
1273

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Aug. 31

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on August 29.

Statement on the First Anniversary of the Cease-Fire in Northern Ireland
August 30, 1995

Tomorrow marks the first anniversary of the
Irish Republican Army’s cease-fire in Northern
Ireland, joined 6 weeks later by the Combined
Loyalist Military Command. These historic deci-
sions opened a door that had been closed to
the people of Northern Ireland for too long—
the gateway to peace. On this anniversary, I
urge the parties to build on the important work
of the past year to secure a just and lasting
settlement to a conflict that has cost so many
lives.

We owe much of the progress to the courage
and determination of Prime Minister Major and
Taoiseach Bruton and their continued willing-
ness to take risks for peace. I also salute the
people of Northern Ireland for their extraor-
dinary perseverance and their dedication to the
cause of peace. They have endured violence
with so much dignity, and now the future that
they have long deserved is within reach.

I am looking forward to visiting a peaceful
Northern Ireland later this year and paying per-
sonal tribute to those who have worked so hard

to bring about this new day. I welcome the
progress made in recent months toward reduc-
ing barriers, alleviating tension, and promoting
reconciliation. Much, however, remains to be
done. To advance the goal of peace, I urge
both republicans and loyalists to do their part
and seriously address the issue of decommis-
sioning paramilitary weapons. This is an essential
step toward banishing once and for all the spec-
ter of violence that has haunted Ireland. I urge
the parties to sit down together soon to discuss
their aspirations for the future as well as their
fears and differences. As I have said before,
I would be pleased if talks were underway by
the time of my visit.

As we look back on a year in which the
bombs and guns have been silenced, I hope
all the parties will reaffirm their commitment
to build a peace in Northern Ireland for genera-
tions. The United States stands ready to support
the people of Northern Ireland and the British
and Irish Governments in that effort.

Remarks on Arrival in Honolulu, Hawaii
August 31, 1995

Thank you very much. Sergeant May, thank
you for that introduction, and more importantly,
thank you for your service. Governor Cayetano,
Senator Inouye, Mayor Harris, General Lorber,
Admiral Macke, members of the armed service,
distinguished guests, honored veterans, Senator
Akaka, Congressman Abercrombie, ladies and
gentlemen: It is wonderful for our family and
for me personally to be back in Hawaii. It is
a great honor to be here to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the end of World War II.

We come to celebrate the courage and deter-
mination of the Americans who brought us vic-
tory in that war. But as we do, our thoughts
and prayers must also be with the men and
women of our Armed Forces who are putting
their bravery and their professionalism on the
line in Bosnia.

I want to restate to you and to all the Amer-
ican people why our forces and their NATO
allies are engaged in the military operation
there. The massacre of civilians in Sarajevo on
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Monday, caused by a Bosnian Serb shell, was
an outrageous act in a terrible war and a chal-
lenge to the commitments which NATO had
made to oppose such actions by force if nec-
essary. The United States took the lead in gain-
ing those commitments by NATO, and we must
help NATO to keep them.

The NATO bombing campaign and the re-
lated artillery campaign against the Bosnian Serb
military in which our forces are taking part skill-
fully is the right response to the savagery in
Sarajevo. The campaign will make clear to the
Bosnian Serbs that they have nothing to gain
and everything to lose by continuing to attack
Sarajevo and other safe areas and by continuing
to slaughter innocent civilians. NATO is deliv-
ering that message loud and clear. And I hope
all of you are proud of the role that the mem-
bers of the United States Armed Forces are
playing in delivering that message.

The war in Bosnia must end, but not on the
battlefield, rather at the negotiating table. Just
2 weeks ago, we lost three of our finest Amer-
ican diplomatic representatives in a tragic acci-
dent in Bosnia as they were working for a nego-
tiated peace. Today our negotiating team con-
tinues its work as well. And in the skies above
Bosnia, our pilots and crews and their colleagues
from other NATO countries are risking their
lives for the same peace. We are proud of those
who fly and those who are seeking to negotiate
the peace.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is only fitting that
we begin to commemorate this 50th anniversary
of the end of World War II here at Hickam
Air Force Base, for it was here, right here, that
the guns of war shattered the peace of our land
and drew America into the fight for freedom.

Looking out at the active duty troops who
are with us today, representatives of the greatest
fighting force in the world, standing watch for
freedom all over the world, it is hard to imagine
just how far our Nation had to come to win
World War II. Just before 8 o’clock on Decem-
ber the 7th, 1941, when the first wave of enemy
bombers swooped down upon our planes,
parked wingtip to wingtip on this tarmac, all
231 aircraft at Hickam were either destroyed
or damaged. At Pearl Harbor, as all of us know
all too well, the pride of the Pacific’s fleet lay
in ruins.

