
919

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / June 22

May this memorial say to each and every one
of them: We cherish your devotion; we admire
your courage; we thank you for your service.

God bless you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. at Arling-
ton Cemetery. In his remarks, he referred to Maj.
Gen. Carol Mutter, USMC, Commander, Marine
Corps Systems Command, and Brig. Gen. Wilma
Vaught, USAF (ret.).

Remarks on Senate Action on the Nomination of Henry Foster To Be
Surgeon General in Edison, New Jersey
June 22, 1995

Good afternoon. Today 43 Republicans in the
Senate failed the fundamental test of fairness.
By choosing to side with extremists who would
do anything to block a woman’s right to choose,
those Senators have done a disservice to a good
man, done a disservice to the nominating proc-
ess, and sent a chilling message to the rest of
the country.

The American people are smart enough to
see through what just happened. They know this
is not about my right to choose a Surgeon Gen-
eral; this is about the right of every woman
to choose. The committee recommended Dr.
Foster to the Senate. A clear and substantial
majority of Senators were prepared to vote for
his nomination. But a determined minority suc-
cumbed to political pressure and abused the
filibuster rule.

It’s wrong for a man as qualified and com-
mitted as Dr. Foster to be denied this chance
to serve our country. He has gone where too
few of us have ever dared to go. He has ridden
the rickety elevators in high-rise projects to talk
to young people about the importance of absti-
nence and avoiding teen pregnancy. He has trav-
eled the backroads of rural Alabama, bringing
health care and hope to women and children
who would otherwise have never seen a doctor.
He has been a father figure to many children
who do not see their own fathers.

He has actually done something, in short,
about the problems a lot of people in Wash-
ington just talk about. He’s done something
about teen pregnancy. He’s done something to
convince young people to abstain from sex. He’s
done something about women’s health and
crime prevention and giving young people hope
for the future. One of his former patients even
talked about how he talked her out of having
an abortion.

Now, you would think that those who deplore
teen pregnancy, advocate abstinence, and op-
pose abortion would want to support a man
who has actually done something to advance the
aims they say they share, instead of just use
them as political weapons. But no, in their brave
new world, raw political power and political cor-
rectness, pure political correctness, are all that
matter. They are determined to call the tune
to which the Republican Party in Congress and
in their Presidential process march.

Well, they won a victory today, but America
lost. And all those young people who came up
here from Tennessee, what about them? What
about those young people that came here believ-
ing in the congressional process and told the
Members of Congress that Dr. Foster had en-
couraged them to avoid sex, to stay away from
teen pregnancy, not to do drugs, to stay in
school? They had a role model, and they saw
their role model turned into a political football.
In 1995, Henry Foster was denied even the
right to vote.

A minority in the Senate may have denied
him this job, but I am confident that he will
go on to serve our country. I think more of
Henry Foster today than the first day I met
him. This is not a good day for the United
States Senate. But it is a good day for Henry
Foster. He didn’t get what he deserved, but
he is still deserving. Those who denied him the
right to a vote, they may have pleased their
political bosses, but they have shown a lack of
leadership that will surely be remembered.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3:45
p.m. at the landing area at the Ford Motor Co.
plant.
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Remarks to Ford Motor Company Employees in Edison
June 22, 1995

The President. Thank you very much. I like
your spirit.

Audience member. Give ’em hell, Bill!
The President. You help, and I will. [Laugh-

ter]
I want to thank Denton and Earl and Peter

for being here with me today. I want to say
a special word of thanks to Ford Motor Com-
pany for being a good partner with the United
States of America to build our economy and
to get a fair trade policy and to do a lot of
things we need to do in this country. Ford has
been a good citizen of this Nation and has
helped immeasurably to further the aims of this
administration. I thank you, Peter, and I thank
all of you for the contribution you have made
to that.

Some of you may know that my main claim
to your affection is that I own a car that’s older
than some of the people who work here. I own
a 1967 Mustang, and Mustangs were made here
in this plant from ’65 to ’70, here and in San
Jose, California. And I own one of them. And
I enjoy having it.

I want to talk to you today very briefly about
two things: one of them has already been dis-
cussed, trade; the other is what we can do here
at home to build up our economy and strength-
en our people.

I ran for the job that I now hold because
I was really concerned that we were going to
raise the first generation of Americans who
wouldn’t do as well as their parents. It bothered
me that more than half of our people were
working a longer workweek for the same or
lower wages they were making 15 years earlier.
It bothered me that we were coming apart with
all of the social problems and tensions we had
in this country when we need to be working
together.

You’ve proved in this plant that if you work
together you can compete and win and do well.
And that’s what America has to do. And I have
done everything I could for 21⁄2 years to try
to restore the American dream—not only to cre-
ate jobs, but to raise incomes and to give work-
ing families some security, that if they do work
hard and play by the rules they’re going to be
all right and our children are going to be all

right. That, it seems to me, is the most impor-
tant thing we can do.

There are a lot of things we can talk about,
but I just want to talk about two today that
are very important. The first is, what do we
do about the economy here at home? The sec-
ond is, how do we relate to the rest of the
world?

And let me talk a little about the economy
here at home. When I became President, we
had just finished 12 years in which we had
quadrupled—increased by fourfold—the national
debt—by fourfold. But we were reducing our
commitment to the things that make us rich,
to education, to technology, to building the skills
and the technology and the kind of partnerships
that really generate jobs and incomes in the
world today. So what I tried to do was to flip
that around. I tried to bring the deficit down
but to increase our investment in education,
technology, basic research and to form a real
partnership with the private sector to help to
sell American products.

Now, we have reduced the deficit by about
$1 trillion over a 7-year period. We have in-
creased our investments in education, research,
and technology. We are working more closely
with business than ever before. And we have
to show for it a lower unemployment rate and
over 6.7 million new jobs. I am proud of that.
But we have to remember that we’ve been get-
ting into the rut we’ve been in for 20 years.
And I’ll just give you two examples. We created
6.7 million new jobs, the unemployment rate
went down, but the average income of the
American people didn’t go up. We have to keep
working on that. People have to be rewarded
for their work. We can’t expect working people
to make a profit for their companies unless they
can also make a profit for themselves.

Now, you’ve got a unique situation in Wash-
ington where the leaders of Congress want to
balance the budget, and that’s a good thing.
And I do, too, and that’s a good thing. Why
is that important? I’ll tell you why it’s important.
Because if it were not for the interest we have
to pay—I want you all to listen to this—if it
weren’t for the interest we have to pay on the
debt this country ran up in just the 12 years
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