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them make the most of their own lives, and
that the best guarantee of peace and freedom
and democracy is the ability of people freely
to develop their God-given capacities to
strengthen their families and see their commu-
nities succeed. That’s really what the Peace
Corps is all about.

It is the symbol of everything that got my
generation into public service. And it has ani-
mated a whole generation of people. It is the
inspiration for so much of the service that goes
on today, whether it is in the AmeriCorps pro-
gram that was started in our administration or—
I just came from taping a public service an-
nouncement for Nickelodeon, the children’s tel-
evision network. One year ago this week, I asked
the children in Nickelodeon to volunteer to do
community service. And 5 million-plus of them
did so by telephone. They called in and actually
served. And so this year, we’re trying to in-
crease. These are grade-school children by and
large.

So this whole ethic of service that has spread
across our country in part is inspired by and
defined by the work that was begun so many
years ago by President Kennedy and by Sargent
Shriver. I think it’s really fitting that Mark
Gearan should be here in this program inspired
by President Kennedy. I mean, look around at
this family and notice that Father Leo
O’Donovan—operative word, O’Donovan—the

president of Georgetown, is here. Notice—I was
wondering how Mark got so much bipartisan
support. Look at the chairman of the committee,
Chairman Callahan—[Laughter]—and Peter
King—King, in this case, is a very Irish name.
[Laughter] As a matter of fact, Mark said, ‘‘Mr.
President, I love the Peace Corps just the way
it is. I only have one serious change I want
to make. I think we should send 6,500 of the
7,000 volunteers to Ireland.’’ [Laughter]

Congressman Moran, we’re glad you’re here.
And Congresswoman Pelosi, we’re certainly glad
you’re here to show that we’re not trying to
ethnically purify the Peace Corps here. [Laugh-
ter]

The Peace Corps is really the reflection of
our better selves, isn’t it? And one of the rea-
sons we’re all so happy to see Mark Gearan
become the Director of it is that, on most days,
he is the reflection of our better selves. We
wish him well. We love him, we respect him,
and we know that he will do great honor to
this very important position for the United
States and for all the good-hearted people of
the entire world.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3:20
p.m. in the Indian Treaty Room of the Old Execu-
tive Office Building.

Remarks on the Peace Process in Bosnia and an Exchange With Reporters
September 26, 1995

The President. Good afternoon. I have just
spoken with Secretary Christopher and the rest
of our negotiating team in New York, and I
am pleased to announce another positive step
on the path to peace in Bosnia. The Foreign
Ministers of Bosnia, Serbia, and Croatia have
endorsed a set of further agreed basic principles
for an overall settlement to the war, building
on the agreement they reached in Geneva on
September 8th.

These principles spell out in greater detail
the constitutional structures of the state of Bos-
nia, including the establishment of a national
Presidency, a Parliament, and a constitutional
court. They commit the parties to hold free

and democratic elections under international su-
pervision. And they further provide that a cen-
tral government will be responsible for con-
ducting Bosnia’s foreign policy as well as other
key functions that are still being discussed.

The American people must realize that there
are many difficult obstacles still to overcome
along the path to peace. There is no guarantee
of success. But today’s agreement moves us clos-
er to the ultimate goal of a genuine peace, and
it makes clear that Bosnia will remain a single
internationally recognized state. America will
strongly oppose the partition of Bosnia, and
America will continue working for peace.
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We hope the progress we are making finally
reflects the will of the parties to end this terrible
war. We know it’s a result of the international
community’s resolve and a determined diplo-
macy on the part of our negotiating team and
our European and Russian partners.

I have instructed our team to return to the
Balkans on Thursday to press forward in the
search for peace. If and when the parties reach
a settlement, America should help to secure it.
The path to a lasting peace in Bosnia remains
long and difficult, but we are making progress,
and we are determined to succeed.

As you know now, our team in New York
will have a press conference, and they will be
able to answer your more detailed questions
about the specifics of the agreement.

Thank you.
Q. What about your response to Senator

Dole, Mr. President?
Q. What else has to be decided?
Q. What about that letter that Senator Dole

sent you yesterday?
The President. Well, I intend to write him

a response and to make it available. But remem-
ber, I have said since February of 1993, since
February of 1993, constantly, for more than 21⁄2
years now, that the United States should partici-
pate in implementing a peace agreement. We
should not have ground troops on the ground,

under the present U.N. mandate. We should
not have ground troops on the ground in com-
bat.

But the United States is the leader of NATO.
No peace agreement could be fairly imple-
mented without the involvement of NATO, and
we cannot walk away from our responsibility
to try to end this terrible conflict, not only for
the people of Bosnia but for what it means
for ultimate peace throughout the Balkans and
the ultimate security of the United States and
the ultimate avoiding of war and involvement
by the United States. And that has been my
position for 21⁄2 years.

We have had several congressional consulta-
tions about it, and of course, as developments
proceed here, if there is a peace and we have
a good implementation agreement that I believe
the United States should be a part of, I will,
of course, extensively further consult with Con-
gress.

But this has been my public position, well-
known, and members of the press corps have
asked me about it now for more than 21⁄2 years.
And it will continue to be my position, and
I will continue to consult with Congress.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Remarks to the Saxophone Club
September 26, 1995

Well, if I had any sense, I would quit while
I’m ahead. [Laughter] I believe Terry’s about
to get the hang of this. [Laughter]

I want to thank Terry McAuliffe for the mag-
nificent job that he has done, along with Laura
Hartigan and all of our staff. I want to thank
Sean, who thought up the idea of the Saxophone
Club in his office about 3 years ago. And it,
I think you could say, has sort of caught on,
thanks to you. And I appreciate that. I thank
you. I thank Matt and all the people who have
worked hard to make the Saxophone Club a
success.

This, in some ways, is my favorite part of
the campaign, the Saxophone Club, because a
lot of you have come here and have contributed,

and it hasn’t been easy for you. But those of
you who have joined the Saxophone Club who
are basically in Sean’s generation—some a little
younger, maybe some a little older—you’re the
people that I ran for President for. I wanted
so badly to see our country go into the next
century still the strongest country in the world,
the strongest force for peace and freedom and
democracy, the American dream alive and well
here at home, and with people coming together
instead of being split apart. That’s why I ran,
and that’s why I’m running for reelection.

I think every day of what I want this country
to look like 10, 20, 30 years from now when
your children are coming up and growing up
and looking forward to their futures. I want
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