But just a few hours later, just a few hours
later, in the depth of our darkest hour, a handful
of Army and Navy planes that were still able

to fly took to the skies from Hickam in search
of the enemy fleet. The long journey to reclaim
freedom for the Pacific and for the world began
with that first mission from this very field. And
it ended 50 years ago this week when the forces
of freedom finally triumphed over tyranny.

In the days ahead, we will commemorate that
victory, honor its heroes, and remember their
sacrifice. But we will also celebrate more than
the end of war; we will pay tribute to the tri-
umph of peace. Through war in World War
II, our people came together as never before.
But after the war, they used their newfound
sense of unity and common purpose at home
and a sense of mission abroad to build for all
of us 50 years of security, prosperity, and oppor-
tunity.

Today, we turn toward a new century, in a
very different set of economic and political and
social challenges. We now must draw on the
legacy of those who won World War II and
built peace and prosperity afterward to do our
job to fulfill the spirit of that most remarkable
of American generations. They understood the
duty they owed to one another, to their commu-
nities, to their Nation, and to the world. After
they won the war, they advanced the peace,
the values, the liberties, and the opportunities
that they fought and died to win.

Here on this island of peace that knows all
too well the horror of war, let us vow to carry
forward their legacy. The World War II genera-
tion taught us that when the American people
find strength in their diversity and unity in a
common purpose, when we stop arguing about
our differences and start embracing what we
have in common, nothing, nothing, can stop us.
And so I say to you, if we apply the lessons
that the World War II generation handed down
to us to the challenges of the 21st century, noth-
ing will stop us.

Thank you, and God bless you, and God bless
America.

Thank you very much. And now, as we pro-
ceed with the program, I would like to introduce
and call forward for some remarks my friend
and colleague, your distinguished Governor,
Governor Ben Cayetano.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:17 p.m. at
Hickam Air Force Base. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Robert May, World War II veteran and
founder of the 11th Bomb Group Association;
Gov. Benjamin J. Cayetano of Hawaii; Gen. John
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Lorber, USAF, Commander, Pacific Air Forces;
Adm. Richard C. Macke, USN, Commander in

Chief, U.S. Pacific Command; and Mayor Jeremy
Harris of Honolulu.

Memorandum on Micro-Enterprise Programs
August 26, 1995

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Treasury

Subject: Micro-Enterprise Programs

I hereby direct you to take all appropriate
actions to coordinate all micro-enterprise pro-
grams administered by the Federal agencies and
departments. This should be accomplished
through an interagency coordinating body
chaired by the Administrator of the Community
Development Financial Institutions (CDFI)
Fund.

I also direct you to take the necessary steps
for the establishment of a presidential awards

program designed to honor outstanding micro-
enterprise lenders, consistent with the mission
of the CDFI Fund.

In discharging these responsibilities, you are
directed to consult with the heads of other Ex-
ecutive departments and agencies as may be
appropriate.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 1.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Alternative Plan for Federal Pay
Adjustment
August 31, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
The law requires that the President transmit

to the Congress an alternative plan for Federal
pay adjustments if he views the pay adjustments
that would take effect under the law as inappro-
priate. Therefore, to ensure that substantially
larger increases do not take effect automatically,
I am transmitting an alternative plan for the
1996 pay adjustments.

Under section 5303(a) of title 5, United States
Code, the rates of basic pay would rise by 2.4
percent, effective in January 1996. In addition,
pursuant to section 5304 of title 5, General
Schedule employees also would receive an in-
crease in their locality-based comparability pay-
ments that would cost 2.7 percent of payroll.
When combined with the 2.4 percent basic pay
increase, the locality-based payments would
produce a total payroll increase of about 5.1
percent that would cost $3.9 billion in 1996—
$2 billion more than the 2.4 percent pay in-
crease I proposed in my 1996 Budget and which
is included in my Balanced Budget Plan.

Sections 5303(b) and 5304a of title 5, how-
ever, provide me the authority to implement
an alternate pay adjustment plan if I view the
pay adjustments that would otherwise take effect
as inappropriate due to ‘‘national emergency or
serious economic conditions affecting the gen-
eral welfare.’’ As you know, Presidents have
used such authority many times over the past
15 years.

In evaluating ‘‘an economic condition affecting
the general welfare,’’ the statute directs me to
consider such economic measures as the Index
of Leading Economic Indicators, the Gross Na-
tional Product, the unemployment rate, the
budget deficit, the Consumer Price Index, the
Producer Price Index, the Employment Cost
Index, and the Implicit Price Deflator for Per-
sonal Consumption Expenditures. I have re-
viewed these and other pertinent measures of
our economy.

The budget discipline that my Administration
has put in place has contributed to sustained
economic growth and low inflation. To continue
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