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of us. That is my dedication. That is your dedi-
cation. That’s what we ought to together give
to the United States in 1996.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:26 p.m. at the
Pentagon Barracks. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Most-Favored-Nation Trade Status for
China
May 31, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby transmit the document referred to

in subsection 402(d)(1) of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), with respect to
the continuation of a waiver of application of
subsections (a) and (b) of section 402 of the
Act to the People’s Republic of China. This
document constitutes my recommendation to
continue in effect this waiver for a further 12-
month period and includes my reasons for deter-
mining that continuation of the waiver currently
in effect for the People’s Republic of China

will substantially promote the objectives of sec-
tion 402 of the Act, and my determination to
that effect.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
Presidential determination is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

The President’s Radio Address and an Exchange With Reporters
June 1, 1996

The President. Good morning. This week the
people of Israel, in a vigorous, very close elec-
tion, voted to elect a new Prime Minister. Yes-
terday I called Prime Minister-elect Netanyahu
to congratulate him on his victory and to discuss
America’s enduring friendship with Israel, our
commitment to its strength and security and
to a lasting peace in the Middle East. I also
spoke with outgoing Prime Minister Peres. I
told him to take comfort in history’s judgment.
Decades from now people will look back and
see in Shimon Peres one of the great peace-
makers of our time. Now the partnership be-
tween Israel and the United States will be the
foundation from which our two countries to-
gether continue to build a comprehensive, last-
ing, and secure peace in the Middle East.

Now I’d like to turn to the homefront and
to some of our most important citizens, our chil-
dren. Some of them have joined with me today
along with their parents here in the Oval Office.
And later today they’ll join tens of thousands

of people to show their support for America’s
young people at the Stand for Children at the
Lincoln Memorial.

This is an important time for America’s chil-
dren. They’re growing up in a world that is
changing rapidly. They need our help more than
any generation before them. As Hillary says,
children are not rugged individualists; they de-
pend upon us—their parents and others in the
community who love them—to give them love
and guidance and discipline, to provide for
them, and to defend them. That’s as it should
be. Their future and ours depends upon how
well we do our job.

If our society sends our children the wrong
signals, we should work together to change that.
That’s why I have proposed strict limits on to-
bacco advertising directed toward children.
That’s why we’re giving parents the V-chip and
why we worked to persuade the TV networks
to develop a rating system so parents can control
the shows their children watch. That’s why I
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support parents and communities who want to
cut crime and improve discipline by adopting
things like school uniforms and community cur-
fews.

We are also working in other ways to
strengthen our families and childrearing. We’ve
enacted the family and medical leave law so
parents can now take time away from their jobs
to be with a newborn or an ill child without
losing those jobs. We’re immunizing our chil-
dren more than ever. We’ve increased Head
Start funding. We’re making sure that teen
mothers stay in school and turn their lives
around. We’ve preserved the Federal school
lunch program, which this week turns 50 years
old and every schoolday helps 25 million of our
children get the nutrition they need.

All of this makes a difference, but none of
it matters as much as the most basic protection
of all for our young people, their health care.
Without medical care, a child who needs it can-
not have a full life. That’s why I deeply oppose
the Republican plan to repeal the guarantee of
quality health care for our children.

For three decades through the Medicaid pro-
gram, we have had a national commitment that
poor children, pregnant women, people with dis-
abilities, and older Americans will not be denied
health care simply because they can’t afford it.
That means today that working parents know
in the awful event their child is disabled and
their insurance and income won’t cover the care,
they’ll get some help to keep their children at
home. They know if their child becomes seri-
ously ill and their savings are gone, they’ll get
some help so that they can hold the family to-
gether and keep working and going on.

Now, under the Republican congressional
plan, hundreds of thousands of our children with
disabilities could lose help for their home care.
Children that are seriously ill could lose some
of their coverage from what is now available.
In effect, this plan says to millions of our chil-
dren, if you can’t afford care, well, it’s an option
whether your State gives it or not, and they
don’t have to contribute as much as they used
to. It says to people with disabilities, if you
don’t have insurance, I’m sorry if you don’t hap-
pen to be able to get care from your State
anymore. This could amount to child neglect
for a whole generation.

Now, I vetoed this plan last year when the
Republican Congress shut down the Govern-
ment in an effort to force me to sign it. If

they send it to me again, I will veto it again.
In an attempt to force me to sign it, the Repub-
licans are threatening to attach this proposal to
welfare reform.

For nearly two decades, I’ve worked to end
welfare as we know it. I want us to require
more work, impose strict time limits, to crack
down on child support enforcement. In the last
31⁄2 years, without any congressional action, we
have worked with 38 States to change old Fed-
eral rules so that we can move people from
welfare to work. The rolls are down 1.3 million
people, and child support collections are up
nearly 40 percent.

