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growing up, considering the problems that were
in your household?

The President. The honest answer is, I don’t
know. I think that—I think, yes, because at that
time in our country’s history, most women were
too embarrassed to talk about it. They didn’t
know that anybody else—they didn’t know if
anybody else had the problem, and if they did,
they had no way of finding out who they were.
And I think that the sense of shame, the ambiv-
alence that ‘‘Maybe somehow this must be partly
my fault,’’ or ‘‘This is my burden to bear,’’ that
‘‘This is not anything that I can get out of ’’—
I think that’s how it would have been most
helpful.

I had a—my mother was one of the most
remarkably resilient and self-reliant people I
knew, but I think she came of age at a time
when women in America simply didn’t know
that there was any way out of this. And I bet
you there’s still a lot of women out there who
just don’t know that there’s any way out of this.
So I would think that would have been the
most important thing that would have helped
us.

Thank you.

Audience member. May I ask you a question
also?

The President. Sure.
Audience member. I wonder if you could just

take a moment and speak to the fact that with
the billions of women who are battered, those
that are the least addressed are those that are
deaf, and that there is also a TDD line——

The President. Oh, I’m sorry.
Audience member. ——and maybe a special

thank-you to Senator Kennedy for seeing that
that happened. [Laughter]

The President. Thank you. Would you like
to say something about it?

That’s the TDD line, and for the last couple
of years we’ve done some things to point out
what telephone technology is doing to bring
communication to the deaf. And this TDD line
is 1–800–787–3224.

I thank you for mentioning that.
Thank you. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:38 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Candice Slaughter, domestic
violence victim, and Ellen Fisher, hotline director.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting Budget Rescissions
February 21, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report three rescission proposals of budg-
etary resources, totaling $820 million. These re-
scissions offset the emergency FY 1996 Defense
supplemental appropriations, which support the
Bosnia peace implementation force. The rescis-
sions affect the Department of Defense.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
report detailing the proposed rescissions was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on March 5.

Remarks to the White House Conference on Empowerment Zones
February 22, 1996

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President,
Hannah and Vinnie and the Congressmen, the
mayors, county officials, and others here. Can
you believe the Vice President asked me in front

of all of you about this trade deal? [Laughter]
I figured that the—you know, in this league
there’s only two teams. [Laughter] Nobody on
their team I want to trade him for. [Laughter]
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