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First, I am directing you to undertake a sys-
tem-wide review and to take all necessary steps
to provide for full victim participation in Federal
criminal proceedings. I want you to hold the
Federal system to a higher standard of victims’
rights than ever before. In particular, I want
you to adopt a nationwide automated victim in-
formation and notification system so that we can
better inform and protect crime victims.

Second, I would like you to work with other
Federal agencies whose missions involve them
with crime victims in order to ensure that a
common and comprehensive baseline of partici-
pation for victims can be achieved.

Third, I want you to review existing Federal
statutes to see what further changes ought to
be made. For example, I would like you to
consider legislation that would prohibit employ-
ers from dismissing or disciplining employees
who are victims of crime and whose participa-

tion as victims in criminal proceedings requires
them to take time away from their employment.

Finally, I want you to work with State offi-
cials—governors, attorneys general, legislators,
district attorneys, and judges—and victims’
rights advocates to identify the needs, chal-
lenges, best practices, and resources necessary
to help achieve a uniform national baseline of
protections for victims. The Department of Jus-
tice should provide technical assistance to State
and local law enforcement, as well as other Fed-
eral agencies, and serve as a national clearing-
house for information about the most effective
approaches to realizing fully the rights of victims
of violent crime.

To achieve these objectives, I expect you to
identify funding needs where and as appropriate.
Please report to me in writing as soon as pos-
sible on the specific steps you will take to
achieve these goals.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Most-Favored-Nation
Trade Status for China
June 27, 1996

I applaud the action of the House of Rep-
resentatives to approve my decision to renew
most-favored-nation trade status for China. The
strong bipartisan show of support today is clear
evidence that the American people agree that
engagement, not isolation, is the best way to
advance America’s interests with China as else-
where.

This positive vote helps us continue to engage
China on a broad range of issues, including
human rights, nonproliferation, trade, regional
security, and relations with Taiwan. It enables

us to continue to strengthen cooperation while
firmly addressing our differences. It is a strong
vote in favor of America’s interests.

As I meet with the G–7 leaders, this vote
is also a strong reaffirmation of America’s con-
tinued leadership and engagement in the world.

I thank the House of Representatives for its
overwhelming support and look forward to con-
tinuing our work with the Congress on a bipar-
tisan China policy that advances America’s inter-
ests.

Statement on the Death of Mollie Beattie
June 28, 1996

America lost one of its great spirits with the
untimely passing of Mollie Beattie. Mollie was
a person who believed in the value of life and

wildlife so deeply that she dedicated her many
talents to preserving God’s gracious Earth.

As the first woman director of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Mollie presided over a sea
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change in the administration of the Endangered
Species Act by improving the way Government
worked. She was the number one advocate for
our national wildlife refuges, forever fighting to
keep the system strong and growing.

Mollie Beattie’s devotion to this Earth and
its creatures was passionate, caring, and wise.

There is a grace and natural beauty in America;
because of Mollie our country has even more
of that grace. Hillary and I send our prayers
and sympathies to Mollie’s family. We will miss
her.

Statement on Action Toward a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
June 28, 1996

Today the Chairman of the Geneva Con-
ference on Disarmament’s (CD) Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on a Nuclear Test Ban tabled a com-
promise treaty text that reflects his best efforts
to record agreement and resolve remaining
issues. This action brings us one step closer to
the day when no nuclear weapons are detonated
anywhere on the face of the Earth. I applaud
this milestone in our efforts to reduce the nu-
clear threat and build a safer world.

American leaders since Presidents Eisenhower
and Kennedy have believed a comprehensive
test ban would be a major stride in the inter-
national effort against nuclear proliferation and
toward our ultimate goal of nuclear disar-
mament. Over the past four decades, many
world leaders, including Jawaharlal Nehru of
India and Harold Macmillan of Great Britain,
along with citizens from around the globe have
worked hard to achieve a CTBT. Today, such
a treaty is within our reach.

As President, my most basic duty is to protect
the security of the American people. That’s why
I have made reducing the nuclear threat one
of my highest priorities.

As a result, for the first time since the dawn
of the nuclear age, there are no Russian missiles
pointed at our people. We entered into force

the START I Treaty that will, in combination
with the START II Treaty pending ratification
in the Russian Duma, reduce by 14,000 the
number of warheads deployed by the United
States and Russia just 5 years ago. We convinced
Ukraine, Belarus, and Kazakstan to give up the
nuclear weapons left on their land when the
Soviet Union broke up. We persuaded North
Korea to freeze its dangerous nuclear weapons
program under international monitoring. We are
working with countries around the world to safe-
guard and destroy nuclear weapons and mate-
rials so that they don’t fall into the hands of
terrorists or criminals. We led global efforts to
win the indefinite extension of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty which bans the spread of
nuclear weapons to states that do not have them.

It is now up to the 61 member states of
the CD to study the Chairman’s compromise
treaty text and maintain the momentum toward
a CTBT. I call on the members of the CD
to return to Geneva in late July prepared to
agree to forward a CTBT to the United Nations,
so that a special session of the General Assembly
can be held in August to approve the treaty
and open it for signature in the United States
in September.

The President’s Radio Address
June 29, 1996

Good morning. I’m speaking to you today
from Lyons, France, where the leaders of the
world’s industrialized democracies have gathered
for our annual summit. We’re meeting at a time

of peace and prosperity but in the shadow of
terrorism. The cowardly, brutal attack on Amer-
ican military personnel in Saudi Arabia is on
everyone’s mind. This weekend, all Americans
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