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to cross the border now would undermine all
the success we have achieved.

A new guestworker program is unwarranted
for several reasons:

• It would increase illegal immigration.
• It would reduce work opportunities for

U.S. citizens and other legal residents.
• It would depress wages and work standards

for American workers.
When these programs were tried in the past,

many temporary guestworkers stayed perma-
nently—and illegally—in this country. Hundreds
of thousands of immigrants now residing in the

U.S. first came as temporary workers, and their
presence became a magnet for other illegal im-
migrants.

If our crackdown on illegal immigration con-
tributes to labor shortages—especially for perish-
able crops that require large numbers of workers
for short periods of time—I will direct the De-
partments of Labor and Agriculture to work co-
operatively to improve and enhance existing pro-
grams to meet the labor requirements of our
vital agricultural industry consistent with our ob-
ligations to American workers.

Statement on the Death of Jonas Salk
June 23, 1995

Hillary and I want to extend our deepest sym-
pathies to the family and friends of Dr. Jonas
Salk, a man whose indefatigable pursuit of solu-
tions made this world a better place to live.
The victory of this medical pioneer over a
dreaded disease continues to touch many, from
the students who study his work to the countless

individuals whose lives have been saved by his
efforts. His polio vaccine opened the door to
a society in which good health was taken for
granted. And, over the last decade, his efforts
to find a cure for AIDS gave us all hope. He
was a true leader, and we will miss him greatly.

The President’s Radio Address
June 24, 1995

Good morning. Today I’m talking to you from
the Convention Center in Pine Bluff, Arkansas.
The Arkansas firefighters are meeting here, and
I’m the first sitting President ever to visit Pine
Bluff. Zachary Taylor planned to come in 1849,
but he had to cancel. It’s a record I’m proud
to set. I’m also proud to be here with Dr. Henry
Foster, who was born here and grew up here.

Just under 5 months ago, I nominated this
fine man to be our Surgeon General. And this
week, a majority of the United States Senate
was clearly prepared to confirm him as Surgeon
General. But he wasn’t confirmed. He wasn’t
confirmed because the Senate was never even
allowed to vote on his confirmation, because
they were blocked by a group, a minority group,
of willful Senators who abused the procedure
to keep his nomination from coming to a vote
for their own political ends.

Let me tell you a little bit about Dr. Foster.
He’s been a doctor for 38 years, including 3
years in the United States Air Force. He has
delivered thousands of babies and trained hun-
dreds of young doctors. He’s ridden dusty coun-
try roads in Alabama to bring health care to
people who never would have gotten it other-
wise. He has labored to reduce teen pregnancy,
to reduce the number of abortions, to tell young
people without other role models, in a dis-
ciplined, organized way: you shouldn’t have sex
before you’re married; you should stay off drugs;
you should stay in school and do a good job
with your life. His efforts to give a future to
young people without one were recognized first
not by me but by my Republican predecessor,
President Bush.

Let me tell you something: If more people
in America lived their lives like Henry Foster,
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there would be fewer kids on drugs, fewer teen
pregnancies, fewer abortions, fewer broken fami-
lies. This is a man our country should be proud
to call our own.

So why was a group of Senators determined
to stop Dr. Foster? A minority of the Senate
blocked a vote on him in a calculated move
to showcase their desire to take away a woman’s
right to choose. Dr. Foster has faithfully per-
formed his duties as a doctor for 38 years. Al-
though he has delivered thousands of babies,
when the law permitted it, the patient requested
it, and after appropriate counseling, he did per-
form an average of about one abortion per year.

Now, I know it is easy to condemn abortion.
It’s easy to put on divisive television ads or
pass out inflammatory materials. But it is very
hard to actually work with children and look
at them face to face, kids that nobody pays
any attention to, and look at them and tell them
they ought not to have sex, they ought not to
get pregnant, they ought not to do drugs. That’s
hard. That’s why most of us don’t do it. But
Henry Foster did.

Unfortunately, in Washington today, pure po-
litical correctness and raw political power count
a whole lot more than actually doing something
to reduce the tragedies of teen pregnancy and
the high number of abortions.

You know, I believe it is clear what the law
of the land is, and I believe that abortion should
be rare but it should be legal and safe. The
extreme right wing in our country wants to im-
pose its views on all the rest of Americans. They
killed this nomination with the help of the Re-
publican leadership who did as they were told.
And they’re just getting started.

This week, the House passed a bill which
would prevent women who serve in our military
or who are on military bases with their service-
men husbands from getting abortions at base
hospitals, even if they pay for it and no matter
what the circumstances. Imagine a service-
woman in a foreign country, a remote location
without good medical facilities or even a safe
blood supply. This House bill would say, ‘‘If
you can spend thousands of dollars to fly back
to the United States for a safe and legal proce-
dure, you’re all right; otherwise you may have
to risk your life in a hospital far from home.’’
Why? Because she voluntarily enlisted to serve
her country. So that a woman who’s willing to
risk her life for her country should also have

to risk her life for a legal medical procedure.
This seems to me to be too extreme.

