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we’re looking for an excuse not to do our part
and assume our responsibility.

So let’s say there are both kinds of challenges
in America. Let’s get everybody on the solution
side of dealing with them. And don’t you let
for a minute anybody try to push you into one
camp or another. Life is all about personal re-
sponsibility and our actions together as families,
communities, and as a nation.

Captain O’Grady triumphed because he was
personally responsible, personally able, person-
ally courageous. He also got the finest military
training in the world from the United States
of America. You will do well as police officers
if you are personally dedicated, not to abusing
your authority but to using it to the maximum
extent to protect people and to stop crimes from
occurring and to punishing people when they
do commit crimes. But it matters if you’re well-
trained. It matters if you’re well-supported. It
matters if you’re properly funded.

Do not let America be divided over this de-
bate. We have our responsibilities here in Wash-
ington. You have your responsibilities on the
streets and in your own homes. If we all do
our job, we can move America forward. If we
get caught up in a bogus debate about whether
our problems are cultural or economic and polit-
ical, we will never get to the end of the road.
They are both, and we must act that way.

Let me just say one thing in closing. The
crime rate is going down all over America. In
most major cities the crime rate has dropped
substantially in the last couple of years. A lot
of that is because of able and visionary mayors
like the mayors that we honor here today, be-
cause of the reforms that have been undertaken
in cities, like those that I saw when Mayor
Rendell and I walked in his neighborhood
streets in 1992 and as I have done since then
in the city of Philadelphia.

But let’s don’t forget one thing: The crime
rate, especially random violence among very
young people, is still going up, which means
that the long-run battle to recover our children
and to turn them away from mindless violence
and to protect those who are not violent from
that is still hanging in the balance.

So I honor you today for your contribution.
I tell you that for the next 10 years, you may
be involved in the most important national secu-
rity battle in the United States. And I ask you
when you go home to ask every single citizen
in your communities to help you win this fight.
It is truly the fight for America’s future.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor Edward Rendell of Philadel-
phia, PA.

Statement on House Action on Foreign Affairs Legislation
June 8, 1995

This bill (H.R. 1561) would take us in an
isolationist direction at a time when America
is ready to lead in the world. I am gratified
that argument was persuasive to enough Mem-
bers of the House to sustain a possible veto.

We are particularly concerned about the vote
to lift unilaterally the arms embargo in Bosnia.
As we have said, we believe this is counter-
productive to our efforts to bring about a nego-
tiated settlement.

Remarks to the Friends of Art and Preservation in Embassies
June 8, 1995

One of these days we’re going to have an
event where I have to be introduced by the
First Lady when we’ve had one of those other

days. [Laughter] Lord only knows what will hap-
pen—[laughter]—but it will be another adven-
ture.
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I am delighted to see all of you here. I’m
glad to be here with our friend Lee Annenberg
and with Ann Gund and with all of you who
support this important work.

Let me say that this has been an interesting
day at the White House. We swore in 263 police
officers earlier today. We’ve had all kinds of
people in here from all over America. But most-
ly we have been celebrating the liberation of
that fine young Air Force captain from Bosnia.

Sometimes I read even in the American press
from time to time that we don’t seem to be
doing anything in Bosnia and we don’t seem
to have exerted ourselves. You should know that
we have over 1,000 American troops on the
border of Bosnia in the Former Yugoslav Re-
public of Macedonia to make sure that conflict
doesn’t spread. We have 200 Americans in the
hospital unit in Croatia. And we have flown the
longest humanitarian airlift and the largest one
in history, larger than the Berlin airlift, to guar-
antee food and medicine to people in the be-
sieged areas of Bosnia. And perhaps most impor-
tantly of all, people like that fine young captain
have been flying for a couple of years now to
keep the war out of the air. And for all of
our frustrations and feelings of anxiety and
anger, in 1992 there were about 130,000 civil-
ians killed, a staggering number, in that troubled
land. Last year there were under 3,000.

So I ask you to remember as we celebrate
this liberation that a lot of people stick their
neck out every day, and the results have been
important. If you look at Northern Ireland or
South Africa or the Middle East, the lesson of
this time is that it’s very difficult to enforce
peace on people that want to keep fighting with
one another, but what you try to do is to keep
it within some bounds of humanity, keep work-
ing on diplomacy until they spend their destruc-
tive energies and start trying to build again.

And once in a while the risk becomes appar-
ent, as it was in the case of this brave pilot.
And for 6 days he held out against a lot of
attempts to find him and to shoot him and cap-
ture him. And he represented the best in our
country. He told me today when we visited on
the phone—I talked to his parents last night
at 1:30 a.m., and they asked me if I was going
to call him. I said, ‘‘No, you call him. I’m going
to bed. I just wanted—[laughter]—I wanted you
to know he was home safe.’’ But he told me
today that he was on the ground between 3
and 5 minutes before armed people made it

to his parachute. He had 3 to 5 minutes to
find a place to hide and begin this incredible
odyssey that I’m sure some day will be a very
great movie that all of us will think is suitable
for everyone to see. [Laughter]

Let me say on behalf of all of our administra-
tion and especially the people who work in
America’s diplomatic efforts, we are profoundly
grateful for what you do. By putting American
art in our embassies around the world, you are
part of our public diplomacy, you expose an
important part of the essence of America to
people all around the world. And it couldn’t
happen without you.

