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Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on August 29.

Statement on the First Anniversary of the Cease-Fire in Northern Ireland
August 30, 1995

Tomorrow marks the first anniversary of the
Irish Republican Army’s cease-fire in Northern
Ireland, joined 6 weeks later by the Combined
Loyalist Military Command. These historic deci-
sions opened a door that had been closed to
the people of Northern Ireland for too long—
the gateway to peace. On this anniversary, I
urge the parties to build on the important work
of the past year to secure a just and lasting
settlement to a conflict that has cost so many
lives.

We owe much of the progress to the courage
and determination of Prime Minister Major and
Taoiseach Bruton and their continued willing-
ness to take risks for peace. I also salute the
people of Northern Ireland for their extraor-
dinary perseverance and their dedication to the
cause of peace. They have endured violence
with so much dignity, and now the future that
they have long deserved is within reach.

I am looking forward to visiting a peaceful
Northern Ireland later this year and paying per-
sonal tribute to those who have worked so hard

to bring about this new day. I welcome the
progress made in recent months toward reduc-
ing barriers, alleviating tension, and promoting
reconciliation. Much, however, remains to be
done. To advance the goal of peace, I urge
both republicans and loyalists to do their part
and seriously address the issue of decommis-
sioning paramilitary weapons. This is an essential
step toward banishing once and for all the spec-
ter of violence that has haunted Ireland. I urge
the parties to sit down together soon to discuss
their aspirations for the future as well as their
fears and differences. As I have said before,
I would be pleased if talks were underway by
the time of my visit.

As we look back on a year in which the
bombs and guns have been silenced, I hope
all the parties will reaffirm their commitment
to build a peace in Northern Ireland for genera-
tions. The United States stands ready to support
the people of Northern Ireland and the British
and Irish Governments in that effort.

Remarks on Arrival in Honolulu, Hawaii
August 31, 1995

Thank you very much. Sergeant May, thank
you for that introduction, and more importantly,
thank you for your service. Governor Cayetano,
Senator Inouye, Mayor Harris, General Lorber,
Admiral Macke, members of the armed service,
distinguished guests, honored veterans, Senator
Akaka, Congressman Abercrombie, ladies and
gentlemen: It is wonderful for our family and
for me personally to be back in Hawaii. It is
a great honor to be here to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the end of World War II.

We come to celebrate the courage and deter-
mination of the Americans who brought us vic-
tory in that war. But as we do, our thoughts
and prayers must also be with the men and
women of our Armed Forces who are putting
their bravery and their professionalism on the
line in Bosnia.

I want to restate to you and to all the Amer-
ican people why our forces and their NATO
allies are engaged in the military operation
there. The massacre of civilians in Sarajevo on
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