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Aug. 28 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

A child should be able to expect the most
basic support from those who chose to bring
that child into the world. Parental responsibility
does not end at the State line. The taxpayers

of America should be able to expect that the
burden of caring for these children will be
placed on the shoulders of the parents, where
it rightfully belongs.

Message on the Observance of Labor Day, 1995
August 28, 1995

Each year at this time we pause to reflect
on the value of labor and the accomplishments
of the American worker. This country’s success
depends on the efforts of its citizens to open
the door to a better future. Work is the engine
that drives our economy forward, moves strug-
gling families upward into the middle class, and
creates opportunities for our children. We must
continually strive to create more opportunity for
work for those who are willing to take the re-
sponsibility to make better lives for themselves
and their families. Our labors ensure that the
blessings of life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness will benefit generations to come.

Let us give thanks to those who came before
us and who strived to improve working condi-
tions and create fair labor laws. They risked
their livelihoods and often their very lives to
ensure that children could go to school instead
of to work in mines and factories, that laborers

could work without risking injury, and that
Americans who toiled throughout the week
would be rewarded with a decent living and
could spend more time raising their families.
These reformers brought dignity to the work-
place and integrity to our society.

Today, we recognize that management and
labor face common challenges and a shared des-
tiny in the global economy. We must continue
our efforts to create further job growth and new
opportunities, enabling more of our citizens to
realize the American Dream. As we celebrate
Labor Day, we can find strength and renewed
inspiration in the Dream—the idea that we can
be good workers as well as good parents and
that, through our individual efforts, we can build
better lives for our children.

Best wishes to all for a memorable and mean-
ingful holiday.

BILL CLINTON

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Cyprus Conflict
August 28, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report on
progress toward a negotiated settlement of the
Cyprus question. The previous report covered
progress through May 31, 1995. The current
report covers the period June 1, 1995, through
July 31, 1995.

Throughout the period, my representatives
continued efforts to urge meaningful negotia-
tions among the parties and to encourage them
to take steps to create a healthy environment
for talks and progress on overall settlement
issues.

In July, Assistant Secretary of State for Euro-
pean Affairs Richard Holbrooke met with U.S.
Presidential Emissary for Cyprus Richard I.
Beattie and U.S. ambassadors to the region, as
well as private individuals and members of Con-
gress, to consider the current Cyprus situation.

There is general agreement that the recent
decision by the European Union (EU) to begin
discussion of Cyprus’ accession to the EU could
provide added motivation to the parties to
achieve a settlement. Special Cyprus Coordi-
nator James A. Williams visited a number of
EU member countries during this period to con-
sult on ways to take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to move the peace process forward.
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