
1511

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Sept. 28

will host the economic summit in Amman that
will bring together Israelis and Arabs from
throughout the region, business and government
leaders from throughout the world, to map the
promise of tomorrow.

Today we are also joined by the largest group
of Arab Foreign Ministers ever assembled to
support the growth of peace. Prime Minister
Filali of Morocco has traveled here to represent
King Hassan, who has done so much to advance
progress in the region. With us as well are rep-
resentatives of nations that have provided vital
support for peace, including the countries of
the European Union, Japan, Canada, and of
course, Norway, whose assistance 2 years ago
opened the way to this moment.

All those who doubt the spirit of peace should
remember this day and this extraordinary array
of leaders who have joined together to bring
a new era of hope to the Middle East. The
United States is proud to stand with all of them.

Much remains to be done. But we will con-
tinue to walk each step of the way with those
who work and risk for peace. We will press
forward with our efforts until the circle of peace
is closed, a circle which must include Syria and
Lebanon if peace is to be complete. We will
not rest until Muslims and Jews can turn their
backs to pray without any fear, until all the
region’s children can grow up untouched by
conflict, until the shadow of violence is lifted
from the land of light and gold.

Thank you very much.

[At this point, the Israeli-Palestinian West Bank
Accord was signed. Following the signing, King
Hussein of Jordan, President Hosni Mubarak of
Egypt, Chairman Yasser Arafat of the PLO, and
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of Israel made
remarks.]

The President. As we adjourn, let me once
again thank all of our guests from across the

world who have come here to be a part of
this and to wish all the parties well. Let me
thank those who spoke today for their contribu-
tions to the peace process.

Let me say a special word of thanks to the
Members of Congress who have come here from
both parties, including both Jewish-Americans
and Arab-Americans represented in our United
States Congress, for their support of the United
States effort.

And let me close with this simple thought.
As the cold war has given way to a global village
in which the enemies of peace are many and
dispersed all across the world, the United States
is honored and obligated to be a force for peace,
from Northern Ireland to Southern Africa, from
Bosnia to Haiti, to reducing the nuclear threat
and the threat of biological and chemical weap-
ons to fighting against terrorism and organized
crime.

But this is special, for it is in this place that
those of us who believe that the world was cre-
ated by, is looked over by, and ultimately will
be accountable to one great God. All of us came
from there, whether we find that wisdom in
the Torah or the Koran or the Christian Holy
Bible. If we could all learn in that place to
find the secret of peace, then perhaps the dream
of peace on Earth can truly be realized.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:23 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Foreign Minister Shimon Peres of
Israel; Mahmud Abbas (Abu Mazin), head of the
PLO committee on negotiations; Prime Minister
Felipe Gonzalez of Spain, representing the Euro-
pean Union; Prime Minister Abdellatif Filali of
Morocco; Prime Minister Zayd Bin Shakir of Jor-
dan; and Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev of
Russia.
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Thank you very much. On behalf of the First
Lady and myself, the Vice President and Mrs.
Gore, and Secretary Christopher, we are de-
lighted to welcome all of our visitors from
around the world and especially from the Mid-

dle East, the Prime Ministers, the Foreign Min-
isters, especially Mrs. Rabin and Mrs. Arafat,
Mrs. Mubarak, and Her Majesty Queen Noor.

We are delighted to be here again with these
four great leaders who have just spoken. I was
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looking at His Majesty King Hussein when he
said he was almost 60, thinking that he has
been on the throne for more than 40 years.
What I thought to myself was, for myself, I
don’t object to term limits, but I’m awfully glad
he was not subject to them—[laughter]—be-
cause the Middle East is a different place be-
cause of the way King Hussein has lived his
life for peace all these decades.

I thank President Mubarak for the power of
his example, the constant strength of his deter-
mination. Not so very long ago, my family and
I were, as with many Americans, praying for
his safety. We are glad to see him strong, lead-
ing the world working toward peace.

I agree with Prime Minister Rabin that Chair-
man Arafat makes a good speech and a pas-
sionate one. What an interesting turn of events
his life has taken, and how fortunate we all
are that he decided to take his risks for peace.

Mr. Prime Minister, you give a pretty good
speech yourself. I think you give such a good
speech because it is obvious to everyone that
every word you utter comes from your heart
and your mind together, and we thank you.

And to all my fellow Americans and all of
you here present, we’ve heard a lot of wonderful
words today. I would like to close with three
brief points that I believe should be emphasized.
First, I want to recognize the negotiators, For-
eign Minister Peres, Mr. Abu Mazin, Mr. Uri
Savir, and Mr. Abu Alaa and their teams. They
did this, and we should applaud them. We
should applaud them. [Applause]

I watched today in the Cabinet Room while
the Prime Minister and Chairman Arafat literally
signed, initialed, the annex to this agreement,
which included 26 different maps, comprising
literally thousands and thousands of decisions
that these two sides made. After long and ardu-
ous argument, they found common ground. It
was an astonishing achievement, the care, the
detail, the concern that they manifested and the
effort it took to reach agreement was truly ex-
traordinary. And I do not want that to escape
anyone’s attention.

