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Russia-U.S. Joint Statement on the Highly Enriched Uranium Agreement:
Transparency Measures
April 21, 1996

The United States and Russia have agreed
on transparency measures that provide assur-
ances that the sides are fulfilling the obligations
undertaken under the HEU Agreement to trans-
form ‘‘megatons into megawatts.’’

The transparency measures that have been
developed are the culmination of two years of
negotiations between official U.S. and Russian
delegations and are evidence that irreversible

nuclear disarmament is achievable if we work
together. By blending-down HEU derived from
nuclear weapons to low-enriched uranium that
can only be used as fuel in commercial nuclear
power reactors, we ensure that this material can
never again be used in nuclear weapons.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks on Earth Day in Great Falls, Maryland
April 22, 1996

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen,
thank you all for being here today and for the
work that you do. I want to thank the Vice
President for being the constant conscience of
our administration and of the national debate
on the environment. I thank Anthony
Hildebrandt and Ashley King for the example
they are setting for the young people of Amer-
ica. I want to thank these young folks with the
Montgomery County Conservation Corps and
the others who have volunteered to work in
this park.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
the employees of the National Park Service all
over this country and here. They do a magnifi-
cent job for America. I want to thank Carol
Browner, our EPA Administrator, and Katie
McGinty, who represents the Nation’s environ-
mental concerns in the Environmental Council
in the White House. And I want to thank Sec-
retary Babbitt, who can’t be here because he
can’t be in more than one place at once; even
Bruce Babbitt can’t do that. And, as the Vice
President said, he’s at the Sterling Forest event
this morning representing us.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here for their fidelity to the Nation’s
environment and their willingness to stand and
be counted in some pretty difficult moments
over the last year or so. They have helped us
to continue our commitment and to protect this
country’s natural resources. And I want you to

know that I never appreciated them more than
I have in the last year or so when they’ve been
in some of the difficult challenges they’ve been
in. I thank them all, these who are here and
their counterparts.

You know, I just came back, literally just came
back from a remarkable journey all around the
world. I flew from here to Alaska and refueled,
and then I went to Korea and Japan and on
to St. Petersburg and Moscow. And I was think-
ing, standing here today, I saw some of the
most magnificent manmade creations anywhere
in the world: the Imperial Palace in Tokyo; the
great Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg; the
entire Kremlin has just been redone and re-
stored to its historical grandeur. But none of
it is any more beautiful than this wonderful na-
ture that God has given us right here in this
national park.

And not everybody can travel to see the great
palaces of the world. Even the great art galleries
of the world are beyond the reach of many
of our fellow citizens. But everybody can come
to this park without regard to their income, their
station in life, what their other resources are.
This belongs to all the American people, and
we have to dedicate ourselves to making sure
that as long as there is an America there will
be a national park system with these treasures
there for every single citizen of this country.

We have done a lot of work since I became
President to try to improve our national parks
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