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portant to the unity of our purpose and the
morale of our troops.

I believe there has been a timely opportunity
for the Congress to consider and act upon my
request for support since the initialing in Dayton
on November 21. As you know, the formal sign-
ing of the Peace Agreement will take place in
Paris on December 14.

As I informed you earlier, I have authorized
the participation of a small number of American
troops in a NATO advance mission that will
lay the groundwork for IFOR, starting this week.
They will establish headquarters and set up the
sophisticated communications systems that must
be in place before NATO can send in its troops,
tanks and trucks to Bosnia.

America has a responsibility to help to turn
this moment of hope into an enduring reality.

As the leader of NATO—the only institution
capable of implementing this peace agreement—
the United States has a profound interest in
participating in this mission, which will give the
people of Bosnia the confidence and support
they need to preserve the peace and prevent
this dangerous war in the heart of Europe from
resuming and spreading. Since taking office, I
have refused to send American troops to fight
a war in Bosnia, but I believe we must help
now to secure this Bosnian peace.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: A summary of the operation plan for the
implementation of the peace agreement in the
former Yugoslavia was attached to the President’s
letter.

Remarks to Citizens Involved in Humanitarian Relief Efforts for Bosnia
and an Exchange With Reporters
December 12, 1995

The President. Well, first of all, let me say
that I know I speak for everyone here in thank-
ing the people who have spoken and thanking
them, more importantly, for their remarkable
efforts. I want to express my appreciation to
two of their Representatives who joined us: Con-
gressman Ehlers from Michigan and Congress-
man Moran from Virginia. To Franklin Graham,
thank you, sir, for the remarkable work that
you are doing and for giving people like Mary
the chance to be remarkable in their own right.

What you have just heard is a series of aston-
ishing human testaments. I don’t know that I’ve
ever felt more proud to be an American than
I did in the last few minutes just listening to
these people talk. And I know all of you feel
that way as well.

The purpose of our mission is to take advan-
tage of this remarkable opportunity we have
when all of the parties have agreed to make
peace, when they have agreed that the madness
you have just heard recounted ought to stop.

We saw further evidence of their good-faith
intention to do their part this morning, when
the French pilots were released. And I just,
by pure coincidence, had the French Ambas-

sador in this morning, and I told him to convey
to President Chirac the joy of all Americans
that these pilots are free because the mission
that we all undertook together through NATO
had a lot to do with bringing about this peace
agreement.

Since I became President, I have said that
I thought the United States had an obligation
to participate in the enforcement of a peace
agreement. Because we have a peace agreement
which is enforceable, which can be protected,
which can be enhanced by the NATO force,
the work that you have just heard about will
be able to be multiplied hundreds of times over.
And that’s the thing I want to emphasize to
all of you.

The NATO mission in which the United
States will play a leading role by separating the
forces, by making sure the territory is the way
the peace agreement agreed, by maintaining a
secure environment, will permit more of these
things to be done, will permit the reconstruction
effort to proceed, not only the physical recon-
struction effort but the human reconstruction
effort.
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And I have just told all of the folks whom
you heard speak that it is very important that
these efforts continue in Bosnia and, in fact,
be intensified because there are a lot of lives
that have to be put together; there are a lot
of communities that have to be rebuilt. But this
kind of energy by the American people and by
others throughout the world who will join now
in helping them can help to turn the worst
nightmare in Europe since the end of the Sec-
ond World War into a story of reconciliation
and peace and progress.

And again, let me say, there is nothing I can
say to add to what these fine people have said.
But when Americans like these folks are willing
to do what they have done, I think it is incum-
bent on the United States, the other NATO
powers, the others who are joining with us, to
make sure that this peace takes hold and is
preserved so that they can do it in an atmos-
phere free of fear for themselves and help that
country come back and help all these little chil-
dren regain their childhood.

I hope we all live to see the day when the
only bombs in the world are ‘‘peace bombs.’’

Thank you very much.

Q. Mr. President, are you going to be able
to get this through Congress, win approval?

The President. Well, let me say I’m quite en-
couraged by two things. Number one, a very
large number of Members of Congress, espe-
cially House Members, have actually gone to
the region in the last few days, and I applaud
them for doing it. And some of those with deep
reservations about the missions have gone. I
have no exact vote count for you, but I can
tell you that it’s clear to me that there’s been
a real shift among those who have gone. Those
who have gone have come back more favorable
than they left America. And so I can’t believe
that when the time for the counting comes that
Congress won’t support our troops in this mis-
sion. I believe they will.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Franklin Graham, president,
Samaritan’s Purse; volunteer Mary Damron of
Ikes Fork, WV; and President Jacques Chirac of
France.

Letter to Senators Robert Dole and John McCain on the Plan for
Implementation of the Balkan Peace Agreement
December 12, 1995

Dear Mr. Leader:
I am writing in response to your December

12 letter on equip and train. You raise several
questions to which I would like to respond.

First of all, the United States will take a lead-
ership role in coordinating an international effort
to ensure that the Bosnian Federation receives
the assistance necessary to achieve an adequate
military balance when IFOR leaves. As in all
things related to our effort to bringing peace
to the region, U.S. leadership has been critical.

As I stated in my December 10 letter to you,
I want to assure the impartiality of IFOR. In
the view of my military advisors, this requires
minimizing the involvement of U.S. military per-
sonnel. But we expect that some individual mili-
tary officers, for example, working in OSD,
DSAA or other agencies, will be involved in
planning this effort. We also will offer the

Bosnians participation in U.S. programs such as
IMET. I agree that maintaining flexibility is im-
portant to the success of the effort to achieve
a stable military balance within Bosnia. But I
will do nothing that I believe will endanger the
safety of American troops on the ground in Bos-
nia. I am sure you will agree that is my primary
responsibility.

I want to assure you that I am focusing on
what the United States can do. That is why
I sent an assessment team to the region to prop-
erly evaluate the needs of the Federation. Train-
ing programs and provision of non-lethal assist-
ance can begin immediately after the peace
agreement enters into force; and provision of
small arms can begin after three months. We
intend to move expeditiously.

I have given you my word that we will make
certain that the Bosnian Federation will receive
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