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obligations. And we should not, under any cir-
cumstances, for any reason, ever, ever, not a
single one of us, break the word of the United
States of America.

Let me say, too, to all of you, I have been
very honored to fight the battles that we have
fought together, across party lines, for the crime
bill, to end unfunded mandates. You have been
a source of great inspiration to me. But this
organization has been a source of inspiration
for progressive, positive change ever since you
convinced a reluctant President Hoover to sign
a municipal assistance bill in the Depression.

So I ask you to keep working with us. Help
us to pass the ‘‘Community Flexibility Act.’’
Help us to protect the community development
banks. Help us to support the reform of HUD.
Help us to get real welfare reform. Help us
to keep the crime rate coming down. Help us

to do these things. We can do these things if
we do them together.

The cities are the model. Why did people
begin to live in cities? Because they knew in-
stinctively they could do things together that
they could never do on their own. America can
do what we have to do if we do it together.
And the mayors, the cities, the community lead-
ers can lead the way.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:02 p.m., in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to U.S. Conference of Mayors officers
Mayor Norm Rice, Seattle, WA, president; Mayor
Richard Daley, Chicago, IL, vice president; Mayor
Paul Helmke, Fort Wayne, IN, advisory board
chair; and J. Thomas Cochran, executive director.

Statement on the Resignation of Roger Johnson as Administrator of
General Services
January 25, 1996

I learned of Roger Johnson’s resignation as
Administrator of the General Services Adminis-
tration with deep regret. He served his country
with distinction over the last 3 years, bringing
a common-sense approach and let’s-get-down-
to-business style to the GSA.

He worked closely with the Vice President
and the staff of the National Performance Re-
view to implement real reforms at the GSA.
Because of his work, today’s GSA provides bet-
ter service with a smaller bureaucracy and lower
operating costs. We will continue to build on
the work Roger started.

At a time when all Americans need to come
together and confront our common challenges,
we need people like Roger Johnson—a long-
time Republican, a business leader—more than
ever. Even as he leaves the Government, I hope
public servants everywhere remember his exam-
ple: to put partisan differences aside and work
for the common good.

Hillary and I wish Roger and Janice nothing
but the best as they return to California. I am
deeply gratified by his kind words and look for-
ward to working with Roger in the months
ahead.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the Department of
Transportation
January 25, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 308 of Public Law

97–449 (49 U.S.C. 308(a)), I transmit herewith

the Annual Report of the Department of Trans-
portation, which covers fiscal year 1994.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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