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for young people to drink. It should be against
the law for young people to drink and drive.

As you know, earlier this month, I called on
Congress to make Zero Tolerance the law of
the land. I support your amendment to the Na-
tional Highway System Designation Act, which
would achieve this goal.

A decade ago, we decided as a nation that
the minimum drinking age should be 21. In
1984, President Reagan signed bipartisan legisla-
tion to achieve this goal, and today all 50 states
have enacted such laws. Our efforts are paying
off—drunk driving deaths among people under
21 have been cut in half since 1984.

But we must do more. Twenty-four states and
the nation’s capital have enacted Zero Tolerance

laws that consider a driver under age 21 to
be ‘‘driving while impaired’’ after just one full
drink of alcohol. These laws work—alcohol-re-
lated crashes involving teenage drivers are down
as much as 10–20 percent in those states. If
all states had such laws, hundreds more lives
could be saved and thousands of injuries could
be prevented.

I commend your efforts today, and I urge
the Senate to pass your amendment.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary but was not issued as
a White House press release.

Remarks at the Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Women in the Military
Service Memorial in Arlington, Virginia
June 22, 1995

Thank you very much. Thank you, General
Mutter. Thank you to all the fine active duty
and veteran women, servicepeople who have just
speaken—spoken. Speaken! I can’t even talk,
I’m so excited. [Laughter]

I’ll tell you, when our wonderful World War
I veteran got through talking, I thought there’s
no point in my saying a word. It has all been
said. I thank all the members of our military,
beginning with the Secretary of Defense, the
Service Secretaries, General Shalikashvili, the
Joint Chiefs, those who preceded them—I see
General Powell and others here—for their sup-
port of this endeavor. I thank the Members
of Congress who are here. General Vaught, I
thank you for your determination. I don’t believe
that anyone in the United States could have
said no to you on any important matter; I know
I couldn’t. And I congratulate you on this tri-
umph of your vision and will.

To all the remarkable servicewomen who sur-
round me here, out in the audience and on
the podium, let me say to all of you: Thank
you for your service to America. We are all
proud to be here to break ground on a memorial
that will recognize a contribution that you have
made far beyond the call of duty.

Women have been in our service, as has been
said, since George Washington’s troops fought

for independence, clothing and feeding our
troops and binding their wounds. They were
in the struggle to preserve the Union as cooks
and tailors, couriers and scouts, even as spies
and saboteurs. Some were so determined to
fight for what they believed that they
masqueraded as men and took up arms.

Women were there during the two World
Wars, and slowly, our military establishment that
for decades had sought to limit women’s roles
brought them in to serve as WACS and
WAVES, SPARS and WASPS and Women Ma-
rines. In our Nation’s shipyards and factories,
women helped to build democracy’s arsenal.
From the beaches of Normandy to the Pacific
Islands, they endured bombs, torpedoes, disease,
deprivation to support our fighting forces.

Despite this history of bravery and accom-
plishment, for very much too long women were
treated as second class soldiers. They could give
their lives for liberty, but they couldn’t give
orders to men. They could heal the wounded
and hold the dying, but they could not dream
of holding the highest ranks. They could take
on the toughest assignments, but they could not
take up arms. Still, they volunteered, fighting
for freedom all around the world but also fight-
ing for the right to serve to the fullest of their
potential. And from conflict to conflict, from
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Korea to Vietnam to the Persian Gulf, slowly,
women have overcome the barriers to their full
service to America.

The past few decades have witnessed a re-
markable series of firsts: the first woman com-
pany commander, the first female service acad-
emy graduate, the first woman skipper, the first
female fighter pilot, the firsts that are here with
us today. Twenty-five years ago this month,
Anna Mae McCabe Hays became the first
woman promoted to general. Hazel Johnson-
Brown was the first minority woman to reach
that rank. And 2 years ago, it was my honor
to nominate the Secretary of the Air Force,
Sheila Widnall, to become the first woman to
head one of our service branches. I am honored
to be with all of them today.

But just as important as these firsts are those
who have followed them, proving that they were
not an accident or an aberration, for women
today are test pilots and drill sergeants, squad-
ron commanders and admirals, academy instruc-
tors and service recruiters. I am very proud of
the fact that during our administration almost
260,000 new positions in the military have been
opened to women who wish to serve.

And I might say that this is a tribute not
only to the women in the service but to the
men in leadership positions who had the wisdom
and the understanding and the ability to proceed
with this remarkable transformation and
strengthening of our military in a climate of
tolerance and teamwork and respect. I know
of no other institution in our society which could
have accomplished so much in such an incred-
ibly efficient and humane and professional way.
And so we should be proud of all who played
a role in that.

And let me say, before I go further, our Na-
tion, as you know, is involved now in a great
debate over the subject of affirmative action.
Before people rush to judgment, I would like
to remind all Americans that the United States
military is the strongest in the world because
it has found a way to make the most of the
talents of every American without regard to gen-
der or race. And as a nation, we must continue
to search for ways to make the most of the
talents of every American without regard to gen-
der or race.

