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ing the danger that missile technology prolifera-
tion poses to the world. But secondly, we have
made it absolutely clear that we will not have
any talks nor will we negotiate any agreement
on any matter covered by the armistice agree-
ment. We will not do that.

The four-party talks are simply a way of pro-
viding a framework within which the South and
the North can ultimately agree on the terms
of peace in the same way that the armistice
talks provided that framework 43 years ago. And
if the United States can play a positive role
in that, we want to. We would like it if the
Chinese would do the same. But in the end,
the Korean people are going to have to make
peace for themselves and their future.

North Korea
Q. I would like to ask President Kim, as well

as President Clinton, about your assessment of
the situation, what is going on in North Korea.
We hear reports about severe food shortages
and fuel shortages. How dire is the situation,
and do you think that this might be a catalyst
or an inducement to bring North Korea to these
talks that you are talking about this morning?

President Kim. With regard to your question,
my answer is that, yes, it is true that within
North Korea there is a serious shortage of food
and energy sources, and things are getting
worse. And in fact, they are running short of
so many things. And politically we don’t think
that the situation is stable, and economically it
is a very uncertain regime.

If I can make an analogy to the attitudes
of North Korea in comparison with the weather
forecasting, in fact, today we are going to have
another very sunshiny day, because the weather
forecast said that it was going to rain today.
So we could have done our press conference
inside. I think the same can be applied to the
attitude of North Korea.

President Clinton. Terry [Terence Hunt, Asso-
ciated Press], with regard to the question you
asked, I don’t have a lot to add to what Presi-
dent Kim said, except to say that sometimes
when countries are in difficult straits—just like
people when they’re in difficult straits—it is
more difficult, not easier, to make agreements.
So I don’t know that the present difficulties
in North Korea will change the negotiating pos-
ture of the North Koreans in favor of peace.
What I would say to them is President Kim
and I are making a good-faith effort here. I
was impressed that he took this initiative; I was
glad to join him with it. And it is clearly in
the long-term interest of the people of North
Korea to make peace. And so I would implore
them to do this and to accept this offer not
just because of the present difficulties but be-
cause it is the right thing to do for all the
people of the Korean Peninsula over the long
run.

NOTE: The President’s 118th news conference
began at 12:37 p.m. in the garden at the Shilla
Hotel. President Kim spoke in Korean, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto
of Japan in Tokyo
April 17, 1996

Prime Minister Hashimoto. Right in front of
you, I and President Clinton signed two docu-
ments. One is the message to the peoples of
Japan and the United States that lays down the
direction in which the two countries should, to-
gether, proceed towards the 21st century. And
the second is the Japan-U.S. Declaration on Se-
curity.

The message to the peoples of Japan and
the United States summarizes how important
the Japan-U.S. bilateral relationships are for our

peoples and how our two countries will cooper-
ate on a future agenda by referring to the pre-
ciousness of democracy and freedom, bilateral
cooperation on regional issues, cooperation for
U.N. reform, and on disarmament and on our
economic relations and how we shall cooperate
with each other in these respects.

The Japan-U.S. Declaration on Security reaf-
firms that the Japan-U.S. security setup will con-
tinue to play an important role, as in the past,
in preserving security, peace, and stability in
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the Asia-Pacific, and notes that it will be the
starting point for our bilateral cooperation into
the future.

Our meeting covered a wide ground: security,
economic, and other bilateral issues, as well as
various problems of the international community
and the consolidation, realignment, and reduc-
tion of military facilities in Okinawa. Both Gov-
ernments are making sincere efforts to reduce
the burden on the Okinawa people by paying
our utmost consideration to the feelings of the
Okinawa people.

We once again expressed our appreciation for
the contents of the interim report of the Special
Action Committee on Okinawa announced the
day before yesterday and mutually confirmed
that it will be important to ensure proper and
expeditious implementation of the measures
spelled out in that report, that both of us will
continue to do our utmost to arrive at a final
agreement in November of this year.

On the Japan-U.S. economic relations, I ex-
plained that Japan current account surplus is
on a declining trend and that the Government
of Japan is working on economic structural re-
form, including deregulation. And I suggested
that we engage in discussions on individual eco-
nomic issues whenever necessary by building on
our past track record.

