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we’re looking for an excuse not to do our part
and assume our responsibility.

So let’s say there are both kinds of challenges
in America. Let’s get everybody on the solution
side of dealing with them. And don’t you let
for a minute anybody try to push you into one
camp or another. Life is all about personal re-
sponsibility and our actions together as families,
communities, and as a nation.

Captain O’Grady triumphed because he was
personally responsible, personally able, person-
ally courageous. He also got the finest military
training in the world from the United States
of America. You will do well as police officers
if you are personally dedicated, not to abusing
your authority but to using it to the maximum
extent to protect people and to stop crimes from
occurring and to punishing people when they
do commit crimes. But it matters if you’re well-
trained. It matters if you’re well-supported. It
matters if you’re properly funded.

Do not let America be divided over this de-
bate. We have our responsibilities here in Wash-
ington. You have your responsibilities on the
streets and in your own homes. If we all do
our job, we can move America forward. If we
get caught up in a bogus debate about whether
our problems are cultural or economic and polit-
ical, we will never get to the end of the road.
They are both, and we must act that way.

Let me just say one thing in closing. The
crime rate is going down all over America. In
most major cities the crime rate has dropped
substantially in the last couple of years. A lot
of that is because of able and visionary mayors
like the mayors that we honor here today, be-
cause of the reforms that have been undertaken
in cities, like those that I saw when Mayor
Rendell and I walked in his neighborhood
streets in 1992 and as I have done since then
in the city of Philadelphia.

But let’s don’t forget one thing: The crime
rate, especially random violence among very
young people, is still going up, which means
that the long-run battle to recover our children
and to turn them away from mindless violence
and to protect those who are not violent from
that is still hanging in the balance.

So I honor you today for your contribution.
I tell you that for the next 10 years, you may
be involved in the most important national secu-
rity battle in the United States. And I ask you
when you go home to ask every single citizen
in your communities to help you win this fight.
It is truly the fight for America’s future.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor Edward Rendell of Philadel-
phia, PA.

Statement on House Action on Foreign Affairs Legislation
June 8, 1995

This bill (H.R. 1561) would take us in an
isolationist direction at a time when America
is ready to lead in the world. I am gratified
that argument was persuasive to enough Mem-
bers of the House to sustain a possible veto.

We are particularly concerned about the vote
to lift unilaterally the arms embargo in Bosnia.
As we have said, we believe this is counter-
productive to our efforts to bring about a nego-
tiated settlement.

Remarks to the Friends of Art and Preservation in Embassies
June 8, 1995

One of these days we’re going to have an
event where I have to be introduced by the
First Lady when we’ve had one of those other

days. [Laughter] Lord only knows what will hap-
pen—[laughter]—but it will be another adven-
ture.
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