
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sive with it. America must be aggressive with
it.

We see how much of crime among our young
people is still due to drugs. And it’s shocking
to me that, for reasons that are not entirely
understandable, as the economy has gotten bet-
ter but some places have been left behind, cas-
ual drug use among some of our young people
is going up again. This is a bad thing. We must
speak against it. It will lead to more violence.

If you look at the profile of every penitentiary
in the country, every Governor in America, in-
cluding Ann Richards and Bill Clinton, every
Governor in the country in the last 15 years
has given speech after speech after speech about
how tough we were on crime and how many
prison cells we've built. If you go behind those
bars, you'll see them just full of people who
basically had two problems: They had no edu-
cation, and they were either addicted to drugs
or alcohol. And so we continue to pay the price
in violence and wrecked lives.

All of you have cared a great deal about mak-
ing democracy work for all Americans. And
you've done a good thing. And when we change
our economic policy, when we broaden the
doors of opportunities for people and permit
more women and others who have been tradi-
tionally denied a chance to live up to their full-
est capacities a chance to do it, we're all better
off, and we're all strengthened. But when this
country has the plague of violence we endure
in so many ways, we are all weakened.

The most tragic thing outside the human loss
in Oklahoma City itself to me was seeing the
absolute terror that inflicted the lives of millions
of American children who felt vulnerable, who
felt that they somehow no longer understood
what the rules were, didn’t know if their parents
could protect them, didn't know if right and
wrong would reign in America.

So I say to you, we need to take a serious
look at this whole issue of violence. We tried
to address it in the crime bill last year with
more police on the street because we know that
that prevents crime, with the assault weapons
ban and the Brady bill, with stronger sentences
and prevention programs for our young people,
and programs for drug education and prevention
and treatment.

We also understand that poverty breeds
crime. That's why I worked so hard on the
earned-income tax credit, to say that if you do
work you shouldn’t be still in poverty. We ought
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to reward work. The real heroes in this country
today are people who are being pounded by
this global economy, who are living in neighbor-
hoods that are difficult, and still get up every
day and go to work and raise their children
the best they can, obey the law, pay their taxes,
and try to make things work. They deserve eco-
nomic policies and security policies that give
them a chance to be honored for their work.

I do want to say again, though, we have to
try to look deeper at the cause of the violence.
Ellen mentioned that I recently appointed
Bonnie Campbell, of Iowa, to direct our Office
of Violence Against Women. And one of her
most important jobs will be simply to educate
the American people about the scope of this
problem and what should be done and how to
root it out. But our goal must be not just to
punish people who do this but to stop it from
happening in the first place, to change the spirit
and the culture of America.

Yesterday—or, excuse me, late last week, I
met with Eileen Adams, another distinguished
appointee at the Justice Department, who runs
our Office of Victims Rights. And we honored
people who spend all their time working with
victims of crime. I met mothers who’d lost their
children. I met a woman who had been victim-
ized by a repeat sex offender who was released
on parole, who molested her, poured gasoline
over her body, set her afire, and left her to
die. And this young girl—having literally had
her body burned beyond recognition—and her
brave mother have worked for more than a dec-
ade, after this child was maimed and blinded
and burned almost beyond recognition, to put
her life back together physically and spiritually.
And now the mother and the daughter spend
all their time trying to help victims of crime.

We must address what is causing the United
States to commit the whole range of violence
that we see. And none of us can escape our
responsibility. We have to say: What do we ex-
pect from individuals? And we’re not going to
tolerate the defense that somebody else made
me do it. What will families have to do? What
will community organizations have to do? What
must the churches do? What must the Govern-
ment do? Where have we been wrong? What
must the media do? And what must the culture
do, the influence centers in our culture, the
entertainment industry, the sports industry?

There have now been—the Vice President
told me this morning before I left to come over

here, there have now been 3,000 studies on
the relationship between violent behavior and
exposure to violence through entertainment in
ways that desensitize people to it, and they all
show that there is a connection.

Now, that doesn’t mean that we should have
all movies and books without violence. This is
a violent country. It's a part of real life. It
doesn’t mean they can’t be exciting. But it does
mean when we desensitize and deaden people
to the reality of violence, we cannot be surprised
when our children, who do not know right from
wrong and are not as well developed as those
of us who are older, have a desensitized reaction
to their own conduct. So we must all say: What
is our responsibility? We must all accept the
fact that our words do have consequences. We
must accept that.

