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in many parts of the country. But we are begin-
ning to turn the tide. And we do know what
works.

Much of the success is due to efforts in com-
munities throughout our country to get guns
off our streets and put more police on the
streets and to give our young people something
to say yes to as well as something to say no
to. More importantly, it is due to the outpouring
of grassroots community involvement in all these
efforts, in the comprehensive fight against crime
and violence. People are getting the message
that community policing works. And it’s up to
every citizen to rise up, reach out, and link
arms with local police to keep their own neigh-
borhoods safe and their schools safe. Now, the
progress we’ve seen is cause for hope. We just
have to keep working on it here at home.

From the Middle East to Northern Ireland,
to our troops in Bosnia, to our toughest neigh-
borhoods, America is leading the way to peace
and reconciliation. All around the world billions
of people look to America as a model of democ-

racy and freedom. And we should see ourselves
as others see us. We should finish the job of
balancing the budget and reopening the Govern-
ment in the spirit of cooperation and unity so
that we can continue to grow and prosper to-
gether and be a force in the world for peace
and freedom. That is the spirit of the season
and the spirit of America.

Let each of us resolve to do what we can
to be peacemakers. Let us bring peace to every
child who deserves to be free from violence
and full of hope. And as we celebrate the birth
of a child whose only shelter was the straw
of a manger, let us remember the words of
the Prince of Peace who said, ‘‘Blessed are the
peacemakers.’’ We ask the blessings of this
peace for everyone. That is our prayer this
Christmas.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Christmas Eve Message to United States Troops in Bosnia-Herzegovina
December 24, 1995

Merry Christmas, and best wishes to all of
you on this Christmas Eve. I am honored to
speak today to the men and women of Oper-
ation Joint Endeavor, in Bosnia, Croatia, Hun-
gary, and Italy, on ships at sea and skies over-
head, and those preparing to deploy. I know
that all around the world Americans who wear
our Nation’s uniform are listening, and I want
to wish all of them well, just as I know they
wish you well as you embark on this historic
mission.

With me today are the families of seven
Americans serving in and around Bosnia: Lieu-
tenant Colonel Bob Norman of the 621st Air
Mobility Control Squadron in Tuzla; Command
Master Chief Jim Sirles on the U.S.S. America
in the Adriatic; Sergeant William LeBright of
the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit on board
the U.S.S. Whidbey Island; Warrant Officer
Willie Wade with the 586th Assault Bridge
Company; Lieutenant Colonel O’Malley Smith
of the 353d Civil Affairs Group; Sergeant Mark
Ackerman with the 114th Public Affairs Detach-

ment; and Linda Carsey, an Army civilian con-
tract specialist on her way to Tuzla.

These families here remind us all of the
Americans we’re sending to Bosnia. They’re
leaving their families behind. And many of them
are already far from their loved ones this Christ-
mas Eve. I want to extend a special greeting
to those families today. I know that when we
call on our troops to protect America’s interests
and values, we also call on their families. Their
families’ special sacrifice may not make the
headlines, but we could not be successful with-
out it, for as our troops stand up on America’s
behalf, it is their families who stand behind
them, who keep them strong with confidence,
support, and love.

These thoughts are especially close in our
minds this time of year. As Americans come
together in this season of peace, we know that
you, the men and women of Operation Joint
Endeavor, are serving on a mission of peace,
the noblest mission of all. The pride your fami-
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lies have in each of you is shared by all your
fellow Americans all across our Nation.

Ten days ago in Paris, the Presidents of Bos-
nia, Croatia, and Serbia signed an agreement
that turns their troubled region from war to
peace. Our Nation has an important interest in
seeing that peace take hold for the people of
Bosnia who have suffered so much for so long;
for the stability of Europe, which is so crucial
to our own stability; and for the safer, stronger
world we want to leave for our children.

There is too much at stake in Bosnia today
for our Nation to sit on the sidelines, and that’s
why we’ve turned to you, our men and women
in uniform. You provide us with the power to
meet threats to our security. You have the
strength to bring hope and stability to people
exhausted by war. We know and the people
of Bosnia know that you will get the job done
and that you will do it right.

Each side there wants NATO to help them
safeguard the peace they have agreed to make
and to help them live up to their commitments
to one another. They trust you to create a se-
cure environment so they can seize this chance
to rebuild their lives and their land. They see
in you how much can be achieved when people
find strength in their diversity. That is the power
of America’s example.

I know this will be a demanding mission, but
I know, too, that you are up to the task. General
Joulwan and General Nash have assured me of
that. And I have seen it for myself. Earlier this
month, I visited with the men and women of
Task Force Eagle in Germany. I saw in them

the qualities that all of you share, the qualities
that have earned our Nation the respect and
trust of the entire world. Your training, equip-
ment, and preparation are unequalled. Your rep-
utation precedes you. The most advanced tech-
nology protects you. But just as important, you
are strong in your character. Time and again,
without pause or complaint, you step forward
to serve our Nation.

In this new era of challenge and change,
America’s obligation to lead for peace and
human dignity has remained as important as
ever. In Bosnia, you, the men and women of
our Armed Forces, will bear that charge with
great honor. You will make the difference be-
tween horror and hope, between a war that re-
sumes and a peace that takes hold.

I am proud to be your Commander in Chief
and to thank you on behalf of your nation. Your
mission of peace and good will in Bosnia re-
minds us all what this season is all about for
all people everywhere.

Tomorrow, on Christmas Day, and as long
as you are there, Hillary and I will have you
in our thoughts and prayers. May God bless
and protect you and your families and bring
you success and a very safe return. And may
God bless America, the nation you do so much
to serve.

NOTE: The message was recorded at 10:13 a.m.
in the Oval Office at the White House for broad-
cast at 12:15 p.m. In his remarks, the President
referred to Maj. Gen. William L. Nash, USA,
Commanding General, 1st Armored Division.

Message to the Congress on Suspension of Sanctions Against the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
December 27, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 1511 of the National Defense Author-

ization Act for Fiscal Year 1994 (hereinafter the
‘‘Act’’), requires that the sanctions imposed on
Serbia and Montenegro, as described in that
section, shall remain in effect until changed by
law. Section 1511(e) of the Act authorizes the
President to waive or modify the application of
such sanctions upon certification to the Congress
that the President has determined that the waiv-

er or modification is necessary to achieve a ne-
gotiated settlement of the conflict in Bosnia-
Herzegovina that is acceptable to the parties.

In accordance with this provision, I have
issued the attached Presidential Determination
stating that the suspension of the sanctions de-
scribed in section 1511(a) (1–5) and (7–8) and
in conformity with the provisions of United Na-
tions Security Council Resolutions 1021 and
1022 is necessary to achieve a negotiated settle-
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