We’ll also discuss the importance of Japan
and the United States cooperating with each
other to stand up against the threats to human-
kind and to the global community. We con-
firmed that, to that end, six new areas will be
added to our cooperation on so-called Common
Agenda, such as on antiterrorism initiative and
on emerging and reemerging diseases, et cetera,
and that we shall further foster such cooperation
with the participation of the private sector and
other countries.

We also decided to study together a 21st cen-
tury-type development that will be in harmony
with nature. Within the little time we had, we
also exchanged views on the situation in dif-
ferent parts of the world—China, the Korean
Peninsula, Russia, the Former Yugoslavia, the
Middle East—and discussed our respective pol-
icy there, too.

My candid impressions of the meeting today
are that today’s summit meeting was supported
by very firm and large pillars and by a big
roof, the large pillars being mutual under-
standing between the peoples of our two coun-
tries. And I put to the President my determina-

tion to create opportunities for many, many
more American youths to visit Japan in the fu-
ture so that these pillars will grow even larger.

The big roof is the values that our two coun-
tries have shared together to date. Japan and
the United States, both built on universal values
of democracy, human rights, an open economy,
among others, have mutually built a relationship
that is indispensable for the future of the world.

I will end on the note that the essence of
the meeting today was the reaffirmation of this
extremely important relationship. And I would
like to yield to President now.

President Clinton. Thank you, Prime Minister.
Let me begin by thanking the Imperial Family

and the Prime Minister for their hospitality to
me and the First Lady and to all of our Amer-
ican delegation, and thanking the Japanese peo-
ple for a wonderful welcome in this beautiful
springtime.

I’m here primarily to celebrate the extraor-
dinary partnership between our two nations over
the last 50 years and to strengthen our alliance
to meet the demands of this time of exceptional
change. The Prime Minister and I strongly agree
that as two of the world’s strongest democracies
and leading economies, Japan and the United
States have a special responsibility to lead.

This is a moment of remarkable possibility
for our people to make the most of their own
lives, but it is also a moment of stern challenge.
More and more, problems that start beyond our
border can become problems within our bor-
ders. No one is immune to the threats posed
by rogue states, by the spread of weapons of
mass destruction, by terrorism, crime, and drug
trafficking, by environmental decay and eco-
nomic dislocation. But together we can turn
these collective challenges into common solu-
tions.

For the past 3 years our two nations have
been doing just that. Now when you look at
the great diversity of our ties in security, in
trade, in our Common Agenda partnership, the
conclusion is clear: The relationship between the
United States and Japan is better and stronger
than ever.

Our security alliance is key to maintaining
a Pacific at peace, especially at this time of
profound regional change. The security delega-
tion—excuse me—the Security Declaration that
the Prime Minister and I just signed is a result
of more than one year’s hard work and careful
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study. It strengthens our alliance for the 21st
century.

The United States will maintain our troop
presence in Japan at about current levels. We
will deepen our cooperation with Japan’s self-
defense forces, and we will reduce the burden
of our bases on the Japanese people, and espe-
cially on the people of Okinawa, without dimin-
ishing our defense capability.

Our trade relationship is also on the right
track. That’s good for all of our people. When
I took office, there was real frustration in the
United States about the difficulty we had selling
our goods and services in the Japanese market.
Since then, our two nations have signed 21 sepa-
rate trade agreements, covering everything from
auto parts to medical supplies to computers. Our
exports in those sectors are up dramatically,
about 85 percent. That means in America more
jobs and better pay and in Japan lower prices
and greater choice.

Free and fair trade is a win-win proposition.
Now there is more work to be done, of course,
in areas like insurance and semiconductors and
film. None of it will be easy. But for the first
time, I want everyone to be clear, we have es-
tablished a process to resolve problems that do
arise in a patient and pragmatic manner.

The partnership between our countries is also
making a real difference around the world. In
Bosnia we have joined forces to help people
rebuild their lives and their land. I want to
thank Japan for the extraordinarily generous
$500 million relief and reconstruction package
that Japan has just announced. This is evidence
of a powerful commitment to lead the world
toward peace and freedom.

