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Q. Mr. President, we’d like to thank you very
much for joining us.

The President. Thank you very much. Glad
to see you.

Q. Thank you.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 12:30 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on the Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty
November 17, 1995

Today marks a milestone in our common ef-
fort to build a transatlantic community where
cooperation, not confrontation, is the key to se-
curity. The parties to the CFE Treaty have
achieved a goal that was thought unattainable
less than a decade ago: They have destroyed
more than 50,000 pieces of military equipment
to establish a stable balance of conventional
forces in Europe at levels dramatically lower
than existed only a few years ago. CFE’s imple-
mentation—including the conduct of thousands
of onsite inspections and the exchange of de-
tailed information on military forces, in addition
to the destruction of thousands of pieces of
armor, artillery, combat aircraft, and attack heli-
copters—is tangible evidence that the era of
cold war confrontation is behind us.

We owe this remarkable achievement to the
determination of the 30 governments rep-
resented in the CFE Joint Consultative Group.
As envisaged when the CFE Treaty was signed
in 1990, this group has been the key to finding
cooperative solutions to countless implementa-

tion problems, large and small. You have made
the treaty work.

CFE has been a flexible instrument in pro-
moting our common security. This has been
demonstrated by our ability together in the joint
statement approved today to agree on the broad
outline of a solution to the issue of the flanks,
which preserves the integrity of the treaty and
does not diminish the security of any state. I
urge all parties to this landmark treaty to work
intensively to complete the task of resolving this
issue as soon as possible.

There are other implementation concerns as
well, relating to equipment destruction and
other issues. The United States expects all par-
ties to CFE to meet their treaty obligations.
This must be done if we are to achieve the
full promise of this treaty. Working through
these remaining problems will be a key task
for the Joint Consultative Group in the days
to come. Given the record of the past, I know
that our work will succeed.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Budget Reconciliation
Legislation
November 17, 1995

Today the Republicans in the House of Rep-
resentatives voted to enact the biggest Medicare
and Medicaid cuts in history, unprecedented
cuts in education and the environment, and
steep tax increases on working families. I will
veto this bill. I am determined to balance the
budget, but I will not go along with a plan
that cuts care for disabled children, reduces
educational opportunity by cutting college schol-

arships, denies preschool to thousands of poor
children, slashes enforcement of environmental
laws, and doubles Medicare premiums for the
elderly. We should balance the budget in a way
that reflects our values.
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