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months to foster free markets. Those were the
right steps, and the international community has
given the right response, large-scale assistance
to help Ukraine stay on the path of reform.
I want President Kuchma and the Ukrainian
people to know that the United States and the
West will stay the course with you.

I look forward to discussing the potential for
strengthening the economic ties between our
two nations. The private sector can be the en-
gine of economic growth for Ukraine. And as
prosperity takes hold, 52 million Ukrainians can
become major consumers of our goods and serv-
ices. That will produce more jobs, at better
wages, in both our countries.

The United States admires the extraordinary
progress Ukraine has made in such a short time.
Building democracy and a successful market
economy takes time and patience. Ukrainian
people are demonstrating an abundance of both,
and I am here to reaffirm our country’s strong
support for your courage and vision.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3:25
p.m. in the Mariinsky Palace Courtyard. In his
remarks, he referred to President Leonid Kuchma
of Ukraine and his wife, Lyudmyla Niaolayivna
Kuchma.

Statement on Extension of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
May 11, 1995

Today in New York the nations of the world
made history. The decision by consensus to ex-
tend indefinitely the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty without conditions is a critical step in
making the American people—and people
throughout the world—more safe and secure.
It will build a better future for our children
and the generations to come.

Indefinite extension of the NPT has been a
central priority of my Administration—the pri-
mary item on the most ambitious arms control
agenda since the dawn of the nuclear age. For
25 years, the NPT has been the cornerstone
of global efforts to reduce the danger of nuclear
weapons. Today’s overwhelming consensus in
favor of making the treaty permanent testifies
to a deep and abiding international commitment
to confront the danger posed by nuclear weap-
ons.

It is fitting that we should do this today. This
week, all the world’s peoples have joined to-
gether to commemorate the events of 50 years
ago, when the Allied forces defeated fascism
but much of the world lay shattered by war
and shrouded by the dawn of the atomic age.
After five decades of cold war competition and
the specter of nuclear holocaust between East
and West, the decision to make the Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty permanent opens a new and
more hopeful chapter in our history.

The nuclear danger has not ended. The capa-
bility to build nuclear weapons cannot be un-
learned, nor will evil ambition disappear. But
the overwhelming consensus in favor of the
Treaty and its future attests to a deep and abid-
ing international commitment to confront the
nuclear danger by rejecting nuclear proliferation.
This decision says to our children and all who
follow: The community of nations will remain
steadfast in opposing the dangerous spread of
nuclear weapons.

I am especially pleased to receive this news
in Kiev, for Ukraine’s adherence to the NPT
as a nonnuclear weapons state and its action
to bring START I into force were major con-
tributions to the effort to achieve indefinite ex-
tension of the Treaty. I want once more to thank
President Kuchma for these important and posi-
tive steps.

This moment also owes much to the progress
made by the United States and Russia in reduc-
ing and dismantling strategic nuclear arsenals.
As one of the three depositaries of the NPT,
Russia has worked closely with us and others
to bring about the Treaty’s indefinite extension.

This event is a victory for all. I want to ex-
press my appreciation to all of the countries
who worked hard to achieve a successful out-
come to the NPT Extension Conference, and
who have made a decision that strengthens the
security of every nation and of all people.
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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Convention on Nuclear Safety
May 11, 1995

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for Senate advice and

consent to ratification, the Convention on Nu-
clear Safety done at Vienna on September 20,
1994. This Convention was adopted by a Diplo-
matic Conference convened by the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in June 1994
and was opened for signature in Vienna on Sep-
tember 20, 1994, during the IAEA General Con-
ference. Secretary of Energy O’Leary signed the
Convention for the United States on that date.
Also transmitted for the information of the Sen-
ate is the report of the Department of State
concerning the Convention.

At the September 1991 General Conference
of the IAEA, a resolution was adopted, with
U.S. support, calling for the IAEA secretariat
to develop elements for a possible International
Convention on Nuclear Safety. From 1992 to
1994, the IAEA convened seven expert working
group meetings, in which the United States par-
ticipated. The IAEA Board of Governors ap-
proved a draft text at its meeting in February
1994, after which the IAEA convened a Diplo-
matic Conference attended by representatives of
more than 80 countries in June 1994. The final
text of the Convention resulted from that Con-
ference.

The Convention establishes a legal obligation
on the part of Parties to apply certain general
safety principles to the construction, operation,
and regulation of land-based civilian nuclear
power plants under their jurisdiction. Parties to
the Convention also agree to submit periodic
reports on the steps they are taking to imple-
ment the obligations of the Convention. These
reports will be reviewed and discussed at review
meetings of the Parties, at which each Party
will have an opportunity to discuss and seek
clarification of reports submitted by other Par-
ties.

The United States has initiated many steps
to deal with nuclear safety, and has supported
the effort to develop this Convention. With its
obligatory reporting and review procedures, re-
quiring Parties to demonstrate in international
meetings how they are complying with safety
principles, the Convention should encourage
countries to improve nuclear safety domestically
and thus result in an increase in nuclear safety
worldwide. I urge the Senate to act expeditiously
in giving its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 11, 1995.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on
Democracy Promotion Programs
May 11, 1995

Dear Mr. Chairman:
I am pleased to transmit herewith a report

on the democracy promotion programs funded
by the United States Government. The report
is required by section 534 of the Foreign Rela-
tions Authorization Act for Fiscal Years 1994
and 1995 (Public Law 103–236).

The report reviews the current status of U.S.-
sponsored programs to promote democracy. As
part of the Vice President’s National Perform-
ance Review, agencies will be seeking ways to

further streamline these programs in the coming
months.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, and Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, House
Committee on International Relations.
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