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to be active in the Middle East and in Northern
Ireland, to do what had to be done, even in
crises times, in other places. But the problem
is that even in this time of balancing the budget,
this is such a small part of our budget. President
Chirac is absolutely right in emphasizing this
to all the developed countries in the world.

Whitewater Investigation
Q. Mr. President, just a short time ago, Susan

MacDougal’s attorney told me that he has filed
a request today to have you subpoenaed to tes-
tify. And that would be to substantiate Susan
MacDougal’s claims regarding David Hale and
the loan. What do you think of this request,
and would you want to testify on this matter
if it comes to a subpoena?

President Clinton. I can’t comment on it, be-
cause I don’t know what the facts are. I’m sorry.

You want to ask one more question?
Q. He has issued it, though.

Bosnia
Q. This is a question to both Presidents. It

was said that the military American presence
in Bosnia would be limited to one year. And
you certainly talked about this. So what would
be advisable? What should one do at the end
of one year?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, before
I said that to the American people, there was
a peace agreement in Dayton with a military
annex that set forth precisely what the mission
would be. And if I might compliment the Presi-
dents of Bosnia, Croatia, and Serbia, they actu-
ally involved NATO’s military leaders in devel-
oping this annex. And they said, here is what
we want the military mission to be—not the

economic development mission, not the civilian
police mission, not the political mission—the
military mission. We want you to separate the
forces. We want you to maintain free movement
within the country. We want you to help, insofar
as you can, to facilitate that movement, and
to give the parties time to let peace take hold.

And the judgment of the military commanders
was that this particular mission, the military mis-
sion, should go on for no more than a year,
that after a year people should be able to worry
about the other things, the political, the eco-
nomic, the civilian law enforcement, police-type
work that had to be done. And so I believe
the world community will have to find mecha-
nisms to do that.

But at the end of the—we said about a year,
the military mission, as defined in the Dayton
talks and ratified in the Paris peace signing,
can be completed. That’s what our military peo-
ple said. So all I did was to reflect the military
opinion of our generals and NATO’s generals.

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.
President Clinton. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 114th news conference
began at 5:12 p.m. in Room 450 of the Old Execu-
tive Office Building. President Chirac and the
French journalists spoke in French, and their re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. In his
remarks, the President referred to President Hafiz
al-Asad of Syria; Prime Minister Shimon Peres of
Israel; Republican Presidential candidate Mal-
colm S. (Steve) Forbes, Jr.; President Alija
Izetbegovic of Bosnia-Herzegovina; President
Franjo Tudjman of Croatia; and President
Slobodan Milosevic of Serbia.

Statement on Congressional Action on Telecommunications Reform
Legislation
February 1, 1996

I wish to congratulate the Congress for pass-
ing the Telecommunications Reform Act of
1995. As I stated in my State of the Union
Address, America needs this legislation and this
kind of bipartisanship to build our economy for
the 21st century, to bring educational technology
into every classroom, and to help families exer-

cise control over how the media influences their
children.

For the past 3 years, my administration has
promoted the enactment of a telecommuni-
cations reform bill to stimulate investment, pro-
mote competition, provide open access for all
citizens to the information superhighway,
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strengthen and improve universal service, and
provide families with technologies to help them
control what kind of programs come into their
homes over television. As a result of this action
today, consumers will receive the benefits of
lower prices, better quality, and greater choices
in their telephone and cable services, and they
will continue to benefit from a diversity of
voices and viewpoints in radio, television, and
the print media.

I want to thank the bipartisan leadership of
the conference that produced this landmark leg-
islation—Senators Pressler and Hollings and

Representatives Bliley, Dingell, Fields, and Mar-
key. I also want to thank all those in my admin-
istration from the Justice Department, the Com-
merce Department, and the Education Depart-
ment for their hard work on this bill over the
past 3 years. And I want to give a special thanks
to Vice President Gore who began talking about
the information superhighway nearly 20 years
ago and who I know is very proud to see this
legislation enacted today.

With this legislation today we are building
the information superhighway that will lead all
Americans into a more prosperous future.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring President Jacques Chirac of France
February 1, 1996

Ladies and gentlemen, good evening. Presi-
dent Chirac, Mrs. Chirac, members of the
French delegation, to our distinguished guests
from France and the United States, Hillary and
I are delighted to welcome a great friend of
our country to America’s house.

As President tonight I am thinking of the
experience of one of my most illustrious prede-
cessors, Thomas Jefferson. As every American
knows, when Thomas Jefferson was Minister to
France, he developed a fondness for everything
French. When he returned home, his political
opponents tried to turn the American people
against him by accusing him of excessive
Francophilia. [Laughter] Patrick Henry struck
the harshest blow. He denounced Jefferson, and
I quote, for ‘‘abjuring his native victuals’’ in
favor of French cuisine. [Laughter] Somehow
Jefferson overcame the attack and went on to
become President. And thank goodness, today
Americans consider a good French meal to be
a supreme treat, not high treason. [Laughter]
Still, I feel compelled to make full disclosure
to our French guests: Our extraordinary White
House chef, Walter Scheib, is an American.
[Laughter]

A decade before Thomas Jefferson went to
France, France came to the aid of American
people. Dozens of ships carrying cannon, rifles,
mortars, and clothing crossed the Atlantic to
supply those who were fighting here for our
independence. At Yorktown, General George
Washington’s troops were one-half French. And

together with the French fleet, they decided
our great revolutionary struggle in freedom’s
favor there. So it is not an exaggeration to say
that the American people owe our liberty to
France.

Today, freedom-loving people all over the
world still look to France not only for its
strength but for its values, the tolerance, the
freedom, the progress. We see that in Bosnia
where the heroism of France’s soldiers and the
determination of its President are helping peace
to take hold. We see it in Africa where France
is battling poverty and disease to bring hope
to millions. We see it in Europe where French
leadership is transforming Jean Monnet’s vision
of an undivided continent finally into a reality.
And we see it in the struggle that France is
waging against the forces of destruction in the
modern world, against the terrorism, the orga-
nized crime, the drug trafficking, forces from
which none of us are immune.

Mr. President, I am grateful to have you as
our partner in facing all these common chal-
lenges. I have long admired your political tenac-
ity, and I have a suggestion that in France they
should begin to call you ‘‘Le Comeback Kid.’’
[Laughter] I also think all of my fellow Ameri-
cans should know that, as far as I know, the
President is the only foreign head of state who
once worked behind the counter at a Howard
Johnson’s restaurant. [Laughter]

I know the deep affection he developed for
our Nation lives on and that he still takes vaca-
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