There are so many individual stories, the sto-
ries that this memorial will tell. But in their
detail and drama, they help us understand more
of what has occurred than the speeches we can

give. Some of these women are here today, and
I would like to ask them to stand:

Women like June Wandrey Mann, who volun-
teered for the Army Nurse Corps in the Second
World War, who served 21⁄2 years overseas from
primitive field hospitals in Tunisia and Italy to
a center for concentration camp survivors out-
side of Munich. In her courage and caring,
Lieutenant Wandrey represents the best of
America. Would you please stand. [Applause]
Thank you. And I might add, you still look ter-
rific in your uniform.

Women like Charity Adams Earley, who was
mentioned earlier, the Women Army Corps’ first
African-American officer. Along with thousands
of other African-American veterans, both men
and women, she helped our Nation act on a
truth too long denied, that if people of different
races could serve as brothers and sisters abroad,
surely they could learn to live together as neigh-
bors at home. Colonel, would you please stand.
[Applause.] And I might add, she gives a re-
sounding speech.

Women like U.S. Air Force Captain Teresa
Allen Steith of the 60th Air Mobility Wing from
Travis Air Force Base in California, who was
among our first soldiers to set down in Haiti
last year and who for 3 months helped planes
and troops and cargo move in and out of the
Port-au-Prince airport. Because she and the rest
of our troops did their job so well, the people
of Haiti now, remarkably, have a second chance
at democracy. And this Sunday, this Sunday,
they will be going to the polls to exercise their
newfound rights for the first time in 5 years.
And this time, they won’t be stolen from them,
thanks to people like you, Captain. Thank you
very much, and God bless you.

Women like Barbara Allen Rainey, the mother
of two daughters, the Navy’s first female aviator,
tragically the victim of a training crash. Her
story reminds us that even in peacetime, those
who wear the uniform face danger every day.
Now she rests just behind me in the quiet of
these sacred grounds.

This memorial will tell the stories of these
women and hundreds of thousands more. It
makes a long overdue downpayment on a debt
that we will never fully repay, a debt we owe
to generations of American women in uniform
who gave and continue to give so much to our
country and a debt we owe yet to future genera-
tions of women who will in the future dedicate
their own lives to the defense of our freedom.
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May this memorial say to each and every one
of them: We cherish your devotion; we admire
your courage; we thank you for your service.

God bless you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. at Arling-
ton Cemetery. In his remarks, he referred to Maj.
Gen. Carol Mutter, USMC, Commander, Marine
Corps Systems Command, and Brig. Gen. Wilma
Vaught, USAF (ret.).

Remarks on Senate Action on the Nomination of Henry Foster To Be
Surgeon General in Edison, New Jersey
June 22, 1995

Good afternoon. Today 43 Republicans in the
Senate failed the fundamental test of fairness.
By choosing to side with extremists who would
do anything to block a woman’s right to choose,
those Senators have done a disservice to a good
man, done a disservice to the nominating proc-
ess, and sent a chilling message to the rest of
the country.

The American people are smart enough to
see through what just happened. They know this
is not about my right to choose a Surgeon Gen-
eral; this is about the right of every woman
to choose. The committee recommended Dr.
Foster to the Senate. A clear and substantial
majority of Senators were prepared to vote for
his nomination. But a determined minority suc-
cumbed to political pressure and abused the
filibuster rule.

It’s wrong for a man as qualified and com-
mitted as Dr. Foster to be denied this chance
to serve our country. He has gone where too
few of us have ever dared to go. He has ridden
the rickety elevators in high-rise projects to talk
to young people about the importance of absti-
nence and avoiding teen pregnancy. He has trav-
eled the backroads of rural Alabama, bringing
health care and hope to women and children
who would otherwise have never seen a doctor.
He has been a father figure to many children
who do not see their own fathers.

He has actually done something, in short,
about the problems a lot of people in Wash-
ington just talk about. He’s done something
about teen pregnancy. He’s done something to
convince young people to abstain from sex. He’s
done something about women’s health and
crime prevention and giving young people hope
for the future. One of his former patients even
talked about how he talked her out of having
an abortion.

Now, you would think that those who deplore
teen pregnancy, advocate abstinence, and op-
pose abortion would want to support a man
who has actually done something to advance the
aims they say they share, instead of just use
them as political weapons. But no, in their brave
new world, raw political power and political cor-
rectness, pure political correctness, are all that
matter. They are determined to call the tune
to which the Republican Party in Congress and
in their Presidential process march.

Well, they won a victory today, but America
lost. And all those young people who came up
here from Tennessee, what about them? What
about those young people that came here believ-
ing in the congressional process and told the
Members of Congress that Dr. Foster had en-
couraged them to avoid sex, to stay away from
teen pregnancy, not to do drugs, to stay in
school? They had a role model, and they saw
their role model turned into a political football.
In 1995, Henry Foster was denied even the
right to vote.

A minority in the Senate may have denied
him this job, but I am confident that he will
go on to serve our country. I think more of
Henry Foster today than the first day I met
him. This is not a good day for the United
States Senate. But it is a good day for Henry
Foster. He didn’t get what he deserved, but
he is still deserving. Those who denied him the
right to a vote, they may have pleased their
political bosses, but they have shown a lack of
leadership that will surely be remembered.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3:45
p.m. at the landing area at the Ford Motor Co.
plant.
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