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up to $10,000 of the cost of tuition for the
cost of all post-high school education.

The third proposal, building on that, is to
make at least 2 years of college after high school
just as universal as high school is today. If you
look at the last census, you will see how people’s
incomes start to split apart based on whether
they stopped at high school or whether they
got at least 2 years more. People that have at
least a community college diploma tend to have
jobs which are stable, which pay decent in-
comes, and where they can get a raise over
time. People that don’t, depending on where
they live and what they do—obviously they’re
exceptions to this, but the odds are that you’re
likely to have a job where you can’t get a raise,
and therefore, you lose ground over time.

So my objective will be to make 2 more years
of education just as universal as a high school
education is today. So what I propose to do
there is to give families who choose this instead
of the tax deduction a credit, a credit of $1,500
for the first year of a community college and
a credit of $1,500 for the second year for every-
body that keeps a B average in the first year.
That would literally open community college to
virtually everyone in America. That $1,500 or
less is the tuition cost for community colleges
in almost every State. There’s a few where
they’re a little bit higher, but still, the $1,500
credit would have a big impact.

And if we can do those things, then we can
work with the private sector to try to raise the
skill levels of the adults that are already out
there and get the young people that are coming

out of high school into college and at least to
2 more years of education so their prospects
will be better. That will enable the American
economy to grow but also to grow together.
And that’s what keeps the American dream alive,
the idea that if you’re working hard and you’re
doing your part, you’ve got your chance at the
brass ring. And that’s what I believe we need
to really focus on now.

And I might say in closing that every ad-
vanced country is dealing with this challenge.
The United States has done a much better job
than most of our competitors in creating new
jobs. But no country has solved the increasing
inequality problem. And it is clearly related to
the breathtaking degree to which change has
overtaken the world and rewarded education,
knowledge, and skills. So anything you can do
to make this a nonpolitical, nonpartisan issue,
the idea that we’re going to lift up opportunities
for all of our people, I think would very much
advance the United States as well as, obviously,
life in rural America.

Well, I’ve talked a little more than I meant
to, but I had a lot of things I wanted to talk
about. Besides that, I don’t see you very often,
and I might fall through a crack on the way
off the stand. [Laughter]

Thank you very much. It’s good to be with
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:32 p.m. at the
J.W. Marriott Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Steve Drake, president, Agricultural Relations
Council.

Statement on Action on Title III of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic
Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
July 16, 1996

From the outset of my administration, I have
been committed to a bipartisan policy that pro-
motes a peaceful transition to democracy in
Cuba. Consistent with the Cuban Democracy
Act and with the efforts of my predecessors,
I have maintained a tough economic embargo
on the Cuban regime while supporting the
Cuban people in their struggle for freedom and
prosperity. Often, the United States has stood
alone in that struggle, because our allies and

friends believed that pressuring Cuba to change
was the wrong way to go.

Five months ago, the world was given a harsh
lesson about why we need more pressure on
Cuba. In broad daylight, and without justifica-
tion, Cuban military jets shot down two un-
armed American civilian aircraft over inter-
national waters, taking the lives of four Amer-
ican citizens and residents. I took immediate
steps to demonstrate my determination to foster
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change in Cuba, including the signing into law
of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act, which strengthens the em-
bargo, advances the cause of freedom in Cuba,
and protects the interests of American citizens
whose property was expropriated by the Cuban
regime. And I called on the international com-
munity to condemn Cuba’s actions.

Now the time has come for our allies and
friends to do more—to join us in taking con-
crete steps to promote democracy in Cuba. That
is why today, I am announcing a course of action
on title III of the LIBERTAD Act to encourage
our allies to work with us and accelerate change
in Cuba.

Title III allows U.S. nationals to sue foreign
companies that profit from American-owned
property confiscated by the Cuban regime. The
law also provides me with the authority to sus-
pend the date on which title III enters into
force, or the date on which U.S. nationals can
bring suit, if I determine that suspension is nec-
essary to the national interest and will expedite
a transition to democracy in Cuba. I have de-
cided to use the authority provided by Congress
to maximize title III’s effectiveness in encour-
aging our allies to work with us to promote
democracy in Cuba.

I will allow title III to come into force. As
a result, all companies doing business in Cuba
are hereby on notice that by trafficking in expro-
priated American property, they face the pros-
pect of lawsuits and significant liability in the
United States. This will serve as a deterrent
to such trafficking, one of the central goals of
the LIBERTAD Act.

At the same time, I am suspending the right
to file suit for 6 months. During that period,
my administration will work to build support
from the international community on a series
of steps to promote democracy in Cuba. These
steps include: increasing pressure on the regime
to open up politically and economically, sup-
porting forces for change on the island, with-
holding foreign assistance to Cuba, and pro-
moting business practices that will help bring
democracy to the Cuban workplace.

At the end of that period, I will determine
whether to end the suspension, in whole or in
part, based upon whether others have joined
us in promoting democracy in Cuba. Our allies
and friends will have a strong incentive to make
real progress because, with title III in effect,
liability will be established irreversibly during

the suspension period and suits could be
brought immediately when the suspension is lift-
ed. And for that very same reason, foreign com-
panies will have a strong incentive to imme-
diately cease trafficking in expropriated property,
the only sure way to avoid future lawsuits.

