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Statement on the Death of Warren Burger
June 25, 1995

Hillary and I are deeply saddened to learn
of Justice Burger’s passing. Today the Nation
mourns the loss of a great public servant.

Justice Burger was a strong, powerful, and
visionary Chief Justice who opened the doors
of opportunity. As Chief Justice, he was con-
cerned with the administration of the Court,
serving with enthusiasm and always making sure
it was above reproach.

He also presided over the most important an-
niversary of our Nation by serving as Chair of
the Bicentennial Commission on the Constitu-
tion.

His expansive view of the Constitution and
his tireless service will leave a lasting imprint
on the Court and our Nation. Our prayers are
with his family and friends during this time.

Remarks on the 50th Anniversary of the United Nations Charter
in San Francisco, California
June 26, 1995

Thank you very much. Secretary Christopher,
Mr. Secretary-General, Ambassador Albright,
Bishop Tutu. My good friend Maya Angelou,
thank you for your magnificent poem. Delegates
to the Charter Conference, distinguished mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps, the President of
Poland, Members of Congress, honored guests,
Mayor Jordan, Mr. Shorenstein, people of San
Francisco, and friends of the United Nations:
The 800 delegates from 50 nations who came
here 50 years ago to lift the world from the
ashes of war and bring life to the dreams of
peacemakers included both giants of diplomacy
and untested leaders of infant nations. They
were separated by tradition, race, and language,
sharing only a vision of a better, safer future.
On this day 50 years ago, the dream President
Roosevelt did not live to see of a democratic
organization of the world was launched.

The charter the delegates signed reflected the
harsh lessons of their experience, the experience
of the thirties in which the world watched and
reacted too slowly to fascist aggression, bringing
millions sacrificed on the battlefields and mil-
lions more murdered in the death chambers.
Those who had gone through this and the Sec-
ond World War knew that celebrating victory
was not enough, that merely punishing the
enemy was self-defeating, that instead the world
needed an effective and permanent system to
promote peace and freedom for everyone.

Some of those who worked at that historic
conference are still here today, including our
own Senator Claiborne Pell, who to this very
day, every day, carries a copy of the U.N. Char-
ter in his pocket. I would last like to ask all
of the delegates to the original conference who
are here today to rise and be recognized. Would
you please stand? [Applause]

San Francisco gave the world renewed con-
fidence and hope for the future. On that day
President Truman said, ‘‘This is proof that na-
tions, like men, can state their differences, can
face them, and then can find common ground
on which to stand.’’ Five decades later, we see
how very much the world has changed. The
cold war has given way to freedom and coopera-
tion. On this very day, a Russian spacecraft and
an American spacecraft are preparing to link
in orbit some 240 miles above the Earth. From
Jericho to Belfast, ancient enemies are searching
together for peace. On every continent, nations
are struggling to embrace democracy, freedom,
and prosperity. New technologies move people
and ideas around the world, creating vast new
reservoirs of opportunity.

Yet we know that these new forces of integra-
tion also carry within them the seeds of disinte-
gration and destruction. New technologies and
greater openness make all our borders more vul-
nerable to terrorists, to dangerous weapons, to
drug traffickers. Newly independent nations
offer ripe targets for international criminals and
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