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The President’s Radio Address
June 10, 1995

Good morning. I know all Americans share
my deep pride and joy in the safety of Captain
Scott O’Grady. We’re proud of his courage and
his tenacity. And we are very grateful to our
armed forces for his swift and brilliant rescue.
I’m glad we have him back safe and secure.

Today I want to talk about a very real threat
to the safety and security of young Americans
here at home: drunk driving. Drunk driving, es-
pecially by young people, is one of the most
serious and one of the most avoidable threats
to public health in America. I’m joined in the
White House by members of Mothers Against
Drunk Driving, Students Against Drunk Driving,
AAA, and the National Safety Council. In no
small measure because of the determined work
of private organizations like these, we have taken
some very important steps over the last decade
to reduce drunk driving.

Most of us who were Governors of our States
during that period strengthened our own laws
against drunk driving. In 1984, President Reagan
signed a bill giving States a strong incentive
to raise their drinking age to 21. Today, that
is the law of the land in every State. As a
result, teenagers can no longer drive to neigh-
boring States with lower drinking ages. This hap-
pened all the time before we had a uniform
drinking age, and all too often with tragic con-
sequences.

The crime bill I signed into law last year
puts tough new penalties on the books for peo-
ple who drive drunk with children in their cars.
It also makes it easier for States to prosecute
anybody who drives under the influence of
drugs or alcohol. And deaths due to drinking
and driving have dropped as a result of the
progress we’ve made, 30 percent in the last 12
years. The number of people under 21 killed
because of drunk driving has dropped 50 per-
cent since 1984.

This is good progress, and I expect the new
penalties in the crime bill will help to improve
things even more. But it’s not good enough.
Some 18,000 people will die this year because
someone sat down at the wheel after sitting
down at a bar. That’s about one every 30 min-
utes. Well over a million people will be injured,
one every 26 seconds.

This may sound unbelievable; it’s certainly un-
acceptable. But over 40 percent of all Americans
will be involved in an alcohol-related crash at
some time in their lives. Twenty-two hundred
people were killed last year because of young
drivers who were drinking and driving. Of that
group, 1,600 were young people themselves.
There’s something wrong in America when hun-
dreds and hundreds of our young people are
dying because hundreds and hundreds of our
young people are drinking and driving.

In most States, drunk driving is defined as
a blood alcohol content of .1 percent. When
underage drinkers become underage drunk driv-
ers, I believe we should go further. I want Con-
gress to call on the States to adopt zero toler-
ance laws for teenage drinking and driving. A
blood alcohol content of .02 percent, the equiva-
lent of one beer, one wine cooler, or one shot
of alcohol, should be enough to trigger the
drunk driving penalties for people under 21.
After all, if it’s illegal for people under 21 to
drink at all, it should certainly be illegal for
them to drink and drive. That’s a no-brainer.

Zero tolerance will save lives. It’s already sav-
ing lives in 24 States, including my home State.
Alcohol-related crashes are down 10 to 20 per-
cent in those States overall. And in some States
like Maine and New Mexico, all fatal crashes
at night involving young people actually dropped
by one-third after they adopted a zero tolerance
law. Unfortunately, there are still 26 States, in-
cluding large States like New York, Texas, and
Florida, that draw thousands of vacationing teen-
agers every year, without these zero tolerance
laws. It’s time to have zero tolerance for under-
age drunk driving all across America, not just
in some States.

As we redefine the relationships between
States and the Federal Government, it is clear
there are many things the States can do better
than we can do in Washington. And I’ve done
as much as I could to push more authority and
decisionmaking back down to the States, to en-
courage innovation in important areas like wel-
fare and health care reform. But there are other
things that are so important to our safety, our
security, to our children, and our future that
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the Federal Government has a responsibility to
act.

I don’t think there’s any question that the
fight against teenage drunk driving demands na-
tional action. Congress should make zero toler-
ance the law of the land. Drinking and driving
don’t mix for anyone. They certainly shouldn’t
be mixed by teenagers. The faster we act, the
sooner the States will act and the more lives
we’ll save. Let’s get to it.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:07 a.m.
on June 9 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 10.
In his remarks, the President referred to Capt.
Scott O’Grady, USAF, who was rescued after
being shot down and stranded in western Bosnia.

Remarks at the Dartmouth College Commencement Ceremony in
Hanover, New Hampshire
June 11, 1995

Thank you very much. President Freedman,
Acting President Wright, Governor Merrill,
thank you for your warm welcome. To my dis-
tinguished fellow honorees—I was thinking
when they were all introduced, all the others
who won this distinction of your honorary de-
grees, that if my blessed mother were still alive,
she would be saying, ‘‘See, Bill, they accom-
plished something; you’re just a politician.’’
[Laughter] I am honored to be in their com-
pany, and I thank them all for the contribution
they have made to the richness that is American
life. To the board of trustees and especially to
the parents and families and members of the
class of 1995, let me begin on a very personal
note. I always love coming to New Hampshire.
I am delighted to be back at Dartmouth, but
I am especially grateful to be here seeing my
good friend President Jim Freedman looking so
very well and back here at this graduation.

I also want to thank Dartmouth for something
else, for contributing to my administration with
the Secretary of Labor, Bob Reich, who came
with me today. I understand that I have caused
something of an inconvenience here—[laugh-
ter]—and that we are now breaking tradition
here at Memorial Field, having left Baker Lawn.
But I did a little historical inquiry and deter-
mined that when President Eisenhower came
here in 1953, Baker Lawn replaced the Bema
as the site of commencement. I am reliably in-
formed, however, that the next time a President
shows up, you will not have to move to the
parking lot at the West Lebanon Shopping Cen-
ter. [Laughter]

You know, when President Eisenhower came
here, he said, ‘‘This is what a college is supposed
to look like,’’ And I have to tell you, even in
the rain it looks very, very good to me.

I want to thank you, too, for honoring the
class of 1945. See them there? They did not
have a proper commencement because they left
right away to finish the work of World War
II. One of the greatest privileges of my Presi-
dency has been to express over the last year
the profound gratitude of the American people
for the generation that won World War II. A
year ago this past Tuesday, I stood on the bluffs
of Normandy to say to the brave people who
won a foothold for freedom there, we are the
children of your sacrifice. I say again to the
class of 1945: The class of 1995, the generation
of your grandchildren, and all of us in between
are the children of your sacrifice, and we thank
you.

To those of you in this class, the 50 years
that have elapsed since they sat where you sit
today have been a very eventful time for this
old world. It has seen the ultimate victory of
freedom and democracy in the cold war, the
dominance of market economics and the devel-
opment of a truly global economy, a revolution
in information telecommunications and tech-
nology which has changed the way we live and
work and opened up vast new possibilities for
good and for evil.

The challenge of your time will be to face
these new realities and to make some sense
out of them in a way that is consistent with
our historic values and the things that will make
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