The Prime Minister and I reviewed many
other initiatives we are taking under our Com-
mon Agenda. We’re working to wipe out polio
by the year 2000. We’re working to reduce the
devastation of natural disasters through our
earthquake disaster reduction effort, to protect
the world’s forests and oceans, to lift people’s
lives through advanced technology, to complete
and sign a comprehensive test ban treaty this
year, to bring the blessings of peace and free-
dom to more people than ever before.

I also thank the Japanese Government for
reaching out for greater educational and cultural
exchanges with the American people, and I par-
ticularly appreciate the efforts the Prime Min-
ister has made in this regard.

In this time of challenge and change, the part-
nership between our two nations is more impor-
tant to our people and to the world than ever.
If we realize its full potential, that partnership
can be a powerful force for progress and peace
for our own people and all around the world.

Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Hashimoto. Questions and an-

swers. Those of you who have questions, please
raise your hand.

Yes, over there.

Japan-U.S. Security Arrangements
Q. President Clinton and Prime Minister, we

appreciate your work. The question for Prime
Minister Hashimoto: You stated your candid im-
pressions with regard to the meeting you just
had. On individual issues, amidst the end of
cold war, in this new relationship, situation here
in the world, I believe one of your important
themes was to reaffirm the importance of Japan-
U.S. relationship, and I wonder—I think you
reaffirmed that the guidelines for Japan-U.S. de-
fense cooperation will be reviewed as well. But
in this connection, I believe there will be a
need for coordination of views between Japan
and the United States with regard to the exer-
cise of collective self-defense, which is a matter
that could impinge on the Japanese Constitution.
And I wonder how are you going to address
that problem now, Mr. Prime Minister?

Prime Minister Hashimoto. Last year we
modified the national defense outline and came
up with a new outline of national defense pro-
gram in order to organize Japanese defense ca-
pabilities in accordance with the new prevailing
international circumstances. And it goes without
saying that since there have been changes that
we have to engage in various studies in response
to those changes.

I truly believe that it is because of Japan-
U.S. Security Treaty that for 51 years since our
defeat in the Second World War, we have been
able to lead peaceful lives, and we did not think
much about a contingency situation. And in case
that emergency arises—there might be a need
to rescue Japanese in certain areas of emer-
gency; we might also have to receive refugees—
now, we were very fortunate; we didn’t have
to think about those contingencies. Today, how-
ever, we have to consider those possibilities and
study what can be done, what cannot be done.
We have to study these very clearly. I think
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there is a true need to engage in that sort of
study.

Now, there’s a tendency for people to say
that this is a matter of interpretation of the
Constitution or a matter of emergency legisla-
tion and so on. People are bogged down in
conceptual discussions. But I think there are
certain things that we can do under the present
Constitution, and I think it is our responsibility
to make clear what can be done and what can-
not be done.

So I would like to appeal to people, taking
advantage of this occasion, and in case a crisis
really emerges, we have to make sure that the
Japan-U.S. security setup will function properly
and will be operated efficiently. And to that
end, we also have to engage in studies as to
what can be done and what cannot be done
by Japan. That is how I really see it.

Next question, please.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Terry Hunt, with the Associated Press. The

Prime Minister said that you spoke about the
Middle East. Mr. President, what can you tell
us about U.S. efforts to broker a truce between
Israel and the Hezbollah guerrillas? Are you
making any progress? And who do you hold
primarily responsible for this violence?

President Clinton. Let’s begin at the begin-
ning. I think that clearly the truce was violated
by Hezbollah violating the agreement that had
previously been brokered in raining the
Katyusha rockets into northern Israel. That was
obviously what provoked this.

Now having said that, I think it is important
that we do everything we can to bring an end
to the violence. And even though we’re here
in Japan and we are working on a very impor-
tant issue here, we’ve been quite active in the
Middle East. The Secretary of State has spent
an enormous amount of time on this issue in
the last several days, and we will do what we
can to bring an end to the violence and to
try to reestablish a workable agreement. But
I have no progress to report on that at this
time.

Taiwan
Q. President Clinton, in the bilateral talks

held earlier, have you touched any issues regard-
ing the recent tension in the Taiwan Strait? Be-
cause in the declaration, we couldn’t find any-
thing like that had been mentioned. Since you

emphasized that the security treaty is not only
to protect Japan but also to protect the Asian-
Pacific region, does it mean clearly that Taiwan
is under such a protection? Thank you.

