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Statement on the Court Decision on Timber Sales
October 28, 1995

I am deeply disappointed in the court’s deci-
sion to force the Forest Service and the Bureau
of Land Management to release these sales of
healthy ancient timber.

My administration’s agreement with the Con-
gress on this issue was significantly different
from the interpretation upheld this week by the
courts. We agreed that the administration would
not have to violate our standards and guidelines
for our forest plan and for forest management
in general, but only speed up sales that met
those standards. We do not believe that this
extreme expansion of ancient timber sales was
authorized by the 1995 rescission act. My ad-
ministration will actively pursue a legislative
remedy to correct this extreme result.

At this time, however, there is no choice but
to comply with the court’s decision. The decision

forces the release of timber that may lead to
grave environmental injury to chinook salmon
and other wildlife and damage our rivers and
streams. This could jeopardize the livelihoods
of thousands of people who depend on the Pa-
cific Northwest’s vibrant commercial and sport
fisheries.

I have directed the Secretaries of Agriculture
and the Interior to work with the companies
awarded contracts to seek changes to mitigate
any harm to salmon and other species and water
quality.

In signing the rescission legislation and in
subsequent directives to my Cabinet, I pledged
to uphold existing environmental laws and stand-
ards. I will continue to fight for those laws and
standards.

Letter to Senator Ernest F. Hollings on Telecommunications Reform
Legislation
October 26, 1995

Dear Fritz:
I enjoyed our telephone conversation today

regarding the upcoming conference on the tele-
communications reform bill and would like to
follow-up on your request regarding the specific
issues of concern to me in the proposed legisla-
tion.

As I said in our discussion, I am committed
to promoting competition in every aspect of the
telecommunications and information industries.
I believe that the legislation should protect and
promote diversity of ownership and opinions in
the mass media, should protect consumers from
unjustified rate increases for cable and tele-
phone services, and, in particular, should include
a test specifically designed to ensure that the
Bell companies entering into long distance mar-
kets will not impede competition.

Earlier this year, my Administration provided
comments on S. 652 and H.R. 1555 as passed.
I remain concerned that neither bill provides
a meaningful role for the Department of Justice
in safeguarding competition before local tele-

phone companies enter new markets. I continue
to be concerned that the bills allow too much
concentration within the mass media and in in-
dividual markets, which could reduce the diver-
sity of news and information available to the
public. I also believe that the provisions allowing
mergers of cable and telephone companies are
overly broad. In addition, I oppose deregulating
cable programming services and equipment rates
before cable operators face real competition. I
remain committed, as well, to the other con-
cerns contained in those earlier statements on
the two bills.

I applaud the Senate and the House for in-
cluding provisions requiring all new televisions
to contain technology that will allow parents to
block out programs with violent or objectionable
content. I strongly support retention in the final
bill of the Snowe-Rockefeller provision that will
ensure that schools, libraries and hospitals have
access to advanced telecommunications services.
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