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Director Deutch and I want to ensure that
these new policies are carried out carefully so
that we can avoid creating a climate of suspicion
that embitters rather than empowers you. As
we guard against a repeat of the Ames episode,
we have to be careful not to produce a culture
so risk averse that case officers refuse to take
chances and analysts are afraid to speak their
minds. You must not be paralyzed by the fear
of failure.

This administration will continue to support
bold and aggressive actions by the intelligence
community consistent with the laws of the land,
consistent with our interests, and consistent with
our values. I applaud Director Deutch’s plan,
for example, to issue new rules on dealing with
foreign agents suspected of human rights abuses.
We owe you clear guidance on this issue. And
as a country, we have to resolve it in the right
way.

Finally, we owe the American public and
Congress a full role in the debate over the fu-
ture of intelligence. For over 40 years, bipartisan
support for the work you perform has been cen-
tral to your success. That support and the con-
fidence of the American people were built on
the unique oversight and consultative role Con-
gress plays in intelligence. That’s why Director
Deutch and I will take with the utmost serious-
ness the concerns and suggestions of both the
Congress and the Aspin commission.

Every morning I start my day with an intel-
ligence report. The intelligence I receive in-

forms just about every foreign policy decision
we make. It’s easy to take it for granted, but
we couldn’t do without it. Unique intelligence
makes it less likely that our forces will be sent
into battle, less likely that American lives will
have to put at risk. It gives us a chance to
prevent crises instead of forcing us to manage
them.

So let me say to all the men and women
of our intelligence community, I know and you
know the challenges we face today will not be
easy, but we know that you are already working
every day to increase the security of every
American. You are making a difference. Now
we have to work together, and I have to support
you so that we can meet the challenge of doing
this work even better with even more public
support and confidence in its integrity and long-
term impact. That is my commitment to you
as you renew your commitment to America in
a world fraught with danger but filled with
promise that you will help us to seize.

Thank you very much, and God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Director of Central Intel-
ligence John M. Deutch and his wife, Patricia;
Deputy Director of Central Intelligence George
J. Tenet and his wife, Stephanie; and former Di-
rector of Central Intelligence Adm. William O.
Studeman, USN (Ret.), and his wife, Diane.

Statement on the 30th Anniversary of the Older Americans Act
July 14, 1995

Today I am pleased to mark the 30th anniver-
sary of the Older Americans Act, an act which
has allowed millions of elderly Americans to live
with dignity, safety, and independence.

When President Johnson signed this bill into
law 30 years ago, he characterized the best in-
tentions of a Nation when he said:

‘‘The Older Americans Act clearly affirms our
Nation’s sense of responsibility toward the well-
being of all of our older citizens. But even more,
the results of this act will help us to expand
our opportunities for enriching the lives of all

of our citizens in this country, now and in the
years to come.’’

Indeed, we should be proud of our Nation’s
compact with older Americans and the public
private partnership that is embodied in the
Older Americans Act. This compact has included
community-based services such as Meals on
Wheels, transportation, ombudsman services,
and other efforts to prevent abuse of the elderly.

As the Congress considers reauthorization of
the Older Americans Act this year, my adminis-
tration is committed to keeping the act whole
and preserving the core principles which have
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guided its success: grassroots support, citizen
input, bottom-up planning, and coordination of
services. Programs like the Title V Senior Com-
munity Service Employment Program have been
instrumental in helping us all benefit from the
accumulated experience and judgment of older
Americans. I will fight to keep these programs
strong and to maintain the active role of the
national aging network in assisting elderly Amer-
icans.

While we commemorate an important anni-
versary today, every American should be proud
that we have greatly improved the way our peo-
ple live their lives as they grow older, providing
new hope for entire lifetimes of purpose and
dignity. We must remember that with this kind
of opportunity in a democracy goes continued
responsibility. Our job today is to preserve this
progress not only for our current seniors in their
lifetimes but for all generations of Americans
to come.

The President’s Radio Address
July 15, 1995

Good morning. My job here is to make Amer-
ica work well for all of you who work hard.
I ran for President to restore the American
dream of opportunity for all, the American value
of responsibility from all, and to bring the Amer-
ican people together as a community, not to
permit us to continue to be divided and weak-
ened. To do this we need a Government that
empowers our people to make the most of their
own lives but is smaller and less bureaucratic
and less burdensome than it has been.

So we’ve got to cut regulations that impose
unnecessary redtape or they just plain don’t
make sense. And we have to change the way
regulators regulate, if that is abusive or it doesn’t
make sense. But as we cut, we have to remem-
ber that we have a responsibility to protect our
citizens from things that threaten their safety
and their health. Those are goals we all support,
and we can accomplish them in a reasonable,
responsible, bipartisan way.

Our administration is taking the lead. We’ve
already reduced Government positions by
150,000, cut hundreds of Government programs,
eliminated 16,000 pages of regulations. We’ve
cut the Small Business Administration regula-
tions by 50 percent, the Department of Edu-
cation regulations by 40 percent, the time it
takes to fill out the EPA regulations by 25 per-
cent. We’re changing the way we enforce the
regulations. We want less hassle. We want more
compliance and less citations and fines. In other
words, we’ve got to get out the worst problems
of big Government and still keep protecting the
public health and safety.

Right now, Republicans in the Congress are
pushing a very different approach to regulation.
I believe it poses a real danger to the health
and safety of our families. They call it regulatory
reform, but I don’t think it’s reform at all. It
will force Government agencies to jump through
all kinds of hoops, waste time, risk lives when-
ever the agency acts to protect people’s health
and safety. It will slow down, tangle up, and
seriously hinder our ability to look out for the
welfare of American families.

It will create just the kind of bureaucratic
burdens that Republicans for years have said
they hate. It will be more time for rulemaking,
more opportunities for special interests to stop
the public interest, and many, many more law-
suits. I want a Government that’s leaner and
faster, that has a real partnership between the
private sector and the Government. They want
more bureaucracy, slower rulemaking, and a
worsening of the adversarial relationship be-
tween Government and business that shifts the
burden and the balance of power.

If the Republican Congress’ bill had become
law years ago—listen to this—it would have
taken longer than it did to get airbags in cars;
schoolbuses might not have ever had to install
those sideview mirrors that help drivers see chil-
dren crossing in front. The longer we waited
to do these things, the more lives it would have
cost.

Now, let me tell you what the world would
look like in the future under these extreme pro-
posals. You’ve probably heard about the
cryptosporidium bacteria that contaminated
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