President Clinton. Well, the Prime Minister
might want to comment on this as well. But
yes, we discussed Taiwan and China extensively,
as well as the recent tension in the strait. It
is obvious that our partnership is designed to
try to preserve the peace for all peoples in this
region. And I believe that I can say we both
agree that, while the United States clearly ob-
serves the so-called one China policy, we also
observe the other aspects of the agreement we
made many years ago, which include a commit-
ment on the part of both parties to resolve all
their differences in a peaceable manner. And
we have encouraged them to pursue that. There-
fore, we were concerned about those actions
in the Taiwan Strait.

I do see some hope in the last few days
that there is a return to a more orderly and
peaceful relationship, and that is certainly what
we are urging both the Chinese and the Tai-
wanese to do.

Mr. Prime Minister, do you want to say any-
thing?

Prime Minister Hashimoto. When the situation
across the Taiwan Straits became very tense,
we asked both parties to exercise self-restraint.
And also, since the Japan-China declaration, we
have supported the Chinese position that there
is only one China. Having said that, we also
believe that the two parties should resolve this
problem in a peaceful manner.

Korean Peace Process and
U.S. Troops in Japan

Q. I would like to ask a question of both
of you. Before coming here, Mr. President, you
visited Korea and suggested that four countries,
U.S., China, Republic of Korea, and North
Korea, engage in quadrilateral discussions for
peace on the peninsula. In that quadrilateral
discussions, I wonder how Japanese will partici-
pate in discussions. How would you see Japanese
role in that process? And what sort of roles
would Japan suggest to U.S., China, Korea, and
North Korea?

One other thing: In this joint declaration, you
said clearly that the 100,000 troop level would
be maintained in East Asia. But I believe you
did not specifically refer to 47,000 in Japan.
Of course, I believe looking at future peace
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in East Asia—would you believe that the 47,000
troop level in Japan is something that is fixed
or something that you can be flexible on?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, let me
answer the second question first. We are com-
mitted to maintaining a constant level of troops
in East Asia. How many troops we have on
any given day and any given week in Japan
or in Korea will vary from time to time, depend-
ing on what other things are going on in the
world and in the area.

But we believe we should maintain our par-
ticipation at more or less the same levels here
in Japan, and we believe we can honor our
commitments that Secretary Perry and the
Prime Minister have just announced, that the
Prime Minister took such a leading role in trying
to—in bringing about, with regard to Okinawa
and on the other issues, and still keep about
47,000 people here.

Now on the Korea issue, I want to make
it clear that the proposal that we made was
that these four nations would enter into the
peace negotiations because the United States
and China were parties to the armistice agree-
ment in Korea 43 years ago. But it is obvious
to everyone, I think, that there will never be
a peace between the Korean people until they
agree to the peace. Ultimately, I think that
means that it will have to be supported by all
the friends and neighbors of Korea that will
have a large say in what kind of future any
peaceful resolution would bring about.

So I was very gratified when the Prime Min-
ister expressed his support for the proposal that
President Kim and I made yesterday. And I
hope that others in the region will do so as
well, and then I hope they will be a part of
encouraging North and South Korea to make
peace and discussing what might come about
after it’s over if they do make peace.

Prime Minister Hashimoto. When I heard the
announcement of that proposal, I was truly
happy to learn the contents of that and the
substance of that proposal against the back-
ground of the situation in the Korean Peninsula.
For the four countries, including U.S. and
China, to come to dialog without any pre-
conditions I hope would lead to a true solution.

And in that process, if Japan is asked, I be-
lieve Japan should play any role it can. Having
said that, today there exist the two countries,
North Korea and the Republic of Korea; there
is a borderline between them. And the United

States and China that participated at the time
of the armistice agreement would participate in
that discussions, but it is not for Japan to go
out and say we want to do this, we want to
do that. That is my view. But we should ear-
nestly play the role that we are asked to play.
Certainly, that is what we ought to do to help
each other.

