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referred to Tom Donahue, president, AFL–CIO;
Jack Henning, secretary-treasurer, California
Labor Federation, AFL–CIO; John Sweeney,
president, Service Employees International
Union, AFL–CIO; Lenore Miller, president, Re-
tail, Wholesale and Department Store Union,
AFL–CIO; Chuck Mack, secretary-treasurer,
Local 70, and president, Joint Council, Inter-

national Brotherhood of Teamsters; George J.
Kourpias, president, International Association of
Machinists and Aerospace Workers, AFL–CIO;
Judy Goff, president, and Owen Marron, sec-
retary-treasurer, Central Labor Council of Ala-
meda County, AFL–CIO; and Lon E. Bell, presi-
dent, Amerigon.

Statement on the Agreement Between Greece and the Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia
September 4, 1995

I welcome the decision by Prime Minister
Papandreou and President Gligorov to send
their Foreign Ministers to New York next week
to complete an agreement on steps to establish
friendly relations between their two countries.
This courageous and visionary decision by both
leaders is an extremely important step that will
support current efforts to bring peace and sta-
bility to the Balkans. It is the result of months
of intensive diplomatic efforts by Cyrus Vance,
the United Nations mediator, and by the Presi-
dent’s Envoy, Matthew Nimetz, as well as meet-
ings today in Athens and Skopje by the negoti-
ating team lead by Assistant Secretary of State
Richard Holbrooke.

In this context, I also welcome Greece’s
strong support for the U.S. peace initiative in

the Balkans and its steadfast support as a NATO
ally. Greece is an important partner in the ongo-
ing negotiations and in the critical military deci-
sions being taken within NATO. We will con-
tinue to consult closely with the Greek Govern-
ment in the coming weeks.

President Gligorov is dedicated to assuring
that his new nation takes its rightful place in
the international community. The imminent
completion of an agreement with Greece dem-
onstrates that significant progress has been
made. I consider today’s announcement a major
step toward peace and stability in the Balkans.
It is my fervent hope that it will encourage
the leaders of Bosnia, Croatia, and Serbia to
take further steps of their own toward peace.

Presidential Determination No. 95–39—Memorandum on Assistance to
Rwanda
September 1, 1995

Memorandum for the Administrator, U.S.
Agency for International Development

Subject: Determination to Allow DFA to be
used to Support Administration of Justice
Activities in Rwanda

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
Section 614(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, as amended (FAA), I hereby determine
that it is important to the security interests of
the United States to furnish up to $4 million
of fiscal year 1995 funds made available for

Chapter 10 of Part I of the FAA and, in addi-
tion, up to $3 million of prior year funds, for
assistance to Rwanda to support the establish-
ment of the rule of law and promote the impar-
tial administration of justice, without regard to
any limitations contained in Section 660 of the
FAA.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination to Congress and to
publish it in the Federal Register.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 5, but

it was not received for publication in the Federal
Register.

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session With Students at Abraham
Lincoln Middle School in Selma, California
September 5, 1995

The President. Good morning. Is this the first
day of school?

Students. Yes.
The President. Well, that’s good. I mean, I

think it’s good. You might not think it’s so good.
I think it’s great. I want to take a little time
today to speak with you. I know you’ve been
briefed a little bit about what I want to talk
about, but I want to speak just for a few min-
utes. And then I’d like to answer questions or
hear from you.

I think it’s very important—you’re in this
school named for Abraham Lincoln, who most
of us believe was our greatest President—it’s
very important that at your age you understand
some things about the history of our country
and that you understand what the time you’re
living in is all about.

In every time in history there are a few basic
things that are really, really important, and if
you want to make the most of your life you
have to know what those basic important things
are. So I thought what I would do today is
just take a few minutes and talk about three
or four of those times, bring us up to date
now, and tell you what I think is most important
about this time, and then let you say whatever
you want to say or ask whatever questions you’d
like to ask.

When Abraham Lincoln was President, as you
know, we had the great Civil War. And we had
only been a nation for less than 100 years. We
were still a relatively small country in terms
of population, and we were famous for being
a democracy in a world where most countries
were not democracies. Most people did not get
to vote for or against people at election time
and to pick their own leaders.

And the Civil War was really about two
things: First of all, it was about whether the
country would stay together as one country or
split between North and South and, secondly,
about whether we would continue to have slav-

ery, even though our Constitution said that all
people were created equal and that people were
equal in the eyes of God. So because the Civil
War came out the way it did, we stayed one
country and we abolished slavery and we began
the long and unending task of trying to live
in a nation that didn’t discriminate against peo-
ple based on their race. That was a very, very
important thing.

And because those two things happened, we
then became a very powerful economic country.
And the country became more and more indus-
trialized so that by the beginning of this century
that we’re about to end, the beginning of the
20th century, we’d become quite a powerful
economic country with quite a large industrial
base.

Then World War I broke out, and we became
involved in a war in another continent for the
first time ever. And we tried to help our friends
in Europe defeat the attempts of the Germans
to take over all of Europe and to establish an
empire and make people live against their own
will.

After World War I, because our country had
never been—we’d never been involved much
with other countries before. We didn’t much
want to be involved in other countries. When
George Washington, our first President, left of-
fice, he said we should be very careful about
getting too involved with other nations and their
affairs. So the American people, after World
War I, which was over in 1918, went back to
their own business and basically withdrew from
the world.

Unfortunately, they couldn’t withdraw from
the world because by then, our economic well-
being was caught up with the economic well-
being of other people in other parts of the
world. And there was a Great Depression in
the 1920’s, not only in this country but through-
out the world, that led directly to the rise of
Adolph Hitler in Germany, whom I’m sure
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