In a few days, the House will actually try
to cut off Federal funds for abortions for poor
women that arise from rape or incest. Even
those with strong antiabortion feelings know this
is a tough issue, and most people think it ought
to be left to individual citizens. It’s one thing
to say that the taxpayers should not pay for
a legal abortion that arises from a poor woman’s
own decision. That’s one thing. Quite another
to say that the same rules apply to rape and
incest.

This is a big, diverse country. We are deeply
divided over many issues, none more than the
painful and difficult issue of abortion. The law
now is that the woman, not the Government,
makes a decision until the third trimester when
a baby can live independently of his mother
and therefore the Government can prohibit
abortions.

There are some who believe that America
now must toe their line and that every woman
must live by their rules, even though the Con-
stitution, as interpreted by the Supreme Court,
says exactly the reverse. They’ll stop at nothing
to get their way. And this week it looks like
the Republican leaders in Congress have given
them the keys to the store. Looks like they’ll
vote for any bill, oppose any nomination, allow
any intrusion into people’s lives if they get or-
ders to do so from these groups.

Many, many Americans oppose abortion. And
everyone agrees it’s a tragedy. I believe we
should all work to reduce the number of abor-
tions through vigorous campaigns to promote
abstinence among young people; reduce out-of-
wedlock pregnancy, especially among teenagers;
and promote more adoptions. I believe, in short,
that we ought to all do more of the kind of
things that Henry Foster has been doing for
decades.

If people in Washington spent less time using
abortion to divide the country for their own
political ends and more time following Dr. Fos-
ter’s example of fighting these problems, there
would be a lot fewer abortions in America and
we’d be a lot stronger as a country.

We need more citizens like Henry Foster will-
ing to commit their time, their energy, and love
to fighting for our children, our families, and
our future.
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Thanks for listening. NOTE: The President spoke at 9:06 a.m. from the
Pine Bluff Convention Center in Pine Bluff, AR.

Interview With Susan Yoachum of the San Francisco Chronicle in Pine
Bluff, Arkansas
June 24, 1995

The President. Hello.
Ms. Yoachum. Hello, Mr. President.
The President. How are you?
Ms. Yoachum. I’m fine. It’s very good of you

to call, so I’ll get right to it.
The President. Where are you?
Ms. Yoachum. I’m in Portsmouth, New

Hampshire.
The President. It’s a great town.

United Nations
Ms. Yoachum. Actually, it is. I’m following

around one of your newest—well, not your new-
est rivals but one of the newest candidates for
President on the Republican side, Pete Wilson.

So let me begin by asking you about your
speech on Monday concerning the 50th anniver-
sary of the United Nations. How do you plan
to outline ways for the U.N. to reconstitute itself
for the next 50 years?

The President. Well, I think we have to, first
of all, recognize that—I think there are two
fundamental realities we have to recognize.
Number one is that the end of the cold war
gives the U.N. the possibility of living up to
the dreams of its founders in ways that were
simply impossible when the world was divided
into two large blocs. And so I think there should
be a lot of hope about the U.N.

The second thing I think we have to recognize
is that in order for that hope to be realized,
the U.N. has got to be properly run and, in
particular, the peacekeeping operations have to
be properly run. And the United States has
spent a lot of time, because we pay a lot of
the costs of the U.N., analyzing how the overall
operations can be more efficient and cost-effec-
tive and inspire more confidence in the coun-
tries that are paying the bills and, in particular,
looking at the peacekeeping operations and set-
ting up systems to make sure that we use peace-
keeping when it will work, that we restrain it
when the situation is not right, and that the

command-and-control operations are absolutely
clear, that we don’t have any kind of mixed
signals and crossed lines that have sometimes
happened in the past.

I think those are the two fundamental realities
you start with. And then when you look ahead
into the future, I think it’s clear that the new
problems of the 21st century are likely to be
rooted in ethnic, religious, and other internal
problems within countries and across borders;
dealing with or helping to avoid natural disasters
that are brought on by a combination of popu-
lation explosion and natural problems like the
inability to produce food; and the rise of ter-
rorism and the danger of proliferation of biologi-
cal, chemical, and small-scale nuclear weapons.

I think—and so I want to talk about kind
of the threats to the future security of the mem-
bers of the United Nations and how we have
a new set of threats, an unprecedented oppor-
tunity, and we have to clean up our—operate—
clean up implies—that has the wrong implica-
tion. I don’t want to imply that there’s anything
unsavory about it, but it’s just that the operation,
I think, really needs to be streamlined and re-
formed in order to inspire confidence in all the
member nations.

As you know, both our—the last two Con-
gresses, one was a Democratic Congress and
this Republican Congress, expressed varying lev-
els of opposition to some of the U.N. operations.
But the last Congress was far more focused on
getting the U.N. to work right, not having Amer-
ica walk away from its responsibilities and be-
came more isolationist.

So—and therefore, the message—that will be
the message. But I will also say back to my
fellow Americans and to the Congress that we
should continue to support the United Nations,
that they do a lot of work in the world that
the United States might have to do alone or
might eventually be pulled into doing, because
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