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ignated as disaster areas because of the effects
of Hurricane Opal and its aftermath to use their
discretion to excuse from duty, without charge
to leave or loss of pay, any such employee who
is faced with a personal emergency because of
this storm and who can be spared from his
or her usual responsibilities. This policy should
also be applied to any employee who is needed

for emergency law enforcement, relief, or clean-
up efforts authorized by Federal, State, or local
officials having jurisdiction.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 7.

The President’s Radio Address
October 7, 1995

Good morning. As you know, we’re working
in Washington to try to balance the budget.
But we’re working on two very different ap-
proaches. I want to balance the budget because
if it’s done right, it will help us to restore the
American dream and to keep America the
strongest nation in the world. It will help to
improve our economy, create jobs, raise in-
comes, and take debt off our children.

That’s why we’ve worked so hard in our ad-
ministration to bring the deficit down from $290
billion a year when I took office to $160 billion
this year, to expand our exports, and to increase
investment in education. That’s helped to give
us 71⁄2 million new jobs, a record number of
new small businesses. And just last week, the
Census Bureau announced that the poverty rate
has dropped in America for the first time in
5 years, as more families are sticking together
and doing better.

Still, we all know that many working families
are finding it harder than ever to live the Amer-
ican dream. And that’s why we have to do even
more to ensure opportunity for all working peo-
ple, to grow the middle class and to shrink our
under class. Above all, as we balance the Fed-
eral budget, we must make sure we don’t make
it harder for people to educate their children,
care for their parents, strengthen their families.
That would defeat the very purpose of balancing
the budget.

Yet that’s exactly what the budget proposals
of the Republican majority in Congress would
do. At a time when we’re growing the middle
class, they would make it harder for poor people
to work their way into the middle class. They’d
even kick a lot of American families out of the
middle class and hurt families, for many of their

so-called cuts are in fact hidden direct and indi-
rect tax increases.

The congressional leadership says they want
to cut taxes. Well, I do, too. I think we should
have a tax cut targeted at working families to
help them with childrearing and to permit fami-
lies to deduct the cost of college education. But
we can do that without the back-door tax in-
creases on millions of American families the Re-
publican leaders claim to be cutting taxes on.

You see, buried deep within their plan is a
vast collection of tax increases and other costs
on working people, $148 billion worth of direct
and indirect hidden taxes that hit working fami-
lies in America hard. Some will claim these tax
hikes aren’t really taxes. They’ll search the dic-
tionary to find every possible way to avoid using
that ‘‘T’’ word. Well, in Washington they may
not call it a tax increase, but when the Govern-
ment makes a working family pay more, it sure
feels like a tax to them.

Here are the facts. You can decide for your-
self. We want parents to care for their children.
But under the Republican plan, single mothers
struggling to preserve their families will have
to pay $4 billion in fees for the Government’s
help in collecting child support they’re legally
due. That’s a tax hike on responsible mothers
and their children which will lower their already
modest incomes.

The elderly, who have a right to expect that
we will do our duty to them so they can live
their lives in dignity, will be asked to pay thou-
sands of dollars more per couple in extra pre-
miums, extra copayments, extra deductibles for
Medicare over the next 7 years. People who
are old and sick and poor, regardless of how
hard they’ve worked in their lives, will have to
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pay $10 billion more for their Medicare because
the Republican budget proposes to repeal the
extra help now given to the elderly poor with
their Medicare bills. Experts say up to a million
seniors could be driven out of Medicare.

And the Republican Congress proposes to do
away with the law that now prevents States from
forcing seniors whose spouses have to go into
nursing homes to sell their cars, their homes,
even empty their bank accounts before their
husbands and wives can get the Government
help for the care they need.

Young people and their families who are seek-
ing to secure America’s promise of opportunity
could wind up paying thousands of dollars more
in additional fees and interest to get student
loans. That’s a tax hike on middle class families
and students that we can’t afford for our future.

Most unbelievably of all, 17 million working
families who seek to share in the American
dream will have to pay $42 billion more in in-
come taxes through reductions in the earned-
income tax credit for working families. In 1993,
I worked hard to expand this working family
tax credit so that we in America could say that
anybody who works full-time with children in
their homes will not be in poverty. Now what
the Congress wants to do is to roll back that
working families’ tax credit in a way that will
impose a tax increase averaging $500 a family
on families least able to pay it. This is a tax
hike that literally will push many working fami-
lies back into poverty.

All told, there are about $148 billion of these
hidden taxes and fees. They represent a cynical
assault on America’s values by targeting working
families, the elderly, poor people who work hard
at their jobs, mothers seeking child support,
young people struggling their way through col-
lege. These are the very people we should be
helping. I want to reward responsibility, not

punish it; to increase opportunity, not shrink
it; to strengthen our families, not weaken them.
That’s why my budget plan includes none of
these new taxes.

The taxes imposed by the Republican budget
are deceptive and unfair. I urge Congress to
defeat them. We don’t need to raise taxes on
working people and lower their incomes to bal-
ance the budget. We have enough income in-
equality in America as it is.

I’ve proposed a balanced budget that reflects
our fundamental values, that eliminates the def-
icit without undermining education or weak-
ening our environment or violating our commit-
ments to working families, seniors, and poor
children. It secures Medicare and the Trust
Fund without imposing big new costs on seniors,
threatening their independence, or destroying
their dignity. And it gives a tax cut targeted
to education and childrearing, the very things
that working families need. And they’re helping
the very working families who are hit with the
tax increases under the Republican budget.

I’m deeply committed to balancing the Fed-
eral budget. But we have to do it in a way
that is consistent with our values and our vision
for our future, to give our people the chance
to make the most of their own lives, to strength-
en our families and protect our children and
honor our parents, to grow the middle class
and shrink the under class, and to preserve our
Nation as the world’s strongest. Let’s all keep
those values fixed firmly in our sight in the
weeks ahead as we work toward a balanced
budget that advances the American dream.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:49 a.m. in
the Old Whaling Church, Edgartown, MA, for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m.

Statement on Senator Sam Nunn’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection
October 9, 1995

For the last 23 years, Senator Nunn has
served our country with tireless devotion and
steady leadership. He has earned the respect
and appreciation of all Americans for his leader-
ship in national security, defense, and foreign

policy. He has urged us to deal with the long-
term challenges of our economy and to move
beyond established political rhetoric to new poli-
cies that reward responsibility and work and to
strengthen families and communities.
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