
1046

July 5 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

tive lives in their communities. The CARE Act
approach serves as a model for delivering more
cost-effective health care for people with all dis-
eases.

In 1994, the CARE Act provided care to more
than 200,000 uninsured and underinsured peo-
ple living with HIV or AIDS and early interven-
tion services to another 85,000 people. The Act
also funded HIV counseling and testing to near-
ly 100,000 Americans, provided pharmaceutical
assistance to 75,000 individuals, and supported
more than 15,000 women and children partici-
pating in AIDS-related clinical trials.

Let me share with you the story of one person
who has been helped by this program—one per-
son whose experience with the CARE Act is
typical of literally hundreds of thousands of
other Americans who have benefited from this
law. ‘‘Debbie’’ is a 27 year old woman living
with AIDS in a rural part of South Carolina.
Until recently, few doctors in Debbie’s home-
town were willing to treat AIDS patients in part
because so many were uninsured. With funding
from the Ryan White CARE Act, the County
Health Department opened a clinic in the town
of Orangeburg that operated six days a month
with a rotating staff of five physicians and three
nurses. The clinic’s staff has taught Debbie’s
mother to care for her daughter at home. When
Debbie is too sick to come to the clinic, the
staff comes to her. Not only has this prevented
more costly hospitalizations, but it provides
Debbie and her mother peace of mind. Debbie’s
Mom calls the clinic’s staff her ‘‘guardian an-
gels.’’

The Ryan White CARE Act is a model of
compassionate caring for people in need. At a

time when AIDS is the leading cause of death
of young adults, we cannot let reauthorization
of the CARE Act be held up by divisive argu-
ments about how people contracted HIV. Nor
should we be deterred by the false argument
that people with HIV and AIDS are getting
more help than those with other diseases. In
fact, total federal spending in FY 1995 for re-
search, treatment prevention, Medicaid, Medi-
care, and income supplements for AIDS is less
than one-third that for cancer and less than one-
sixth that for heart disease. (AIDS spending is
$6 billion, cancer is $17.5 billion, and heart dis-
ease is $38 billion.)

In the United States, an average of 220 Amer-
icans are being diagnosed with AIDS every day
and an average of 109 Americans are dying of
this disease each day. Now is not the time to
retreat in our national response to this terrible
disease. We must move forward to meet the
very real needs of Americans living with HIV
and AIDS. We can certainly do more, we cannot
do any less.

I hope you will join me in urging the Con-
gress to move forward promptly with a five-
year reauthorization of this vital program with-
out complicated amendments so that we can
once again show the American people that their
government can provide the assistance they de-
serve.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Bob Dole, Senate majority leader.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on
Most-Favored-Nation Trade Status for Bulgaria
July 5, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On June 3, 1993, I determined and reported

to the Congress that Bulgaria is in full compli-
ance with the freedom of emigration criteria
of sections 402 and 409 of the Trade Act of
1974. This action allowed for the continuation
of most-favored-nation (MFN) status for Bul-

garia and certain other activities without the re-
quirement of a waiver.

As required by law, I am submitting an up-
dated report to the Congress concerning emigra-
tion laws and policies of the Republic of Bul-
garia. You will find that the report indicates
continued Bulgarian compliance with U.S. and
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international standards in the area of emigration
policy.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks at Georgetown University
July 6, 1995

Thank you very much, my good friend Father
O’Donovan. You just gave the speech in 5 min-
utes; there’s nothing for me to say. [Laughter]
I thank you for welcoming me back. I thank
the members of our administration who are
here: Secretary Riley and Deputy Secretary
Kunin, Ambassador Raiser, Director of the
USIA Joe Duffy, Chairmen Sheldon Hackney
and Jane Alexander, and Penn Kemble, the
Deputy Director of the USIA. And I thank my
former classmates, some of whom I see out
here, and my friends and people around this
country who have done so much to try to
strengthen the bonds of American citizenship.

Today I want to have more of a conversation
than deliver a formal speech, about the great
debate now raging in our Nation, not so much
over what we should do but over how we should
resolve the great questions of our time here
in Washington and in communities all across
our country. I want to talk about the obligations
of citizenship, the obligations imposed on the
President and people in power and the obliga-
tions imposed on all Americans.

Two days ago we celebrated the 219th birth-
day of our democracy. The Declaration of Inde-
pendence was also clearly a declaration of citi-
zenship: ‘‘ . . . all men are created
equal, . . . endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain unalienable rights, . . . among these are
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.’’
It was also manifestly a declaration of citizenship
in a different way. It was a declaration of inter-
dependence: ‘‘ . . . for the support of this Dec-
laration, with a firm reliance on the protection
of Divine Providence, we mutually
pledge . . . our lives, our fortunes, and our sa-
cred honor.’’ The distinguished American histo-
rian Samuel Eliot Morison, in his ‘‘History of
the American People,’’ wrote of these words,
‘‘These words are more revolutionary than any-
thing written by Robespierre, Marx, or Lenin,

more explosive than the atom, a continual chal-
lenge to ourselves as well as an inspiration to
the oppressed of all the world.’’

What is the challenge to ourselves at the
dawn of the 21st century, and how shall we
meet it? First of all, we must remember that
the Declaration of Independence was written
as a commitment for all Americans at all times,
not just in time of war or great national crisis.

My argument to you is pretty straightforward.
I believe we face challenges of truly historic
dimensions, challenges here at home perhaps
greater than any we faced since the beginning
of this century we are about to finish and the
dawn of the industrial era. But they are not
greater challenges in their own way than the
ones we faced at our birth, greater challenges
than those of slavery and civil war, greater than
those of World War I or the Depression or
World War II. And they can be solved, though
they are profound. What are they?

Most people my age grew up in an America
dominated by middle class dreams and middle
class values, the life we wanted to live and the
kind of people we wanted to be—dreams that
inspired those who were born into the middle
class; dreams that restrained and directed the
lives of those who were much more successful
and more powerful; dreams that animated the
strivings of those who were poor because of
the condition of their birth or because they
came here as immigrants; middle class dreams
that there would be reward for work and that
the future of our children would be better than
the lives we enjoyed; middle class values, strong
families and faith, safe streets, secure futures.

These things are very much threatened today,
threatened by 20 years of stagnant incomes, of
harder work by good Americans for the same
or lower pay, of increasing inequality of in-
comes, and increasing insecurity in jobs and re-
tirement and health care. They are threatened


		Superintendent of Documents
	2012-07-11T11:24:48-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