The second thing I want to say is that this
agreement embodies, for those of us who are
Americans, the things that we believe in the
most, for this agreement required the accept-
ance of responsibility, along with the assertion
of freedom and independence. This agreement
required people to think about the interests of
their children and the sacrifices of their parents.

This agreement required a real effort to reach
principled compromise, common ground, and
higher ground. And make no mistake about it,
this agreement required these decisionmakers to
do things that may be unpopular in the short
run, because they know that 10, 20, 30 years
from now, it is the only course for the future
of the people that they love.

And that brings me to the second point: What
are our obligations, the rest of us? We can clap
for them. But they have to go back to work
tomorrow. When the glamour is gone and the
applause has died out, they will be back at the
hard work. There are two things we can do
for them. The first thing we have to do is to
stand with them against terrorism. It is the
enemy of peace everywhere.

Now we in America know what it is like to
see parents grieving over the bodies of their
children and children grieving over the bodies
of their parents because people believe that ter-
rorism is simply politics by other means. We
have had our hearts ripped out, and now we
know better. So we must stand with them
against terrorism.

The second thing we have to do is to work
with them to achieve the benefits of peace, for
the peace has to bring people the opportunity
to work with dignity, to educate their children,
to clean up their environment, to invest in their
future. Hundreds and hundreds of Arab-Ameri-
cans and Jewish-Americans have the capacity to
work with these people in partnership to trans-
form the future of the Middle East. And I say
again, let us do our part.

Finally, let me say to all the Members of
Congress here present and those who were
there this afternoon, I thank you for your pres-
ence and your support of this process.

We know that in this era where we have
gone from the bipolar world of the cold war
to a global village with all kinds of new and
different threats to our security, only the United
States can stand consistently throughout the
world for the cause of freedom and democracy
and opportunity. We know that, and we must
continue to do that, not simply for the people
of the Middle East but for ourselves as well.
For when we work for peace in Northern Ire-
land, in Southern Africa, in Haiti, in Bosnia,
when we work to dismantle the threat of nuclear
war and fight terrorism, we help ourselves and
our children’s future.
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But I will say again what I said today: If
we can make peace in the Middle East, if we
can help the people who live there to make
their own peace, it will have a special meaning
for ourselves and for the world in the 21st cen-
tury for the simple reason that the world’s three
great religions who believe that one God created
us, watches over us, and ultimately will hold
us to account for what we do—we all study
through the Koran, through the Torah, through
the Holy Bible those lessons—surely if those
people can resolve all their differences, we can
bring peace to all the world.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:15
p.m. at the Corcoran Gallery. In his remarks, he
referred to President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt
and his wife, Suzanne; Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin of Israel and his wife, Leah; PLO Chairman
Yasser Arafat and his wife, Suha; Queen Noor,
wife of King Hussein; Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres of Israel; and Director General Uri Savir,
Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Remarks on Presenting the Presidential Medal of Freedom
September 29, 1995

Good morning, and welcome to all of you,
especially to the honorees, their family mem-
bers, their friends, the distinguished Members
of Congress.

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is the
highest honor given to civilians in the United
States. It has a special history, established 50
years ago by President Truman to honor noble
service in time of war. In 1963, President Ken-
nedy expanded its purpose, making it an honor
for distinguished civilian service in peacetime.
The 12 Americans we honor today embody the
best qualities in our national character. All have
committed themselves, both publicly and pri-
vately, to expanding the circle of freedom and
the opportunities the responsible exercise of
freedom brings, at home and around the world.

In this time of change, where people’s living
patterns and working patterns are undergoing
such dramatic transformation, it is necessary and
fashionable to focus on new ideas and new vi-
sions of the future. We are here today to cele-
brate people who have always been for change
and who have changed America for the better
but who have done it based on the enduring
values that make this country great: the belief
that we have to give all of our citizens the
chance to live up to the fullest of their God-
given capacities; the conviction that we have to
do everything we can to strengthen our families
and our communities; the certainty that when
the chips are down, we have to do what is
good and right, even if it is unpopular in the

short run; the understanding that we have the
obligation to honor those who came before us
by passing better lives and brighter opportunities
on to those who come after.

This medal commemorates the remarkable
service and indelible spirit of individual Ameri-
cans. But it also serves as a beacon to all Ameri-
cans and especially to our children. For our
children, especially now when so many of their
lives have been darkened by violence and irre-
sponsible or absent role models, the robbers
of innocence, of poverty and drug abuse and
gang life, the excesses of our modern commer-
cial media culture and other forces that are un-
dermining the fabric of good lives, all of these
things require more and more people to live
by the values and measure up to the example
of the winners of the Presidential Medal of
Freedom. They represent in so many ways the
true face of American heroism today.

Let me begin now by introducing each of
them in turn.

As a young mother 27 years ago, Peggy
Charren took a good look at her children’s fre-
quent companion, television, and she did not
like what she saw. But unlike others who simply
bemoan the problem, she actually did something
about it. She took a stand against entrenched
and powerful institutions in Government and in
business, and she made them listen. She started
Action for Children’s Television. As a result, she
uplifted the quality of what comes into our
homes and inspired a whole generation of citi-
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