Our allies and foreign business partners know
from our actions over the past 4 months that
my administration is determined to vigorously
implement the LIBERTAD Act. For example,
title IV of the act bars from the United States
individuals who profit from property confiscated
from American citizens. My administration has
already begun to notify several foreign nationals
that they could no longer enter the United
States. Rather than face this prospect, a signifi-
cant number of foreign companies already has
chosen to leave Cuba, thereby reducing the flow
of resources the regime uses to maintain its
grip on power.

Today’s action is the best way to achieve the
bipartisan objectives we all share: to isolate the
Cuban Government and to bring strong inter-
national pressure to bear on Cuba’s leaders,
while holding out the very real prospect of fully
implementing title III in the event it becomes
necessary. By working with our allies, not against
them, we will avoid a split that the Cuban re-
gime will be sure to exploit. Forging an inter-
national consensus will avert commercial dis-
putes that would harm American workers and
business and cost us jobs here at home. And
it will help maintain our leadership authority
in international organizations.

We will work with our allies when we can.
But they must understand that for countries and
foreign companies that take advantage of expro-
priated property the choice is clear: They can
cease profiting from such property, they can join
our efforts to promote a transition to democracy
in Cuba, or they can face the risk of full imple-
mentation of title III. As our allies know from
our implementation of other provisions of the
bill over the last 4 months, my administration
takes this responsibility seriously.

For the past four decades Republican and
Democratic administrations alike have worked
for the transition to democracy of the last non-
democratic regime in our hemisphere. This is
a cause the international community should be
prepared to embrace. As implemented under
today’s decision, title III of the LIBERTAD Act
provides us with powerful leverage to build a
stronger international coalition for democracy in
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Cuba if possible and with a powerful tool to
lead that struggle alone if necessary. This is in

the best interests of our country and in the
best interests of the Cuban people.

Remarks Announcing the Donation of Cellular Telephones to
Neighborhood Watch Groups
July 17, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you, Matt, for
your introduction and for your years of commu-
nity leadership, for doing this before it was pop-
ular and making sure it becomes more popular.
We are grateful to you.

I thank all of those who have come today.
I’m especially glad to see Senator Heflin and
Congressman Kennedy, Congresswoman
Lofgren, Secretary Kantor, and Joe Brann who
runs our COPS program at the Justice Depart-
ment. His told me that we have now funded
44,000 of those 100,000 police officers, so we’re
ahead of schedule and we intend to stay that
way. I thank Tom Wheeler for being here and
the Community Policing Consortium executive
director, Bill Matthews, and all the rest of you.

Before I begin my remarks today I just have
to take a moment to express my outrage and
I know the outrage of all Americans at the Nazi
swastikas which were painted on the doors of
African-Americans living in the Army Special
Forces barracks at Fort Bragg. No one in Amer-
ica should be subject to such vile acts. But these
men and women of our Armed Forces have
committed themselves to the highest level of
dedication to our security. They dedicate their
lives to protecting our freedom. They embody
our commitment to tolerance and liberty. And
they do not deserve this kind of abuse.

We are taking immediate action to get to the
bottom of this incident. We intend to punish
those who are responsible. We have a zero toler-
ance for racism in our military, and make no
mistake, we intend to apply it. I know that I
will have your support and the support of all
Americans in maintaining this position.

We are joined today by another group of cou-
rageous Americans who are taking responsibility
in their own communities to protect the Amer-
ican way of life. There are about 100 neighbor-
hood watch leaders with us here today. They
represent all the neighborhood watch partici-
pants all across America. In the last 15 years,

as you’ve just heard, neighborhood watches have
sprung up on block after block. Every time an-
other American puts on an orange hat our
streets become a little safer.

Today there are more than 20,000 neighbor-
hood watch groups in America. They’re in every
State, and they all make a difference. Just before
coming in I saw some very impressive statistics
from Salt Lake City and Chicago and Dade
County. I recently had the opportunity to visit
with neighborhood watch activists in San Diego,
and they have been extremely instrumental in
giving that community one of the lowest crime
rates of any major city in the United States.

When I lived in Little Rock we had a very
active neighborhood watch group in my neigh-
borhood. And it was fascinating because if the
crime rate got too low and the neighborhood
watch folks got a little relaxed, the crime rate
went up. But as soon as they went back on
the street it went back down again, which was,
I guess, the ultimate test of the success of the
neighborhood watch.

As the Vice President said, as a nation we
have finally begun to push crime back. When
I ran for President I was struck by two things
that seemed to me directly in conflict. I was
struck by how many Americans just had taken
for granted that we’d have to put up with an
unacceptable crime rate forever; how many peo-
ple just sort of assumed that we could never
make our streets safe again; that our kids could
never feel secure walking to and from school
again; that we would always be worried about
being the victims of violent crime. They just
sort of took it for granted.

But underneath that it was clear to me, as
I traveled around the country, that in commu-
nity after community after community, with
community policing strategies, with prevention
efforts, with neighborhood watches, the crime
rate was actually beginning to go down, in some
places, dramatically. And it was the experience
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