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for zero tolerance for guns in the schools, what
are we for? There should be zero tolerance for
guns and for drugs in our schools.

So let me say in closing, perhaps the most
meaningful things said here today were said by
Jaime. I want you all to think about her tomor-
row when she graduates from high school. Then
I want you to think about all the kids in this
country that are in the grip of drugs and gangs
and guns and violence. I want you to think
about all the teachers who wonder every year
whether they should continue to teach because
they are having to deal with these problems
and they don’t feel that their schools are either
organized to deal with it, supporting them in
dealing with it, or bringing in the other people
and resources who can deal with it. And I want
you to ask yourself, is there a courthouse in
America, is there a city street in America, is
there a single solitary special highway project
in America worth the price, worth the risk that
we will not have more children like her? The
answer is clearly no, no, no, no.

Now, I would like to ask Jaime Chambron
to come up and receive her award; Marilyn
Green, a wonderful teacher, to come up and
receive her award; and John Torres, a D.A.R.E.
officer who represents people who are literally

beloved by schoolchildren all over America who
changed their lives because of their role models,
to come up here and receive his award.

Let me again say to all of you, I am pro-
foundly grateful to you. I am asking for an end
to the word wars and the artificial divisions here.
You are being honored because you are making
a difference in people’s lives. That’s what we
got hired to do. And if we could get every
American on the solution side of the problems,
we’d be a lot better off. I hope this veto, plus
this substitute, will be a good start in bringing
all of us back to the solution side of the prob-
lems, beginning with education and safe and
drug-free schools.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

[At this point, the President presented the
awards.]

The President. Thank you for being here.
Thank you, students, for being here. We’re ad-
journed. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:49 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Jaime Chambron, Largo High
School student, Largo, FL.

Message to the House of Representatives Returning Without Approval
Legislation for Emergency Supplemental Appropriations and Rescissions
for Fiscal Year 1995
June 7, 1995

To the House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith without my approval

H.R. 1158, a bill providing for emergency sup-
plemental appropriations and rescissions for fis-
cal year 1995.

This disagreement is about priorities, not def-
icit reduction. In fact, I want to increase the
deficit reduction in this bill.

H.R. 1158 slashes needed investments for
education, national service, and the environ-
ment, in order to avoid cutting wasteful projects
and other unnecessary expenditures. There are
billions of dollars in pork—unnecessary highway
demonstration projects, courthouses, and other
Federal buildings—that could have been cut in-
stead of these critical investments. Indeed, the

Senate bill made such cuts in order to maintain
productive investments, but the House-Senate
conference rejected those cuts.

For example, H.R. 1158 would deprive 15,000
young adults of the opportunity to serve their
communities as AmeriCorps members.

It would deprive 2,000 schools in 47 States
of funds to train teachers and devise com-
prehensive reforms to boost academic standards.

It would reduce or eliminate antiviolence and
drug prevention programs serving nearly 20 mil-
lion students.

It would prevent the creation and expansion
of hundreds of community development banks
and financial institutions that would spur job
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growth and leverage billions of dollars of capital
in distressed communities across the country.

And it would seriously hamper the ability of
States to maintain clean drinking water, thus
jeopardizing the health of residents.

In the end, the Congress chose courthouses
over education, pork barrel highway projects
over national service, Government travel over
clean water.

At my instruction, the Administration has pro-
vided alternatives to the Congress that would
produce greater deficit reduction than H.R.
1158, cutting even more in fiscal year 1995
spending than is included in H.R 1158. But
the spending reductions would come out of un-
necessary projects and other spending, not in-
vestments in working families.

My position on this legislation has been made
clear throughout the legislative process. The Ad-
ministration strongly and consistently opposed
the House version of the bill because it would
have unnecessarily cut valuable, proven pro-
grams that educate our children, invest in our
future, and protect the health and safety of the
American people. We worked closely with the
bipartisan leadership of the Senate to improve
the bill, and I indicated my approval of those
improvements. Regrettably, the conference went
well beyond the spending reductions contained
in the bipartisan compromise despite my Admin-
istration’s consistent urging to adhere to the
Senate bipartisan leadership amendment.

In addition, I continue to object to language
that would override existing environmental laws
in an effort to increase timber salvage. Increas-

ing timber salvage and improving forest health
are goals that my Administration shares with
the Congress. Over the last 6 months, my Ad-
ministration has put in motion administrative re-
forms that are speeding salvage timber sales in
full compliance with existing environmental laws.
It is not appropriate to use this legislation to
overturn environmental laws. Therefore, I urge
the Congress to delete this language and, sepa-
rately, to work with my Administration on an
initiative to increase timber salvage and improve
forest health.

My Administration has provided the Congress
with changes that would enable me to sign re-
vised legislation. I urge the Congress to approve
a bill that contains the supplemental funding
included in H.R. 1158—for disaster relief activi-
ties of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, for the Federal response to the bomb-
ing in Oklahoma City, for increased
antiterrorism efforts, and for providing debt re-
lief to Jordan in order to contribute to further
progress toward a Middle East peace settle-
ment—along with my Administration’s alter-
native restorations and offsets.

I will sign legislation that provides these need-
ed supplemental appropriations and that reduces
the deficit by at least as much as this bill. How-
ever, the legislation must reflect the priorities
of the American people. H.R. 1158, as passed,
clearly does not.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 7, 1995.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Line-Item Veto Legislation
June 7, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Leader:)
I am deeply alarmed by today’s press report

that some Republicans in the House and Senate
want to continue to hold back the line-item veto
so that I don’t have it during this year’s budget
process. The line-item veto is a vital tool to
cut pork from the budget. If this Congress is
serious about deficit reduction, it must pass the
strongest possible line-item veto immediately,
and send it to my desk so I can sign it right
away.

This is not a partisan issue. Presidents Reagan
and Bush asked Congress for it time and again,
and so have I. It was part of the Republican
Contract with America. It has strong support
from members of Congress in both parties and
both houses. No matter what party the President
belongs to or what party has a majority in Con-
gress, the line-item veto would be good for
America.

If Congress will send me the line-item veto
immediately, I am willing to pledge that this
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