Of course, we should do more. And we can
reach agreement on sweeping bipartisan welfare
reform legislation. But I will never accept the
repeal of guaranteed health care for poor chil-
dren or people with disabilities or older Ameri-
cans or pregnant women. I don’t care what bill
they attach that to, I will not accept it.

These young people with me today and their
families will take part in the stand for all our
children that is unprecedented. Where our chil-
dren are concerned, we should all stand to-
gether, and we should not be small. Our chil-
dren are counting on us.

Thanks for listening.

[At this point, the radio address ended, and the
President took questions from reporters.]

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, following the Israeli elec-

tion, is there a message you’d like to send to
the Arab world?

The President. Yes. Our policy hasn’t changed.
We still want an honorable peace in the Middle
East. And we want all peace-loving people, espe-
cially those who have been our friends and allies
in the Arab world, to continue to work for that.
I was very encouraged by what King Hussein
said in his most recent reported remarks. And
I hope that the friends of peace in the Arab
world and the Middle East will continue to sup-
port it, and we will continue to work with them.

Q. Do you think there’s undue concern in
some of the Arab world? You know, this elec-
tion, which was decided by less than 30,000
votes is out of—was at 3 million. It’s being
viewed as some kind of massive mandate and
message. I mean, do you think there’s a rush
to judgment?

VerDate 06-OCT-99 14:02 Oct 11, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00848 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\96PUBP~1\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



849

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / June 1

The President. I think we ought to give the
new Prime Minister a chance to put his govern-
ment together and develop a policy. We have—
we’ve been pushing all over the world for de-
mocracy. And democracy means the people who
vote get to determine who governs. That’s what
democracy means. Now, he said some very en-
couraging things to me on the phone and indeed
in the election—in the 2 weeks leading up to
the election.

I think it’s obvious—if you look how closely
divided the people of Israel are, I think that
you could say an enormous number of the sup-
porters of Prime Minister Peres wanted security
as well as peace, and an enormous number of

the supporters of Prime Minister-elect
Netanyahu wanted peace as well as security. I
think that that’s what that close election means.
It’s a difficult environment, a tough neighbor-
hood. There’s a lot of history there. But he
says he wants to continue the process. And I
think that—I hope that the friends of peace
in the Arab world will continue to be committed
to that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Binyamin Netanyahu, Prime
Minister-elect of Israel, and King Hussein I of
Jordan.

Statement on Arms Reduction Agreements With Russia and Ukraine
June 1, 1996

Ukrainian President Kuchma has announced
that all nuclear warheads have been removed
from the territory of Ukraine. This is a remark-
able achievement. In 1991, there were more
than 4,000 strategic and tactical nuclear war-
heads in Ukraine. Today there are none. I ap-
plaud the Ukrainian Government for its historic
contribution in reducing the nuclear threat.
When the Presidents of Ukraine, Russia, and
I signed the January 1994 Trilateral Statement
on this issue, we looked forward to a day that
has now arrived.

The trust and cooperation the United States
and Ukraine have established in resolving this
issue are a cornerstone of a broad and produc-
tive relationship. Ukraine has embarked on a
bold course of political and economic reform,
laying the foundations for democracy and a mar-
ket economy. We remain committed to sup-
porting Ukraine through its ambitious and far-
sighted reforms and to working with Ukraine
and our European partners to promote
Ukraine’s integration into the European commu-
nity.

I also want to note the fact that both the
United States and Russia are ahead of the re-
duction schedule provided for in the START
I Treaty. To date, the United States has elimi-
nated 750 strategic nuclear delivery vehicles, and
about 800 strategic nuclear delivery vehicles in
the former Soviet Union have been eliminated,
including more than 700 in Russia. The Cooper-

ative Threat Reduction (Nunn-Lugar) program
has played a major role in the elimination of
these weapons in the former Soviet Union and
in the denuclearization of Ukraine.

I have asked Secretary Perry to meet next
week with his Ukrainian and Russian counter-
parts, Ministers Shmarov and Grachev, and mark
the successful implementation of the Trilateral
Statement by visiting a destroyed ICBM silo and
a former nuclear weapons storage facility in
Ukraine. In doing so, they will celebrate another
important step in making the world safer for
us all.

On this day of important milestones, I also
welcome the agreement that was reached today
in Vienna by the 30 nations party to the Con-
ventional Forces in Europe (CFE) Treaty. This
agreement resolves a difficult problem that had
arisen concerning the level of Russian and
Ukrainian military equipment allowed on the
northern and southern flank of the CFE region.

This agreement is the culmination of 2 years
of negotiations led by the United States. I con-
gratulate all parties, including our NATO allies,
Russia, Ukraine, and the states of the Caucasus
and Central and Eastern Europe, for their hard
work, cooperation, and dedication to preserving
the integrity and effectiveness of this crucial
treaty.

The CFE Treaty is a key element of a new,
more stable Europe. The treaty has resulted in
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