Terrorism
Q. I’d like to ask a question with regard to

the Common Agenda you have agreed to. You
agreed to add new areas for bilateral coopera-
tion, and I would like to invite comments by
President Clinton and Prime Minister
Hashimoto. Amongst the new areas, there is a
counterterrorism initiative, and it calls for
strengthened cooperation between Japan and the
United States. As you know, in Japan last year
there was an unprecedented large-scale terrorist
incident, the Aum Shinrikyo incident, the nerve
gas attack. Now, faced with these terrorist at-
tacks, how would Japan and the United States
actually try to, shall we say, cooperate and fall
in step in countering these activities? Would
FBI, CIA, and Japanese police authorities con-
sider regular meetings, regular exchanges?

President Clinton. Well of course, the details
would have to be worked out, but let me just,
if I could, sketch a framework that I would
be thinking about.

Nations like ours, as borders become more
open, money and information are transferred in
a millisecond all across the world, and we be-
come more integrated, we become vulnerable
to two kinds of terrorism: first of all, what you
might call homegrown terrorism, what you expe-
rienced in the Japanese subway, what we experi-
enced at Oklahoma City; secondly, terrorism
that is generated or at least involves interests
from beyond your borders, such as what we
experienced at the World Trade Center in New
York and a number of the proposed attacks that
we were able to thwart.

It is obvious to me that these kinds of attacks
present a genuine threat not only to the lives
of the innocent civilians who may be killed in
them but to the whole idea of an open, civilized
society in a global economy. Therefore, I think
we ought to cooperate in two ways. First of
all, there’s a lot of information we ought to
be sharing with regard to international terrorism,
and there’s a lot of work we can be doing to-
gether.
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Secondly, we can learn a lot from each other
about how to deal with homegrown terrorism,
and even that may have an international aspect.
Are people learning, for example, from the
Internet how to make the same sort of trouble
in the United States that was made in Japan
with sarin gas? Isn’t it a concern that anybody
anywhere in the world can pull down off the
Internet the information about how to build a
bomb like the bomb that blew up the Federal
building in Oklahoma City? How can we work
together to learn from each other about how
to prevent these things before they occur, when
they’re purely domestically driven, as well as
sharing information and technology and law en-
forcement about the international terrorist net-
works that are out there?

I predict to you that every great nation will
have to face this for the next 20 years at least,
and we just want to be on the cutting edge
of showing that we can work together to save
lives and to preserve freedom.

Prime Minister Hashimoto. Well, if I could
add a word to what the President has already
said, we already have cooperation on the money-
laundering problems and narcotics trading. We
already have cooperation in law enforcing. But
how we publish these activities, please don’t ask
us to do that. But as in the case of law enforce-
ment against money laundering, there are areas
where cooperation is already underway. And of
course, in terms of counterterrorism, I’m sure
there are various ways we can engage in co-
operation.

U.S. Troops in Japan
Q. Paul Basken, with United Press Inter-

national. Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, for
both of you: The joint declaration you have just
signed describes the U.S. military role in Japan
as essential to protecting the security of Asia.
How have you concluded the U.S. military is
essential here, and what circumstances need to
change either in Japan or elsewhere in Asia be-
fore U.S. troops can safely go home?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, I believe
that our presence is needed here as long as
people have any fear at all that some countries
might seek to dominate others or that Asia
might become a battleground for any sort of
security problem that would affect the freedom
and independence and the safety of the people
of Japan or our other allies in the area. When
that time comes to an end I think will largely

be for the people here to determine, although
obviously we would want our views heard as
well.

One of the most gratifying things to me as
President is that where we are involved in secu-
rity partnerships, as we are in Asia, I believe
that we are seen as a force of stability by our
very presence there because of the capacity of
our military and the fact that everyone knows
we have no ulterior motive. That is, we seek
no advantage; we seek to dominate no country;
we seek to control no country; we seek to do
nothing in any improper way with our military
power. We are only here with our allies in
Korea and Japan, obviously, and to serve as a
source of security and stability to others
throughout this region.

And as long as there is any concern about
that, I think we should be here, if the people
here want us here. When that time is over,
we will probably all know it, but I think that
definition should flow primarily from the people
who have been our allies over the decades and
whose security we care so deeply about.