I also want to thank you because you have
put, I think, now over 2,200 works of American
art in more than 170 countries, raised over $7
million to fund projects at embassy residencies
in Beijing and Cairo and Rome and London,
Singapore, Tokyo, and Warsaw. And I’ve been
to a lot of those places, so I am one of the
chief beneficiaries of your efforts. And I thank
you for that.

You couldn’t do it alone. The State Depart-
ment couldn’t do it alone. This represents one
of those remarkable partnerships between the
public and the private sector in America that
almost nobody knows about but everyone takes
for granted when they benefit from it.

We’re having such a raging debate in this
country today about whether public is bad and
private is good, whether all of our efforts should
be directed at correcting personal conduct or
at changing economic or political direction. I
think these debates make for very interesting
print and maybe news coverage at night, but
they don’t conform to the real-world experience
of most people.

Most of us, I think, all of our lives have
felt that when people get together in some sort
of constructive partnership, that’s what works
best. And I think one of the most frustrating
things to me about going to work every day,
in this otherwise exhilarating environment, is
knowing that what comes across to the American
people are these polarized choices and conflicts
and rhetorical battles which don’t reflect the
way any sensible person would run his or her
family or business or charitable organization or
hospital or church or you name it.

You have done what I think is best about
America. You have taken the world as you find
it, worked together in a real spirit of partner-
ship, recognized that there is a personal respon-
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sibility and opportunity and also a public respon-
sibility in this area. I wish we had more of
it, and I’m glad we’ve got you. Thank you very
much.

I have a lot to be grateful to Lee Annenberg
and her fine husband, Walter, for, but not so
long ago we were here to announce that the
Annenbergs had decided to donate a staggering
sum for the purpose of trying to improve public
education in this country. I think there is no
more noble cause. And because of what they
have done, all across America people are doing
things differently, striving for global standards

of excellence in grassroots community schools.
And for that and for this and for so much else,
the country owes a great debt of gratitude to
Lee Annenberg, and I am very pleased to intro-
duce her now.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:17 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Leonore Annenberg, chairperson,
and Ann Gund, vice chairperson, Friends of Art
and Preservation in Embassies.

Remarks on the National Performance Review
June 9, 1995

We brought Paul Condit up here as a part
of the Vice President and my continuing cultural
education of Secretary Rubin. We found out
that even though he’s very brilliant, there are
serious gaps in his knowledge. When I met him,
he didn’t know who Aretha Franklin, B.B. King,
or Rod Stewart was, and he had never met
a redneck in his life. [Laughter] We are cor-
recting that, part of our reinventing Govern-
ment. [Laughter]

Do you know what Paul Condit was saying
to me when the Vice President was talking?
He said, ‘‘Mr. President, this stuff is great. But
you need to reinvent communications; it ain’t
getting out.’’ He said, ‘‘Nobody knows anything
about this.’’ I said, ‘‘Well, you’d have to be here
awhile for me to explain it to you.’’ [Laughter]

The greatest compliment I have received
since I have been President was when we were
in Montana the other day and—I didn’t get it
directly—you may have seen the—I went out
to a farm to talk about agriculture because we
have to rewrite the farm bill as we’re trying
to reduce spending. And I insisted that we go
to a Republican farmer’s farm and that we have
equal numbers of Republicans and Democrats
in the crowd. One of my staff members was
standing next to one of these farmers, and we
were talking about all this, you know, all this
agriculture. And he asked the farmer, he said,
‘‘Well, what do you think about this?’’ And the
farmer looked at him and said, ‘‘He ain’t nothing
like they make him out to be, is he?’’ [Laughter]

You learn to speak maybe in a way that peo-
ple can understand if you spend more time on
a John Deere tractor. And Paul Condit has, and
we thank him for being here. I also thank the
Vice President for the incredible job he has
done on all these projects. And I thank Sec-
retary Rubin and Commissioner Chater, Com-
missioner Richardson, Deputy Secretary Glynn,
and all the people who have worked on this.

We do have an obligation to communicate
what we’re doing, but we also have an obligation
to do the right things and to stop doing the
wrong things. And our SBA Director, Phil
Lader, is going to—we’re going to have this
White House Conference on Small Business
next week. I’m very excited about it. I hope
it is an opportunity to talk to the American
people and to talk to the small business commu-
nity about what we’re trying to do. But I hope
it’s also a chance for us to continue to do more
of the right things and to keep changing.

The truth is that—as the Vice President said,
I could have listened to that story all day, analo-
gizing what if the Federal Government was run-
ning a John Deere dealership. I wish I had
thought of that myself. [Laughter] The truth
is that one of our big problems is that almost
everybody who works for the Federal Govern-
ment is honest, hard-working, well-meaning, and
really wants to serve. But we are trapped inside
a system that there are some things we can’t
change, and one is we basically have guaranteed
revenues and guaranteed customers, and that
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