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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / May 17

Statement on Secretary of Commerce Ronald H. Brown
May 17, 1995

Secretary Brown’s success as Secretary of
Commerce is unparalleled. Through his service,
the Department has expanded opportunities for
American businesses in this country and abroad.
I know him to be a dedicated public servant.
The Attorney General has determined that the
facts warrant the appointment of an independent

counsel. As I have noted in the past, the legal
standard for such an appointment is low. I am
confident at the conclusion of the process, the
independent counsel will find no wrongdoing
by Secretary Brown. In the interim, I value his
continued service on behalf of this country.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance With
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
May 17, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use of

Military Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public
Law 102–1), and as part of my effort to keep
the Congress fully informed, I am reporting on
the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance
with the resolutions adopted by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council.

Since its recognition of Kuwait last November,
Iraq has done little to comply with its numerous
remaining obligations under Council resolutions.
At its bimonthly review of Iraq sanctions in
March, the Security Council voted unanimously
to maintain the sanctions regime on Iraq without
change. We shall continue to insist that the
sanctions be maintained until Iraq complies with
all relevant provisions of U.N. Security Council
resolutions. Ambassador Albright’s trip to several
Security Council capitals in late February solidi-
fied the support of a majority of Council mem-
bers for the U.S. position.

According to the April report to the Council
by UNSCOM Chairman Ekeus, Iraq remains
out of compliance with its obligations regarding
weapons of mass destruction (WMD). While
UNSCOM reports that the elements of its re-
gime to monitor Iraq’s capability to produce
weapons of mass destruction are in place, con-
tinued Iraqi failure to provide complete informa-
tion about its past weapons programs means
UNSCOM cannot be assured that its monitoring
regime is comprehensive. Of greatest concern
is Iraq’s refusal to account for 17 tons of biologi-
cal growth media which could be used to

produce biological weapons. According to
UNSCOM, ‘‘. . . the only conclusion that can
be drawn is that there is a high risk that they
(the media) had been purchased and in part
used for proscribed purposes—the production
of agents for biological weapons.’’ Iraq disingen-
uously continues to claim that it has never had
a biological weapons program.

At the same time, the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), continues to investigate
reports that Iraq has restarted its nuclear weap-
ons program. According to press reports, a dis-
sident Iraqi nuclear scientist passed documents
to the IAEA which suggest Iraq has restarted
its prohibited research into nuclear weapons
production. This information is very preliminary;
the IAEA’s investigation continues.

In addition to failing to comply with the
WMD provisions of Security Council resolutions,
the regime remains in violation of numerous
other Security Council requirements. The re-
gime has failed to be forthcoming with informa-
tion on hundreds of Kuwaitis and third-country
nationals missing since the Iraqi occupation. As
I previously reported, the Kuwaiti government
submitted to the Secretary General a list of the
military equipment looted from Kuwait during
the war. Iraq has still not taken steps to return
this or other Kuwaiti property stolen during the
occupation, with the exception of one Kuwaiti
C–130 and a small number of military vehicles,
all in derelict condition. Ambassador Albright
has presented to the Council evidence acquired
during Iraq’s troop movements last October that
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