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Q. Does this help your prospects in Cali-
fornia?

The President. I don’t know.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:45 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House prior to discus-

sions with King Hussein of Jordan. In his remarks,
the President referred to Governor Pete Wilson
of California. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With Congressional Leaders
September 29, 1995

The President. Is everyone in? Ladies and
gentlemen, we are about to begin a meeting
between the congressional leadership and the
administration to discuss our progress in Bosnia
and where we’re going from here. But before
we do, let me begin by saying a thank you
to the leadership of Congress for their successful
effort to avoid any kind of interruption in our
Government operations as we work toward a
balanced budget over the next several weeks.

This is the kind of cooperation that makes
it possible for our country not only to work
but to be great. And I hope that we will have
more of it. It is also the kind of cooperation,
frankly, that was really being celebrated yester-
day when we marked another important mile-
stone on the road to peace in the Middle East.

American leadership has worked for peace in
the Middle East through Democratic and Re-
publican administrations for a very long time
now, step by step, with discipline and deter-
mination over years. And yesterday, we cele-
brated the product of that kind of effort.

Let me also say that I believe we must con-
tinue to work together in Bosnia, and I very
much appreciate the expressions of support that
have come from leaders in both parties for the
efforts that we have been making in recent
weeks.

We are now closer to a settlement because
of the initiatives we’ve taken than at any time
in the last 4 years because of the combined
impacts of the NATO air strikes, the United
States diplomatic initiative, and the changes that
have occurred on the ground. If and when there
is a peace agreement, as I have said since early
1993, I believe America must be a part of help-
ing to implement that agreement, because
NATO will have to do it in order for it to
work, and we are the leaders of NATO.

I have consistently opposed the involvement
of our troops in any combat and in this United
Nations mission, but this is a very different
thing, and I believe it’s very, very important
that we play a part of it.

I just received an update from our team and
the work they’re doing, and I can tell you that
we are now seeing some serious discussion of
the possibility of a cease-fire, which I hope can
be successfully concluded as a prelude to getting
into the other details of the agreement.

But I’m looking forward to this meeting. I
thank Senator Dole, the Speaker, for being here,
and Senator Daschle, Congressman Bonior, and
all of the others who are here. And we’re look-
ing forward to the meeting.

And I thank you for the continuing resolution.
If, as expected, it passes today, I expect to sign
it as soon as it hits my desk. And as I said,
that’s a good omen for our efforts to successfully
conclude an effort to balance the budget.

1996 Election
Q. Can I ask Senator Dole to comment on

Pete Wilson’s decision to drop out of the Presi-
dential race? Is this going to help your prospects
of challenging the President next November?

Q. That’s a fast jump from Bosnia.
Senator Bob Dole. No, I haven’t had a chance

to talk to the President about it, so—[laughter].
Q. Does this mean there’s no room in the

Republican Party for moderate Republicans?
Senator Strom Thurmond. This is not a polit-

ical meeting.
Senator Dole. Yes—I don’t like to answer

questions at the President’s meeting. I’ll be
happy to do it later.
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Bosnia

Q. Excuse me. Can you tell us more about
this possible cease-fire?

The President. No. I mean—and I literally
can’t tell you more about it. I can tell you that
it’s being seriously discussed and the parties are
talking about how they feel about it and what
the obstacles to it are at the present moment.
And that’s all I can tell you at the present time.

Q. Do you think it’s—[inaudible].

The President. No, I didn’t say that. I don’t
know that. I don’t know that it’s not. I don’t
know. The answer to that is, I don’t know.

Q. Will it happen today or——
The President. I don’t know. I think that’s

highly unlikely.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in the
Truman Conference Center of the New Executive
Office Building.

Statement on Congressional Support for Administration Efforts To Reduce
Juvenile Tobacco Use
September 29, 1995

All Americans agree that we must protect the
lives and future health of our children. The bi-
partisan ‘‘Commitment to Our Children’’—in
support of this administration’s efforts to reduce
children’s smoking or use of smokeless tobacco
products—shows just how deep that sentiment
runs through our country. The Representatives
and Senators who stood up today for our chil-
dren deserve the Nation’s thanks. These Demo-
crats and Republicans showed that this is not
about partisan politics; it is about doing the right
thing for our children and families. Public health

leaders, children and family advocates, and
elected State and local officials from across the
Nation have also pledged to support our efforts.

Each day, 3,000 young people become regular
smokers. Nearly 1,000 of them will die early
from smoking-related diseases. We must reduce
children’s access to tobacco products and limit
the advertising and promotions that tell our chil-
dren it is cool or glamorous to smoke but do
not tell them about the disease and death that
also come with smoking. The stakes are too high
not to act.

Message to the Congress on the South Africa-United States Agreement on
the Peaceful Use of Nuclear Energy
September 29, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,

pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)), the text of a proposed
Agreement for Cooperation Between the United
States of America and the Republic of South
Africa Concerning Peaceful uses of Nuclear En-
ergy, with accompanying annex and agreed
minute. I am also pleased to transmit my written
approval, authorization, and determination con-
cerning the agreement, and the memorandum
of the Director of the United States Arms Con-

trol and Disarmament Agency with the Nuclear
Proliferation Assessment Statement concerning
the agreement. The joint memorandum sub-
mitted to me by the Acting Secretary of State
and the Secretary of Energy, which includes a
summary of the provisions of the agreement and
various other attachments, including agency
views, is also enclosed.

The proposed agreement with the Republic
of South Africa has been negotiated in accord-
ance with the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as
amended by the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act
of 1978 (NNPA) and as otherwise amended. In
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