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conceptions and our ideological baggage. And
I say again, we don’t need partisanship here;
we need to look at violence with new and fresh
eyes.

My administration has worked to make our
country safer. It’s worked to give more people
the liberation of education. It’s worked to make
the economy stronger. And we can do more
on all these fronts. But the thing that is driving
violence in America is deeper than that, deeper
than all these things.

So I ask you to work on this, to work on
this with me. Yes, continue your passion for
the cause of violence against women and chil-
dren. Yes, continue your passion for the propo-
sition that people who only perform legally
under the law should not have their places of
business bombed.

But be concerned about the political violence
that makes people believe that they can literally
claim to be political prisoners when they murder
innocent children. And be concerned about the
violence that grows out of our total insensitivity
to the welfare of all these children who are
growing up on the meanest streets in America.
Be concerned about the violence that may at
least be legitimized by the cultural forces and

the daily words that all of us endure and some-
times enjoy.

We all have a role in this. This is a big issue.
It will not be solved overnight. But it will be
hard enough, I will tell you again, it will be
hard enough for us to combat the forces of
disintegration and organized evil into the 21st
century if we are at our best. If we are at
our best, it will be hard enough. If we continue
to be insensitive to the role all the forces in
our society play to the environment in which
we operate, it may be a battle we can’t win.

I honestly believe that the years ahead of
us will be the most exciting, most productive,
most rewarding years in all of human history,
especially for people who historically have not
been able to live up to the fullest of their capac-
ity. But to do that, we must—we must—root
out this scourge of darkness within our country,
and we can do it.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:02 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Washington Hilton at the
EMILY’s List 10th anniversary celebration. In his
remarks, he referred to Ellen Malcolm, founder
and president, EMILY’s List, and Ann Richards,
former Governor of Texas.
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Dr. Foster, Dr. Peters, Jason and LaShonda,
the “I Have A Future” teens and parents, and
the national community leaders that are here.
I have received, in this room named for Presi-
dents Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt, Kings
and Queens, Prime Ministers and Presidents,
Senators and Congressmen and Governors,
Nobel Prize-winning scientists, world-famous
citizens. I have never been prouder to receive
people in this room than I am to have you
here today. LaShonda and Jason have said every-
thing that needs to be said about this, about
Henry Foster and about the “I Have A Future”
program.

For a very long time, I have been concerned
about how many of our young people we are
losing because of teen pregnancy or drugs or
violence or just giving up on school. This pro-

624

gram, which combats teen pregnancy through
abstinence and hope, which keeps people in
school and off drugs and away from violence,
is what America ought to be about. We have
people here every day making speeches about
all this. You have actually done something about
it.

We have people here every day rushing to
define people that they're opposed to in little
cardboard cut-out terms, so that it will fit in
15 or 20 seconds that shoots across the airways
at night on the evening news. Now you know,
because you know Dr. Foster, how easy it is
to make something big little, something little
big, something straight twisted, something good
look wrong.

Henry Foster has been a teacher and a doc-
tor. He has done everything he could to pro-
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mote life’s best values. He has spent a lifetime
addressing the problems that are now engulfing
our country. If we can’t save you kids, we can’t
save America. If we can’t convince you that vio-
lence is wrong, that drugs are wrong, that teen
pregnancy is wrong, that you've got to live for
yourself and make the most of your life, we
can’t save America. Most folks get so cynical
and skeptical, they think nothing good can hap-
pen. Well, here it is, something good happening,
something wonderful happening, something that
is changing lives and it is bringing people to-
gether, something that there is no partisan poli-
tics in, something that is just good, rooted in
old-fashioned, good, decent American values.

Everybody that looks at it has reached the
same conclusion. My predecessor, President
Bush, honored the success of this program by
naming it one of the 1,000 Points of Light.
President Bush’s Secretary of Health and
Human Services, Dr. Lou Sullivan, said that “I
Have A Future” is the kind of program this
country needs because it turns young people’s
lives around. I didn’t say that, though I sure
believe it. They said that.

So I say to you, I'm glad you came up here
to fight for Henry Foster, and I'm glad you
came up here to fight against people who are
compelled, for political reasons, to label Ameri-
cans and put them in little boxes and turn them
into something they’re not.

I'm glad you came up here to tell the Mem-
bers of the Congress, “If you want me to grow

up to be a good citizen, if you want me to
believe in the American way of life, then you
had better honor it in the decisions you make.”
If we can’t confirm Henry Foster to be the
Surgeon General of the United States, what kind
of person can we confirm? He deserves it, and
America needs the kinds of thing that you have
shown us here today.

When you go home, you remember what I
told you: In this room, Kings and Queens, Presi-
dents and Prime Ministers, Senators and Con-
gressmen and Governors, Nobel Prize winners,
world-famous people, but you are carrying the
future of America in your soul, in your spirit,
in what you believe in, and in what you do.
And America has a future if you have a future.

Tomorrow, you show that to the Congress,
and you show that to America, and you say,
“We're not going to let this good man be put
in a little box for somebody’s political objectives.
The future of the children of this country is
more important than that.”

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Surgeon General nominee
Henry Foster; Dr. Sheila Peters, coordinator of
community services, “I Have A Future” Adoles-
cent Health Promotion Program; and program
participants Jason Gordon and LaShonda Mary-
land.
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Please be seated. I'm delighted to see all of
you here: Senator Burns; Secretary Widnall; to
our distinguished military leaders who are here,
General Shalikashvili, General Fogelman, Gen-
eral Stein; members of the Board of Visitors
of the Air Force Academy; Coach DeBerry; and
the seniors of the Falcons football team. I want
to congratulate the Air Force Academy on win-
ning the Commander in Chief trophy now for
the 6th year in a row.

When 1 presented the Air Force Academy
the Commander in Chief trophy 2 years ago,

I had just become President, and I didn’t under-
stand that the idea of a traveling trophy meant
that it was supposed to go back and forth be-
tween Colorado and Washington—[laughter]—
once a year. I now understand what this trav-
eling trophy is, and I think I will be far more
comfortable in doing my duty today.

I was impressed with the Air Force Academy’s
ferocious defense. We could use some of your
coaching up here from time to time, Coach.
Sacking the opposing quarterback a record 48
times; 2 straight games holding your opponents
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