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structed the Department of Commerce to con-
tinue to monitor closely Japan’s research whaling
and to report promptly on any further inconsist-

encies between Japanese whaling activities and
the guidelines of the IWC conservation program.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 9, 1996.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Poland-United States
Fisheries Agreement Extension
February 9, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery

Conservation and Management Act of 1976 (16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith an
Agreement between the Government of the
United States of America and the Government
of the Republic of Poland Extending the Agree-
ment of August 1, 1985, as amended, Con-
cerning Fisheries Off the Coasts of the United
States (‘‘the 1985 Agreement’’). The Agreement,
which was effected by an exchange of notes

at Warsaw on December 15 and 20, 1995, ex-
tends the 1985 Agreement to December 31,
1997.

In light of the importance of our fisheries
relationship with the Republic of Poland, I urge
that the Congress give favorable consideration
to this Agreement at an early date.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 9, 1996.

Remarks on the Terrorist Attack in London, United Kingdom
February 10, 1996

The President. Good morning. I have a few
words to say about yesterday’s terrorist bombing
in London. As all of us know, it injured scores
of people. Let me begin by saying that I know
I speak for all Americans who join Hillary and
me in praying for those who were hurt and
for their speedy recovery. We also hope that
those responsible for this terrible and cowardly
act are quickly brought to justice.

There can be no doubt about the purpose
of this attack. This attack was aimed at the
growing prospects for peace, a just and lasting
peace, in Northern Ireland. I am deeply con-
cerned by reports that the Irish Republican
Army has announced an end to the cease-fire.
The cease-fire and the good will and hard work
of the parties to the Irish conflict have given
the people of Northern Ireland the greatest gift
of all, the simple blessings of a normal life.
Since the cease-fire went into effect a year and
a half ago, people of all faiths have been able

to go about their daily lives without the disrup-
tion of searches and roadblocks, and especially
without fear of the bullet and the bomb. We
must not turn away from that path now.

I know that the overwhelming majority of the
people of Northern Ireland, Catholic and
Protestant alike, want to stay on the path of
peace. During my visit there last year I could
see for myself that the demand for peace was
lasting. No one and no organization has the right
to deny the people of Northern Ireland a peace-
ful future, and I am determined to do all that
I can to see that the enemies of peace do not
succeed.

Last night I spoke to the British Prime Min-
ister, John Major, to express our shock and sad-
ness over this event. I also spoke to the Irish
Prime Minister, John Bruton. I assured both
of them that America would continue to be
committed to work for a negotiated, secure
peace.
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Let me say again that this terrible incident
reminds me of a lesson I have learned in work-
ing for peace throughout the world in the last
3 years. The real differences in our world are
not between Catholics and Protestants, Arabs
and Jews, Muslims, Croats, and Serbs; they are
between those who embrace peace and those
who reject it, those who look to the future and
those who are blinded by the hatreds of the
past, those who open their arms and those who
are determined to keep clenching their fists.

We all have to choose. The people of North-
ern Ireland have chosen peace. They do not

deserve to have a small group choose bloodshed
and violence and wreck the peaceful life they
long for. And the people of Great Britain do
not deserve to have this violence wreaked upon
them. We will not stop in our efforts until peace
has been secured.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:47 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, prior to his de-
parture for Iowa City, IA.

The President’s Radio Address
February 10, 1996

Good morning. Today I want to talk with
you about our families and our future—a future
of great possibilities and strong challenges, chal-
lenges we cannot meet with Government alone,
but we can’t meet them by letting people fend
for themselves, either. We have to go forward
together.

In my State of the Union Address, I outlined
our seven biggest challenges for the future, chal-
lenges we must meet if we are going to make
the American dream available to all our people
and unite our country around our shared values.

Those seven are: strengthening our families
and giving our children better childhoods; pro-
viding better education for all Americans; en-
hancing the security of working families through
access to health care, lifetime education and
training, and secure pensions; fighting crime and
gangs and drugs until crime is the exception,
not the rule, in America again; protecting our
environment; maintaining our world leadership
for peace and freedom; and continuing to re-
form and reinvent our Government so that it
does a better job at less cost in helping our
people to make the most of their own lives
and solve our problems together.

Our first and in many ways our most impor-
tant challenge is to strengthen our families and
improve childhood for all of our children. Our
children are shaped by many forces, first and
foremost by their parents, but also by other
relatives, schools, places of worship, their peers,

their communities, and the larger economic and
social forces of our time.

If the first years of a child’s life go right,
with engaged, caring parents to love and encour-
age them, to teach them right from wrong, it
can mean the difference between a lifetime of
fulfillment and a lifetime of frustration and dis-
appointment. It can also mean the difference
between an America prepared to meet the chal-
lenges of the 21st century and an America that
is not.

These days, most parents are working harder
just to make ends meet; so it’s an even greater
challenge to spend the time, the energy, the
concentration necessary to get children off to
a good start. And it’s a tougher job because
our children are subject to so many outside
forces that can undermine their growing up.

Sadly, too many of our children are growing
up without parents; others are abused or ne-
glected by their parents; others have parents
who simply don’t know how to be strong positive
forces, the kind of forces every child needs in
his or her life. Too often, these parents become
shadows on the outskirts of their children’s lives.

We know that when parents are absent or
abusive the results can be tragic. Recently in
Chicago a 5-year-old boy was held 14 stories
above the pavement by a 10-year-old and an
11-year-old, and dropped to his death. The boys
who did the killing were essentially parentless,
with both fathers in prison. In New York, a
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