We must ask, without pointing the finger of
blame necessarily, we say: Do you say things
or do things that either reinforce violent behav-
ior, encourage violent behavior, act as if at least
it doesn’t matter to you, or numb people to
what it’s really like? And what could we do
to deal with this in a comprehensive way? We
don’t need to make this a political issue. We
must not make it a partisan issue. But neither
can anybody run and hide under the sheet and
say, well, T didn't do this, that, or the other
thing; therefore, what I did do was fine.

This horrible thing that has happened to us
in Oklahoma at least imposes on us a responsi-
bility to all examine the roots of violence in
this country. We need not be more violent than
other countries. We need not abuse our freedom
so cavalierly. We need not snuff out more lives.
But above all, if we do this, we can’t be selec-
tive. We can’t condemn one act of violence and
condone another. That would be like trying to
put out a fire by just watering one room and
leaving the others to burn.

For too long, people, I think, have taken the
easy way out and blamed violence only on the
environment in which a person grows up. Well,
that’s, doubtless, true. But if that's true, why
do most people who grow up in horrible envi-
ronments turn out to be law-abiding citizens?
Why do some people succeed against all the
odds? Other people, because it lets them off
the hook, just want to blame the individual and
ignore the root causes. Well, if that’s true, why
are some groups of people so much more law
abiding than others and so much less violent
than others? We've got to set aside our pre-
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conceptions and our ideological baggage. And
I say again, we don’t need partisanship here;
we need to look at violence with new and fresh
eyes.

My administration has worked to make our
country safer. It’s worked to give more people
the liberation of education. It’s worked to make
the economy stronger. And we can do more
on all these fronts. But the thing that is driving
violence in America is deeper than that, deeper
than all these things.

So I ask you to work on this, to work on
this with me. Yes, continue your passion for
the cause of violence against women and chil-
dren. Yes, continue your passion for the propo-
sition that people who only perform legally
under the law should not have their places of
business bombed.

But be concerned about the political violence
that makes people believe that they can literally
claim to be political prisoners when they murder
innocent children. And be concerned about the
violence that grows out of our total insensitivity
to the welfare of all these children who are
growing up on the meanest streets in America.
Be concerned about the violence that may at
least be legitimized by the cultural forces and

the daily words that all of us endure and some-
times enjoy.

We all have a role in this. This is a big issue.
It will not be solved overnight. But it will be
hard enough, I will tell you again, it will be
hard enough for us to combat the forces of
disintegration and organized evil into the 21st
century if we are at our best. If we are at
our best, it will be hard enough. If we continue
to be insensitive to the role all the forces in
our society play to the environment in which
we operate, it may be a battle we can’t win.

I honestly believe that the years ahead of
us will be the most exciting, most productive,
most rewarding years in all of human history,
especially for people who historically have not
been able to live up to the fullest of their capac-
ity. But to do that, we must—we must—root
out this scourge of darkness within our country,
and we can do it.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:02 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Washington Hilton at the
EMILY’s List 10th anniversary celebration. In his
remarks, he referred to Ellen Malcolm, founder
and president, EMILY’s List, and Ann Richards,
former Governor of Texas.

Remarks to “I Have A Future” Program Participants

May 1, 1995

Dr. Foster, Dr. Peters, Jason and LaShonda,
the “I Have A Future” teens and parents, and
the national community leaders that are here.
I have received, in this room named for Presi-
dents Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt, Kings
and Queens, Prime Ministers and Presidents,
Senators and Congressmen and Governors,
Nobel Prize-winning scientists, world-famous
citizens. I have never been prouder to receive
people in this room than I am to have you
here today. LaShonda and Jason have said every-
thing that needs to be said about this, about
Henry Foster and about the “I Have A Future”
program.

For a very long time, I have been concerned
about how many of our young people we are
losing because of teen pregnancy or drugs or
violence or just giving up on school. This pro-
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gram, which combats teen pregnancy through
abstinence and hope, which keeps people in
school and off drugs and away from violence,
is what America ought to be about. We have
people here every day making speeches about
all this. You have actually done something about
it.

We have people here every day rushing to
define people that they're opposed to in little
cardboard cut-out terms, so that it will fit in
15 or 20 seconds that shoots across the airways
at night on the evening news. Now you know,
because you know Dr. Foster, how easy it is
to make something big little, something little
big, something straight twisted, something good
look wrong.

Henry Foster has been a teacher and a doc-
tor. He has done everything he could to pro-
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