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Nov. 16 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

to working with the Congress as we reform and
streamline the Department.

The Act provides funding for most of the
Department’s high-priority programs. I com-
mend the Congress for not including new ear-
marked highway demonstration projects; States
can better use these funds in determining their
transportation infrastructure priorities.

I am disappointed that the Congress did not
authorize the restructuring of transportation in-
frastructure programs, as I proposed, but I look
forward to maintaining a dialogue with the Con-
gress about how to best meet States’ and local-

ities’ needs for flexibility to address their future,
high-priority transportation needs.

Again, I urge the Congress to meet its respon-
sibilities by sending me the remaining regular
FY 1996 appropriations bills in acceptable form.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
November 16, 1995.

NOTE: H.R. 2002, approved November 15, was
assigned Public Law No. 104–50.

Message to the Congress Transmitting Proposed Legislation To
Compensate Furloughed Federal Government Employees
November 16, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In declaring my intention to disapprove

House Joint Resolution 122, the further con-
tinuing resolution for fiscal year 1996, I stated
my desire to approve promptly a clean extension
of the continuing resolution that expired on No-
vember 13. Accordingly, I am forwarding the
enclosed legislation that would provide for such
an extension. This legislation also provides that
all Federal employees furloughed during the
Government shutdown through no fault of their

own will be compensated at their ordinary rate
for the period of the furlough.

I urge the Congress to act on this legislation
promptly and to return it to me for signing.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
November 16, 1995.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 17.

Interview With NHK Television of Japan
November 17, 1995

President’s Trip to Japan

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President, for
joining us. The Japanese people are greatly dis-
appointed that you have suddenly canceled your
visit to Japan. Was it really inevitable?

The President. Yes, it was inevitable. And let
me begin by saying that I am greatly dis-
appointed, more disappointed perhaps than I
can even convey to you and through you to
the Japanese people, to cancel this trip. My first
overseas trip as President was to Japan. One
of the first actions I took as President was to
try to elevate the Asian Pacific Economic Coun-
cil to a leaders meeting so that we could all

work more closely together throughout Asia.
And I have had many, many meetings and tele-
phone calls with not only Prime Minister
Murayama but his predecessors. When I ran
for President, I said the Japanese-American rela-
tionship was of supreme importance to the
United States. And so I am very, very dis-
appointed.

But I would ask the Japanese people to un-
derstand what is happening here. We are having
a debate here which will have great implications
for the United States for decades to come. And
our Government is closed down for the first
time in history for this length of time. This
is unprecedented. So that if I were to leave
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