Prime Minister Hashimoto. Let me pick up
the thread where the President left it off and
give my answer. The presence of the U.S. forces
in this part of the world is welcome. We wel-
come their presence, and we believe that is serv-
ing the stability of Asia and the Pacific. And
that is of the foremost importance.

The cold war is over. The days of confronta-
tion between East and West is over. And with
the end of the cold war, true, large sources
of confrontation has disappeared, but regional
conflicts have increased for various reasons. We
see numerous areas of instability around the
globe, and in this part of the world there still
remain large amount of weapons of mass de-
struction.

Against that background, would it be possible
for Japan alone to defend itself? To do that,
a major effort will be required and also probably
will not be able to lay to rest international con-
cerns vis-a-vis such Japanese endeavors. The
United States is putting its presence in this area
in the form of the American youth, and I believe
it can be understood clearly how precious a
presence they are for the security of this part
of the world.

Japan-U.S. Security Arrangements
Q. A question for the President. I believe

the agreement law on security this time will
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mean a very major turning point for Japan-U.S.
security, and I wonder if you have any com-
ments to share with us.

President Clinton. My view is that it will rein-
force our community—excuse me—our security
relationship, not represent a turning point but
a maturing of it. For example, when the Prime
Minister asked us to consider the concerns of
the people of Okinawa and I became acquainted
with them as a result of some of the unfortunate
incidents that you know well about, it bothered
me that these matters had not been resolved
before now, before this time. And again, I want
to publicly say what I said to the Prime Minister
last night: I want to thank him for giving the
United States the opportunity to respond in an
appropriate manner to try to resolve these mat-
ters. But we did it in a way that did not in
any way undermine our own security or defense
capabilities and, therefore, permits us to cooper-
ate with Japan in whatever way may be nec-
essary as challenges come along in the future
and as Japan defines its own security agenda.

So I don’t see this as a dramatic departure.
I see this as the relationship between two old
friends maturing, dealing with things that need-
ed to be dealt with, and adjusting to the chal-
lenges of the world that we now face.

Ebola Virus
Q. Brian Williams, with NBC News. Mr.

President, are you up to date on the apparent

discovery of the Ebola virus in Texas? And what
can the Federal Government do, I guess, via
the CDC to make sure that no kind of scare
develops from this?

President Clinton. Yes, I have been briefed
on it this morning. The CDC is on top of it.
We are working with the Texas health officials.
We believe, based on what we now know, that
there is no substantial threat to the general pop-
ulation of the people there or the people of
the United States generally.

So I can say that I would urge people not
to overreact to this. It’s a serious matter; we
are on top of it. If the facts change and we
think there is something more to be concerned
about, you may be sure we will inform the
American people as soon as we can. But for
now, I am confident that the Federal Govern-
ment is taking appropriate action, and that we’re
on top of it, and there’s nothing for the people
to overreact to at this moment.

Prime Minister Hashimoto. President Clinton,
thank you very much. And with this, we con-
clude the press conference. Thank you very
much for coming.

NOTE: The President’s 119th news conference
began at 1:45 p.m. at the Akasaka Palace. Prime
Minister Hashimoto spoke in Japanese, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks to the 7th Fleet Aboard the U.S.S. Independence in Yokosuka,
Japan
April 17, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you very
much.

Audience member. We love you, Mr. Presi-
dent!

The President. Thank you. Thank you, Admi-
ral Ellis, General Myers, Admiral Clemins, Gen-
eral Freeman, Admiral Tobin. Captain Polatty,
I’m delighted to be here with you. Master Chief
Dwiggins; to the members of the Japanese Self-
Defense Forces; and to the sailors and families
of the U.S.S. Independence and the 7th Fleet;
to the children from the Sullivan School back
there and their proud parents over here, I gath-

er, and the other schools that are here, I want
to thank you for this wonderful welcome.

The First Lady and I are delighted to be
here, along with the Secretary of State, Ambas-
sador and Mrs. Mondale, my Chief of Staff,
Mr. Panetta, and Mr. Lake, the National Secu-
rity Adviser. I should tell you that this is a
particularly emotional moment for the Secretary
of State because 51 years ago this September
he came here to this very harbor as a 19-year-
old ensign. So think what you might have ahead
of you, all of you in the Navy. You may be
Secretary of State some day.
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