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opportunity to exercise it, it begins with the
work of citizenship. When you go home, I want
every one of you to think about that. What
can you do with the State party? What ought
you to do with the Republican Party in your
State? What kind of debates can you sponsor?
What kind of ways can you reach out and touch
people? We must make people matter again.

You know, we’ll win some elections in the
future if none of this happens. We’ll be smarter,
and we’ll get cleverer, and the next time this
happens we’ll do better. But what the country
needs is to take these incredible technological
changes that are going on and use them to con-
nect people together again, not continue to drive
them apart. You just think about that.

Why do people think they matter more in
adversity than in creating a future that we can
all be a part of? Why does there have to be
a flood or a tornado before everybody who walks
the streets, without regard to their income, their

education, their race, their background, or their
politics, feels like they are first and foremost
an American? That is what we have to give
back to them. And if we do, we’ll be doing
fine because we will remember that the most
important thing is whether the American people
do fine.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. at the
Hilton Hotel and Towers. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to the following Democratic National Com-
mittee officers: Donald Fowler, national chair-
man; Senator Christopher Dodd, general chair-
man; Debra DeLee, former interim chair and
1996 Democratic Convention CEO; and David
Wilhelm, former chair, and his wife, Degee. He
also referred to the Retirement Protection Act of
1994, which appears in title VII of the Uruguay
Round Agreements Act of 1994, approved De-
cember 8, 1994 (Public Law No. 103–465).

Statement on the Terrorist Bombing in Israel
January 22, 1995

I condemn in the strongest possible terms
this horrendous act of terrorist violence. Once
again, the enemies of peace have struck down
innocent people in an evil effort to destroy the
hopes of peaceful coexistence between Israelis
and Arabs.

I call on all those who have chosen the path
of peace to condemn this act and redouble their
efforts to achieve a secure and lasting peace.
The perpetrators of terrorism and their sponsors
are determined to stop us from achieving this

goal. I repeat what I said to them in the Middle
East last October: ‘‘You cannot succeed. You
will not succeed. You must not succeed, for
you are the past, not the future.’’

On behalf of the American people, I extend
our condolences and deepest sympathy to the
families of the victims.

NOTE: The statement referred to the January 22
suicide bombing which killed 19 people at a mili-
tary bus stop near Nordiya, Israel.

Message to the Congress on Disaster Assistance to Japan
January 20, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:

I have directed the Secretary of Defense to
provide appropriate disaster assistance to the
Government of Japan in response to the dev-
astating earthquake of January 17, 1995. As re-
quired by section 404 of title 10, United States

Code, I am notifying the Congress that the
United States commence disaster relief oper-
ations on January 18, 1995, at 11:06 p.m., east-
ern standard time. To date, the U.S. military
has provided 37,000 blankets. In addition, the
following information is provided:
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1. Disaster relief assistance is being provided
in response to an earthquake affecting Kobe
and Osaka, Japan.

2. Reports indicate at least 3,100 people have
died, nearly 900 are missing, over 16,000
are injured, and an estimated 240,000 are
homeless. The destruction of basic physical
infrastructure poses a threat to the lives
of the survivors.

3. Currently, U.S. military involvement has
been limited to 15 U.S. Air Force C–130
Hercules sorties. Further requests for U.S.
military assistance in the form of transpor-

tation, supplies, services, and equipment are
unknown at this time.

4. Switzerland is providing search and rescue
dog teams. Assistance by other countries
is unknown.

5. Anticipated duration of disaster assistance
activities is unknown.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
January 20, 1995.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 23.

Remarks on Signing the Congressional Accountability Act of 1995
January 23, 1995

Good morning, everyone. I’m delighted to be
joined this morning by Senator Nickles, Senator
Ford, Senator Lieberman, Senator Grassley, and
Senator Glenn and by Congressman Armey,
Congressman Fazio, Congressman Shays, Con-
gressman Gutknecht, and also by former Con-
gressman Dick Swett and former Speaker Foley,
who were instrumental in supporting this legisla-
tion in the previous session of the Congress
where it passed the House but not the Senate.

Let me say that I am extremely pleased, and
I think the American people are extremely
pleased, that we are beginning the new year
with a reform that requires Congress to live
under the laws it imposes on the American peo-
ple. I’m encouraged that we’ve begun this year
with the White House and Congress, with Re-
publicans and Democrats working together on
a reform that has long been needed.

Most Americans are actually surprised when
they learn that some of our most basic laws
don’t apply to Congress and their staffs. This
legislation ensures that we’ll change that. It
guarantees that the cafeteria workers and the
police who work in Congress and who help mil-
lions of tourists every year will have the same
rights as all Americans do to a safe environment,
to collective bargaining, to civil rights protection.

It does something else that’s very important.
Over the years, Washington has too often iso-
lated itself from the everyday experience of ordi-
nary Americans. It’s become remote from the

consequences of the actions Congress takes. I
want to end this. Congress clearly wants to end
this. Now when Congress passes a law, it will
immediately know the consequences of the law
if it affects private employers as well.

This will help us reconnect Government to
the lives of ordinary Americans. That’s why I
supported this change when I ran for President
and why I have supported it as President. It
will help us to do what we must do to continue
to fight to bring a reality check to Washington.
That’s why I worked to cut the White House
staff, to eliminate the executive dining rooms,
to cut back the widespread use of Government
limousines, to reduce the deficit, to shrink the
Federal bureaucracy to its smallest size in 30
years.

I’ll admit that last year when this reform
didn’t pass I was disappointed. But I am very
happy today. I want to thank all the Senators
who are here, Senators Lieberman, Glenn, and
Grassley, Senator Nickles, for what they all did.
I thank Congressman Shays and Congressman
Hoyer, who is not here, and the other Members
of the House for all the work that they did.
And again I say, I thank those who worked
on this last year when it passed the House.

Already this year, Congress has enacted other
important reforms, like reducing the staff and
the number of committees. I want to congratu-
late the Members of Congress on these steps
and, in particular, Majority Leader Dole and
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